RESMEIC MID \ &3
RESTRICTED B

OF 15 APRIL
SHINGTON, UKVIS NEW YORK, UKDEL NATO.

My TEL NO

121 : FALKLAND ISLANDS : SOVIET ATTITUDE.

1. THE CONTINUING TONE OF THE SOVIET PRESS COVERAGE QVER THE
PAST 48 HOURS CAN BE SU/MED UP THE THE TITLE OF ONE ARTICLE:
*? ARGENTINA PROPOSES NEGOTIATIONS, BRITAIN RATTLES ITS SABRE’’.

2. THE PRINCIPLE THEMES HAVE BEEN:

(A) GROWING OPPOSITION IN BRITAIN TO 4%G’S POLICY WHICH THE SOVIET
PRESS CONTINUES TO CHARACTERISE AS FAVOURING A MILITARY SOLUTION.
THE USE OF EXTERNAL TENSION TO DISTRACT ATTENTION FROM DOMESTIC
CARES IS ATTRIBUTED TO BRITAIN AND NCT ARGENTINA.

(B) INCREASING US ASSISTANCE TO BRITAIN, BUT FOR SELF-INTERESTED
PURPOSES. PRAVDA OF 15 APRIL RELAYS WESTERN MEDIA REPORTS OF US
HELP TO BRITAIN CONSISTING OF THE POINTS LISTED IN PARA 2 OF
WASHINGTON TEL NO 127@8. HAIG’S EFFORTS ARE DESCRIBED AS HAVING
YERELY BEEN A COVER FOR WASHINGTON’S SUPPORT OF BRITAIN’S GUNBOAT
DIPLOMACY. THE ONLY COMPROMISE SOLUTION TO THE CRISIS DISCUSSED
IN THE SOVIET PRESS IS THE ESTABLISHYENT OF A US/3RITISH/ARGENTINE
TRILATERAL ADMINISTRATION. THIS IS DESCRIBED AS CONTRARY TO LOGIC
AS IT WOULD SIMPLY ADD A SECOND COLONIAL POWER TO THE FIRST ONE.
IT IS PRESENTED AS EVIDENCE OF US INTEREST IN GAINING ADVANTAGES
FOR ITSELF FROY THE CRISIS.

3. THERE ARE ALSO THE FOLLOWING 3

FIC POINTS:

(A) PRAVDA OF 15 APRIL CONTAINS THE FIRST MENTION IN THE SOVIET
PRESS THAT SECURITY COUNCIL OLUTION 582 |NCLUD: A REFERENCE
TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF ARGENTINE TRCOPS.

(B) TWO PRESS PIECES HAVE MOCKED THE IDEA THAT THE SOVIET UNION
WAS INVOLVED IN THE CRISIS. ONE OF THESE (PRAVDA, 14 APRIL),
ALSO POURED SCORN ON JOURNALISTIC SUGGESTIONS THAT THE PRESENCE
OF SOVIET SUB™ARINES OFF THE ARGENTINE COAST WAS A DESTABILISING
FACTOR. IT DID NOT ACTUALLY DENY THEIR PRESENCE.
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