TOP SECRET - UK EYES A <§;Eéi>
\ (% :
/5,
hh‘fgjéﬁ;l cc Private Secretary

3 27@ PS/PUS
Mr Weston
j ¥ At the Chiefs of Staff meeting this morning we were given
an account of the progress of our landing forces. The main
points were as follows:-

(a) Weather conditions overnight have been ideal, with
good cloud cowver.

(b) Seven major vessels plus landing craft have entered
the Falklands Sound. Landings have been made to the
east and west of San Carlos Water. Another landing
had been made to the north in the area of Port San
Carlos.

At least one Argentine position had been overrun and
prisoners taken.

Surprise appears to have been complete. A large number
of diversionary actions had taken place and were
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The MOD will' be making a statement at 12 noon today
(copy attached). This will maintain the line that a
number of raids are going on and will be continued.

The hope is that we can thereby disguise from the
Argentines for as long as possible the fact that a
major landing has been carried out. The CBS thought
that the MOD would probably have to come clean at the
latest by tomorrow. In this case Mr Nott himself would
make a statement. The CGS was hopeful that we might

be able to disguise the fact of the landing for &
further 24 hours, by which time the bridgehead would

be fully established and our forces would have had

time to fan out. Mr Fenn is aware of the line we are
taking for the time being. The CGS was particularly
appreciative of the line taken this morning on the

'Today' programme by the Secretary of State. He thought
this exactly right and that it would help considerably
in disguising our intentions from the Argentines.
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The nearest Argentine ships are off the tip of Tierra
del Fuego (2 old : Sumhem®-class frigates). They are

a minimum of 12 to 15 hours' steaming from the Islands.
The remainder of the Argentine fleet is much further
north near the Bahia Blanca area or in Puerto Belgrano.
The weather forecast is favourable. Continuing low
cloud will make Argentine air operations difficult
against our disembarked forces.

As you will see from the attached MOD press

announcement, the fact of yesterday's helicopter crash

with the loss of 21 men is now being made public.
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