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OPERATION CORPORATE - LANDING CFFRATIONS
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He considers that therc nay bs operavional
adventages in subjecting the Argentite Troons
on Tthe Palklants €0 & period cf OLOCKQQC and
of offensive onerations launicked fron the

sk Croup, before & landing is hounced: and
2ttty Er can be set against the operational
ges of delaying our own Iorecs.
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n‘G) : 5i _from the beginning of June, Attrition due to enemy action could
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OPERATION CORPORATE ~ LANDING OPERATIONS

1,  The Chiecfs ol Staff have been sfudying the timing of landing
operations on the Falklands and the scope for delaylng them,
‘Our pre11m1nqry views are that: :
a. - “The Carrier Force can start a sea/air blockade from
VT?29 April, "It should ‘be possible %o sustain it until August;

" but 1nten51ty of operatlons, servxceablllty problems, and

: fatlgue could cause a progresalve deterioration in effectlveness

' also 1mpa1r the effectiveness of the blockade,

-

'~?l e b. The earliest the Amphibious force would be in-a position

to land is 7 May. Peak force availability will be acbﬁev"o cn
" :16 May(when 2 Para Bn Vlll be integrated with the force), '“"'ﬂ
From the end of May a landing could be subject to increasing
‘cperational risk, the exact extent of whioh could be better
i assessed as'the date nears, However, if an effective blocxﬂde

oL is 1mposed then the capability of the Argentlnlan forces m1~ht

'GD o, _:_decllne to an even greater extent. Choice of date must in any

3 event take account of the 1& day passage time from Ascens¢on to th:

: ﬁ: Falkland Islands.. el 4€ﬁ":mf:§5£

t.:.c; 'If negotiating positions’or operafionél consideretions point
to a landing beyond the middle of May, we would need to hold many
-f~ :iOf'the troops on Ascension in tents or consider using South Georgi:
'l.as a forward base, Early arrangements for tentage, water and

" .other supplies at Ascension would be_needed.
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; 24 | suggest we consider the full implications tomorrow, after

- we have had a chance to examine CinC Fleet's outline Janding

; plah (expected today).
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