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“ REPORT OF POSSIBLE VINELAYING OFF STANLEY -
QUOTE ARGENT INE NORTHWOOD FIKING CELL UNQUOTE

PRODUCED FOLLOWING MINIRG PLAN ON 18 APR:
A. 21M. DEFENSIVE MIKEFIELD TO PREVENT SSN CLOSE APPROACH TO

PORT STAMNLEY.

E. M} EXPENDITURE. USED MOST (149 OUT OF 180 )OF EUOYANT MINESTOCK

. PLUS 49 OUT OF 22¢ GROUND MIKES.

C. FIELD POCSITION. BUDYANT MINES APPROX ALONG S@FM LINE(S NM
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RADJUS FROE C PEMBROKE}. GROUND MINES IK APPROX 30FF EITHER SIDE

ENTRANCE TO PORT WILLIAM CLEAR OF TIDE RIPS AND LEAVING GA:I'}:

:  BETWEEN.

© Dy W IELAYIRS. (GAPAB ILITIES T0. INCLUDE:

i*g ACCURATE MAVAICATION
?) SUFFICIENT STOWAGE SPACE
(3) ARPILITY TO LAY FROM STOWAGE
{4) . NO HIGHER PRIORITY TASK

AUXILIARY.
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: PREFERRED ARGENTINE CANDIDATES LST, POLAR SUPPORT SHIP, SUITABLE

E. IMPLICATIONS, A MINEFIELD RESTRICTS ‘OWN FORCES AND HAS SERIOUS
POLITICAL IMPACT AS A DELIBERATE, PRE-RLANNED AND ESCALATORY STEP.
Fo TIMING. KNOWING AN MEZ WAS ABOUT TO BE DECLARED BY UK, THIS
WOULD BE THE FIRST PRETEXT FOR LAYING AN UNDECLARED, DEFENSIVE,
:ANT1-SSHK MINEFIELD WITHIN CLAIMED ARGENTINE TERRITORIAL WATERS.

K A ASSESSED AS FO J j
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THOUGH A GENERAL

PUR NIT . "ERR PARA 7B)FOR SAFETY
REAS ONS AND DERRICKS/STOVAGE SPACE. . he St g -
B. ROUTE TAKEN COYERED APPROX PREFERRED MINELAYING AREA BUT
:APPARENI‘IL}' OB}ASED TO SOUTH, \:PO.SS IBLY TO COVER l‘}OST LIKELY SSN
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OACH TO OBSERVE STANLEY OYER CAUSEWAY, THIS UOULD
GATE TO NORTH.
PEED(ASSESSED SKT)WAS SUITABLE FOR MINELAY ING.
D. VISIBILITY WAS GOOD WHICH 1S NEEDED FOR ACCURATE NAYIGATION.
3. CONCLUSIONS. OPTIONS ARE:

Co

As COIMCIDENTAL OTHER ACTIVITY ' .

i« IF ARGENT INES ASSESS
. N STAHLEY ARE EFFECTIVELY TRAPPED BY SSN BLOCKADE THEN
THEY MIGHT CONSIDER:
(1) TRYING TO PROVOKE SSN ATTACK WITH CONSEQUENT DIPLOMATIC

"IMPLICATIONS,

{2) TRYING TO PERSUADE SSN THAT THE ARﬁA COVERED HAS NOW BEEN
MIFED AND HAS TO BE AVOIDED

C. ACTUAL MINELAY.

4. ASSESS OPTION A POSSIBLE BUT UNLIKELY AS NOTHIMNG APPARENTLY
GAIMED WHILST EXPOSING UMITS TO SSN THREAT.

5« (PTION C POSSIBLE BUT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE IMMEDIATELY ON
UK DECLARATION OF MEZ TO HAVE MAXIMUM EFFECT. ALSO ALL

CLS WOULD NOVW APPLY({SUBPARA 1E).

« IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE IF I
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2. The CATOT SAT KITOVIO ad the w/l suxili vy were sichied near Cape
Pembroke at 151800Z(brozd daylight,locel time}. Their mavamﬁﬁ%z were
observed unitil after derk(22302). Movemunts,us they were reported,
zye showm on the attached na p 5f the mress-

2. the ISP from 1800Z position,moved 5 wiles south,then YE o
a position 10 miles E of Cape Pembroke then to Port

William at 1522302

& fimal Fne,-'hﬂ rw"ﬂ.‘.

b. the the u/1 Aux from 1800Z position,moved to ¢n aren 5 miles from
. Tape Pembr-ke on a bearing of O?O » It loitered there, ;
= mating alwest constant chapges of course and speed
between 20302 and 2140Z. The auxiliary returned to
Port Stenley with the LST. e

The a&lelary moved slowly,but the speed is uncertain from the renori The
L5T wwﬁig,remalned at %~4 inots. ' ‘

The "constant §§§§§§§ of course anﬁfsp&ed" a8 reported for the auxiliary
squate less well with minelaying. It complicates the posi-ional sccuracy
of the field and does not help the laying vessel
The mreas are all within 50 fathoms and thus ere suiteble for:
i. buoyant minelerving ageinst surface ships and submarines.
ii. ground mines insﬁde 20 fathoms agminst surface ships ,and ageinst
submarines throughcut the area.

Qverall,we helleva thaﬂche mines could have been laid,prdebly with .
poor positional accuracy; the preparations before laying may not have §
to e high proportion of effective mines. It appeared directed against .
ips or submarines approaching Port Stanley,rather than against

o landing operation on beaches to the south.
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