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FOLLOWING FOR GILLMORE
FCO TELEGRAM NO 7@3: STINGER

1. EAGLEBURGER TOLD ME THIS NORNING, WITH-CONSIDERABLE DISCOMFORT,
THAT HA1G HAD RELUCTANTLY DEGIDED THAT HE MUST ASK US TO PUT OUR
REQUEST FOR STINGER ON ICE FOR THE NEXT FEW DAYS, EAGLEBURGER
EMpHAS) SED THAT THIS MEANT DELAY, BUT NO CHANGE OF us READINESS

TO LET US MAVE THE EQUIRMENT, HAIG HAD GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS THAT
EVERYTHING SHOULD BE MADE READY TO TURN THE EQUIPMENT OVER TO US
AS SOON AS HE GAVE THE WORD, BUT AFTER THE DIFFICULTIES YESTERDAY
OVER THE LEAKS ABOUT US SUPPORT FOR US, HAIG SIMPLY COULD NOT TAKE
THE RIBK OF THIS FURTHER VERY MATERIAL PIECE OF SUPPORT LEAKING.
17T WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY CAUSE THE COMPLETE COLLAPSE OF IS PRESENT
EFFORTS,

2, | SAID THAT | KNEW THIS WOULD CAUSE D)SAPPOINTMENT, | DID NOT
KNOW WHAT OUR DEADLINE WAS FOR GETTING THIS EQUIPMENT TO OUR FORCES,
BUT EAGLEBURGER SHOULD BE UNDER NO DOUBT WHATEVER THAT THE STINGER
WAS ESSENTIAL TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR OPERATION WHEN WE REACHED THAT
POINT, EAGLEBURGER FULLY UNDERSTOOD THIS, THERE WAS NO DOUBT THAT
VE WOULD BE SUPPLIED WITH THIS EQUIPMENT IF EFFORTS TO FIND A
PEACEFUL SOLUTION FAILED, HE KNEW HOW AWKWARD THE DELAY WOULD

BE FOR US BUT HE ASKED FOR OUR UNDERSTANDING IN PRESENT
CIRCUMSTANCES, ¢



3, IN THE COURSE OF DISCUSSION, IT WAS MADE CLEAR THAT THE SANE
CONSTRAINTS APPLIED ON THE SAME COKDITIONS TO OUR OTHER REQUESTS
FOR EQUIPMENT (NIGHT GOGGLES AND PARACHUTES), THE DECISION HAL
BEEN MADE TO SUPPLY THEMg BUT WOT EEFORE THE VEEKEND,

4, AS REGARDS COLLECTING THE EQUIPMENT WAS CONCERNED, EAGLEBURGER
$AID THAT IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE NOT TO HAVE AN RAF VCi1g ARRIVING
AY ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE AT PRESENT, SINCE THIS WOULD INEVITABLY
BE SPOTTED AND WOULD SPARK OFF JOURNALISTIC INTEREST. AMERICANS
WOULD BE READY TO DELIVER ALL THE EQUIPMENT TO MILDENHALL, OR

EVEN TO ASCENSION ISLAND, {F WE WISHED,

5, WE HAVE TOLD THE STATE DEPARTMENT THAT THE ABSOLUTE CRITICAL
DATE FOR ARRIVAL ON ASCENSION ISLAND 1S MONDAY 19 APRIL.

HENDE RSON
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