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FALKLANDS : M1 LITARY OPERATION S
1. | IF THERE - 1S A MILITARY/ INCIDENT OF $IGNIF ICANCE, YOU WILL
REGEIVE BY FLA SH TELEGRAM THE TEXT OF THE GOVER NMENT STATEMENT
EXPLAINING OUR -ACTION.  YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY DRAW THIS TO THE
ATTENTION OF T HE GOVERNMENT TO WHICH YOU ARE AC CREDITED, AT A
HIGH LEVEL. A
2. THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS PROVI DE A QUARRY ON W HTCH You MAY
DRAW® IN TAKING THI S ACTION, USING WHATEVER POINTS Y OU JUDGE
LIKEL Y TO PROVE EFFECTIVE. THE PURPOS E OF THIS [NSTRUC TION 1S
TO ENA BLE YOU TO ACT VE RY.SWIFTLY, TO F ORESTALL ADVERSE OFFICIAL
REACT 1ONS, AND MEDIA COMMENT: TO SECUR E UNDERSTANDING AND, WHEREVER
POSSIBLE, TO OBTAIN PUBLIC SUPPOR T FOR US.
3. A RGENTINA PERPETRATED AN ACT OF U NPROVOKED AGGRES SION AGA INST
TH E FALKLAND: ISLAN DS. WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO THE S EARCH FOR A
DIPLOMATIC SOLUT!O N TO THE CRISIS, WHICH IS OBVIOUS LY PREFERABLE
TO MILITARY CONFR ONTATION. HOWEV ER, BRITISH MINI STERS HAVE
REPE ATEDLY MADE CLEA R THEIR VIEW THAT BRITAIN IS FULL Y JUSTIFIED
IN EXERCISING THE! 1 NHERENT RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE, I. N ACCORDANCE
Wl TH ARTICLE 51 OF, THE UNITED NAT! ONS CHARTER: AND THAT THE USE
0 F MILITARY FORCE *COULD NOT BE EX CLUDED. THE ARG ENT INES HAVE
AL READ HAD THREE W EEKS ' IN WHICH TO COMPLY WITH THE MANDATORY
SC  RESOLUTION 502, T HEY SHOW NO SIGN OF READINESS TO DO $0.
4. AR GENTINA!S CYNICA L DEFIANCE OF TH E RULE OF LAW AN DOF
INTERNATIO NAL OPINION,' IF NOT RESISTED, WO ULD ENCOURAGE FU RTHER
SIMILAR A CTS, WHETHER BY THE ARGENTINES OR BY OTHERS. IT 18
A FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF THE PRINCIPLES WHICH SHOULD GOVERN T HE
SETTLEMENT O F DISPUTES, AND OF THE [NVIOLABI LITY OF FRONTIER S.
THERE IS A WIDE CONSENSUS AM ONGST THIRD WORL D AND SMALLER ST ATES,
NOT LEAST ' IN AFRICA, THAT THE' INVIOLABILI TY OF BORDERS SH OULD
BE RESPEC TED. BREACH OF THIS PRINCIPLE W OULD PRODUCE A
PANDORA!S BOX OF NEW DISPUTES
5.” THERE HAS A LREADY BEEN WIDE PUBLIC SUPPORT F OR STANDING
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UP TO AGGR ESSION BY AN AUT HORITARIAN REGIM E, AND RECOGNITIO N OF 3
THE FALKL ANDERS UNWILLINGNESS TO BE RULED BY AN ALIEN POW ER. :

THE FALKLAN D! ISLANDERS CANN OT SPEAK FOR THE MSELVES AGAIN UN TIL
ARGENTINE W' ITHDRAWAL HAS BE EN COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SCR 502. THAT WITHDRAWAL THERE FORE REMAINS OUR FIRST OBJECTIVE
AND WE SHALL P URSUE! IT WITH DE TERMINATION BOTH IN NEGOTIAT ION
AND | IF NECESSAR Y! IN ACTION.
6+ WE RECOGNISE THAT SOME GOVERN MENTS MAY FIND I T HARDER TO
GlV E US THEIR CONTI NUING SUPPORT IF WE JUDGE IT NEC ESSARY TO
TAKE THE! INITIATIVEi I N MILITARY OPERA TIONS, AND IF WE HAVE TO
INFLI CT CASUALTIES. W E SHALL USE NO M ORE FORCE THAN | S NECESSARY
TO SECURE ARGENTIN E WITHDRAWAL FROM THE FALKLANDS. NEVERTHELESS,
WE ACCEPT THAT T HERE WILL BE SOM E WHO WILL REGAR D THEIR DIS-
APPROVAL OF THE AR GENTINE/ INVASION AS BEING VALID ONLY SO LONG
A S WE D@ NOT OURSE LVES RESORT TO T HE USE OF FORCE I[N SELF-
DEFENCE AND [N DEFENC E OF OUR TERRITO RIAL INTEGRITY. BUT WE
WISH TO MAKE IT CLEAR T O THESE GOVERNMEN TS THAT THIS LIN E OF
ARGUMENT AMOUNTS TO AN ADM' ISSION THAT AGGR ESSION PAYS.
7 « SELF-DETERMINA TION OF PEOPLES HAS BEEN A CORNE RSTONE OF
THE INTERNATIONAL ORD ER AT LEAST SINC E THE FOUNDATION OF THE
LEAGUE OF NATIONS., THI S IS AN IMPORTAN T POINT OF PRINCI PLE
WHICH MUST BE UPHELD. COL OMIALISM' IS NOT T HE ISSUE. INDEE D,
IT IS ARGEN TINA WHICH IS SE EKING TO SUBJECT AN ESTABL ISHED
COMMUNITY TO AL IEN RULE, AGAINS T THEIR CLEARLY E XPRESSED WISHES.
DESPITE THE FA CT THAT ARGENTIN A FORMERLY HAD C OLONIAL STATUS
ITSELE, ! ITS" INVAS | ION OF THE FALKL AND ISLANDS' IS T ANTAMOUNT TO
€O LONIAEISMa (YOU MAY ALSO WISH T O DRAW ON OUR GUI DANCE TELE-
GR AM NO.61s)
8. THE STANDING OF THE UN/IS DIMINI SHED IF A MANDAT ORY
RESOLUTION OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL CAN BE D ISREGARDED. IT 1 §
BRITISH POLI CY TO SECURE THE i IMPLEMENTATION O F SCR 502.
ARG ENTINA SHOULD VAC ATE ITS AGGRESSI ON IN COMPLIANCE WITH ITS
UN OB LIGATIONS. NOTHI NG .WHICH BRITAIN HAS DONE IS IN ANY WAY
INCONS1 STENT WITH OUR O BLIGATIONS UNDER THE CHARTER.
9 « THERE ARE LIK ELY TO BE ALLEGAT IONS OF UNITED $ TATES COLLUS ION
W ITH OUR MILITAR Y OPERATIONS, DE SIGNED TO DISCRED IT SECRETARY
H AlG AS A NEGOTIAT OR. . YOU SHOULD MAKE! IT CLEAR TH AT OUR MILITARY
PLANS HAVE BEEN EXCLUSIVELY IN B RITISH HANDS. W E HAVE NOT
THO UGHT' IT APPROPRIA TE TO DISCUSS THE M EVEN WITH OUR CLOSEST
ALLIES, FROM WHOM WE HA VE, HOWEVER, SOUG HT AND RECEIVED SOLID
SUPPORT' I N THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FIE LDS.
10, WE LOO. K FOR THE UNEQUI VOCAL AND EXPLICI T MAINTENANCE OF THIS
SUPPORT, AND FOR ASSURANC ES THAT PRESSURE WILL BE SUSTAINE D FOR
ARGENTINA' IS WITHDRAWAL FR OM THE FALKLAND | SLANDS.
11. P LEASE REPORT RES PONSE BY IMMEDIAT E TELEGRAM, WITH A BRIEF
ACCOU NT OF MEDIA REACT IONS.
12. FOR YOUR OWN INFORMA TION, WE WOULD N OT EXPECT THE
A RGENTINES NECESS ARILY TO TREAT LI MITED MILITARY O PERAT IONS
INITI ATED BY EITHER S/ IDE IN THE AREA O F THE FALKLAND | SLANDS
AND DEP ENDENGIES AS ACT S OF WAR. IF THE Y WERE TO/DO SO, WE
SHOULD HAV'E NO OPTION BUT T O ACCEPT THAT A STATE OF WAR EXIS TED
AND TO TAK E MEASURES ACCOR DINGLY. THE IMPL ICATIONS WOULD B E
COVERED: IN FU RTHER INSTRUCTIO NS. 5
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