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1. wPFollowing his meeting with officials this morning, l\f (,
Mr Onslow understands that the SSN Captain has been given P ¢
discretion to attack Argentine naval ships within the

SSN: RULES OF ENGAGEMENT
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200 mile zone when it comes into operation. 20 Afﬁ”
. ’2. Mr Onslow hopes that the Captain would not use his értét
y discretion to attack Argentine ships for at least ;
.48 hours after the zone has gone into operation. :To'‘attack lw)\\
Argentine shipping might well jeopardise the diplomatic k\_lﬁ
moves which will be in train at the time: it would be a "Af
¥ {}-yery serious mistake to do anything early next week that { /)
- | might prejudice our diplomatic moves unless there was an
;overgig;gg military necessity to do so. Mr Onslow thinks 67

it would be particularly wrong to attack any vessel which \ x
appeared to be leaving the zone: in these circumstances, ¢ L L\[ /‘14\,~
it would scarcely seem necessary to engage such a ship: p §
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Following the declaration of an Exclusion Zone

surrounding the Falkland Islands, it is necessary

to issue instructions to HMS SPARTAN; she will be

‘ the first SSN to enter the Zone where her arrival

is expected to be late pm Sunday 11 April. Tl iR tiog | e
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The following instructions are proposed:
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- a. A1 vessels positively identified inside
2
the Exclusion Zone as being Argentinizm warships,
) gy A

submarines and naval auxiliaries may be attacked.
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b, After the[flrst successful attack on=a
vessel withdraw from scene of action and report.
Having reported or, if unable to clear report

after 12 hours, continue patrol.

C. Sltuatlon Reports are to be made at ?4/
"éé‘;,d.)
dcsr&n ~vyals on S units

detected.

d. Additionally, if attacked you are
authorised to retaliate as necessary for your

self defence both inside and outside the

Exclusion Zone.
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