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MEETING WITH EDITORS ON FALKLANDS . R h___"f__.
1. You asked .(your SW/82/592 9/31/F of 19 Aptril) for| dxamples

of Argentinian disinformation.

24 We have examined the video films of recent BBC and ITV
transmissions now held in the DIS but have not been able to
pinpoint evidence of such disinformation. Indeed, when
unsubstantiated facts have been used, the TV commentaries have
by and large been drawing attention to the source as being
Argentinian, although of course the 'small print' spoken
caveats on reliability may well not stand out on TV as clearly
as they do when read in the press.

e There is one example where the BEC could perhaps have
qualified the source of their information rather more precisely
as having been claimed by the Argentinians. This was their
report about the claim that Argentine patrol boats had arrived
at Port Stanley. A verbatim record of the commentary is
attached from which the qualification about the source was

not very heavily underlined.

4, It seems to us in the DIS that both networks have been
exercising care in their descriptions of what they show but
inevitably, as they possess so little footage, the same shots
reappear to illustrate later reports. How far the television
authorities should be reporting such Argentinian claims at all
is of course another issue, but here one is into the realm of
editorial judgment of 'news',

D It is undoubtedly true that our Defence Attaches in
various South American countries are being subjected to a
great deal of rumour and possible deliberate disinformation.
An example has been the repeated reporting of the presence of
Mirage aircraft at Port Stanley airfield. It might therefore
be prudent (if not already done) to warn editors that they can
expect such approaches to be made also to their correspondents
in South America.

Ee In this connection, PUS should, however, be aware that the
BBC and ITV have both been magnificent in the support they have
given to the DIS in the past few weeks. They have made available
to us not only tapes of their transmissions but also much
additional material which they have not used in their programmes
but which have contained valuable items of military significance
to our intelligence analysts. It would be most unfortunate

if this unofficial (and free) arrangement were to be put at

risk by too strong an accusation of the media being duped by

the Argentinians.

y On another subject, we hope that the editors can be dissuaded
from going too deeply into UK's arrangements fpr intelligence
cooperation with other countries. PUS ig-pwdre of the sensitivity

of this subject.
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eubmarinee are heading south The British eay they doubt theee ehipe vill move :
into the 200 mile blockade zone. '"The Argentines know our reeolve and our -
capability' eald the Ministry of Defence. The Zone is patrolled we ‘assumé though
no-one confirms it, by two or more British submarines, but today intriguingly
an {1merican newspaper quoted Pentagon Officiels as saying that till yesterday
-Britain had no submarines off the Falklands, which, if it is right, means ..
] Britain was bluffing from the time the Zone was declared on Monday t’mtil yesterday.
'it'a interesting in this connection that it was only yesterday that. the - : :
‘.Ministry of Defence began -saying with absolute certainty that they knew there ', -
were no ma.jor Argentine ‘;;rsl;xips meide the zone, which or course oa; be Juet
.coincidence. Now the reason the British now talk of no ’;g':fwa.rehips inei@e ‘

- the Zone uaabevheeanab they are nov aware of the preeence of one or two small
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'Argentine patrol boats in a.nd around the harbour of Port Stanleynnd..tsm

-w‘h?‘ TSI RN

,u:d. niahxrea. mugen.tina haveubeen boasting of this successrul heating mthe
i‘blochd&tmdm ’1‘he faot 48 ‘that in the fairly ehellow coartal -atere of the

Falklands where the patrol boats are norv thought to be operating, Britain'
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nuc lear eubma:cines vould be reluctant to engage them and their torpedoee might be
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‘é’J%i% not yet been extended. Tro RAF Technicians who -er; helping maintain tho "?i' 5;
?5'. i airport through the” firnt ten days of the Argentine oocupatian are no' back g5
;é g :.; in iri;ain and have given this and other valuable infarmation to the Miniatry ‘:

ot Dofme. This means ;h;£ the Argentines would still find 1% Tl ’t’h""' ”‘" ;
op;rate majar combat aircraft off this-runway, for oxample likz tneii “‘f%?%€7%:;:
Ry A [
Mirage V fighter bombera. theae couldn't-be operated out ot.Port.Stanl;y;;x' Py
tnf noment and will be welc?mg.nevs for the approaching nritinh Fléot" f :.

%; i . ﬁi ‘This is strictly verbntim, from a videorecording. Tha English in.notably.?'ﬂ' ’ ;
N v L T A AT el ;
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