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FROM COMMCEN F €O LONDON
TO GOVERNOR G IBR ALTAR
M ODUK
CINCFLEET

RéE/SY R RI‘E €% E D
SIC A3A/A2N/: l9F
RESTR ICTED
DESKBY 251939 Z UKMIS NEW YORK- ; WASHINGTON
FM FCO 251845Z APR: 82
TO' IMMERIA TE UKMIS NEW YOR.K
TELEGRAM: NUM BER 297 OF 25 AP RIL
AND: TO Wﬁs HINGTON AND* IMMED IATE CERTAIN OTH ER POSTSs
MY TELN 296. FALKL AND-ISLANDS. SUB MARINE [INCIDENT OFF
SOUTH QEO

?HE\% NISTRY OF DEFEN CE HAVE [SSUED T HE FOLLOW ING
A NNOUNCEM . CONC ERMING THE SUBMA RINE' INCIDENT OF F SOUTH

[EORGIA o - JNSs - THE BRITISH TASK GRO UP ENGAGED IN OP ERATIONS

OFE. S QUTH GEORG[A DET ECTED AN ARGENT! NE SUBMAR INE CLO SE
OFF THE GOA ST NEAR THE HARB OUR AT GRYTVIKEN AT FIRST LIGHT
THIS MORNINGs & - HEL ICOPTERS WERE SENT TO ENGAGE IT IN ORDER
TO ~SAFEGUARD OUR S HIPS AND THE MEN ABOARD. THE SU BMARINE,
WHICGH -HAS -BEEN: DAMAGE P, IS BELIEVED TO BE THE SANTA FE.
ENDS«
24 FOLLOWING IS UNATTRIBUTABLE B ACKGROUND. BEGI NS. THE
PRESE NCE; OF AN ARGEN TINE SUBMARINE PA TROLLING IN THIS AREA
CLGSE T @ ELEMENTS OF TH E BRITISH TASK F ORCE OFF SOUTH
GEORGIA, CONSTIT UTED A CLEAR THR EAT AND HAD THER EFORE TO
BE, DE' ALT; WITH ACCORD I NGLYs THIS ACTI ON WAS TAKEN [N
PURSUANCE OF Q@ UR# INHERENT RIGH T TO SELF DEFENC E UNDER
ARTICLE :51 OF THE UN C HARTER: AND AGAIN ST THE BACKGROUN D OF
OUR (NOTIE ICATION ON FRIDA Y 23 APRIL TO TH E ARGENT INE
GO VERNMENT THAT! AN ¥ APPROACH OGN TH E PART OF ARGENT INE
WARSHIPS 4/ INCLUD ING SUBMAR INES««.WHICH COU LD AMOUNT TO A
THREAT TO! INTER: FERE WITH THE MIS SION OF BRITISH FORCES IN
THE SOUTH ATLANTEC Wi ILL ENCOUNTER TH E APPROPRIATE RE SPONSE,. !
ARGEN TINE PUBLIC REAC TION TO THIS NOT IFICAT ION DEMONS TRATES
CLEARLY,  THAT THIS WARNIN G HAD BEEN RECE IVED AND DULY
NOTED. ENDS «
34 i IN ANSWER T Q FURTHER QUEST\ ONING, MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
JINT! END TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING LINES UNATTR IBUTAELY.
(1) QUESTION: HOW.WAS THE SUB MARINE DEMONSTRA T ING HOSTILE
I NTENT? ANSWER: THE SUBMARINE H AD CLEAR INTENT. TO
INTERFERE. Wi FTH UNITS OF THE BRITISH TASK FO RCE. A WARNING
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WAS DELIVERED TO' THE ARGEMTIN ES ON FRIDAY. T HE SUBMARINE
GNOREDY 1T+
(1) QUESTION: W AS THE SUBMARINE ON THE SURFACE?
ANSWER S YES4 BUT THE SUBMAR' INEAS CAPABILITY ' IS NOT
AFFECT ED BY WHETHER! | T WAS ON THE SUR FACE OR UNDER WA TER»
WHETHER & UBMERGED OR NOT, THE SUBMARINE W AS AN OBVIOUS
THREAT TO BRIT! $H FORCES.
(F1:4) QUESTION: DI D THE:ROYAL NAVY FIRE FIRST?
A NSWER: THE FORCE § COMMANDER HAS VERY PRECISE INS TRUCT IONSe
IN VIEW OF THE/ INHE RENT AND OBVIOUS THREAT FROM TH E SUBMAR INE ¥
TO BRITISH FORCES, BRITISH COMMAN DER COULD NOT RI SK WAITING ,
TO BE ATTACKED AND WAS THEREFORE O BLIGED TO TAKE A PPPOPRIATE
COU NTER MEASURESs THE ARGENTINE S.UBMARINE WAS CLE ARLY
INTENDING TO' INTERFERE W/ ITH THE MISSION OF BRITISH FORCE §
I SOUTH AT LAMTICs A WARMIN G HAD BEEN GIVEN TO
ARGENT INA ‘ON FRIDAY. ARG ENTINA CHOSE TO IGNORE IT. AS
IS WELL. KNOWN, -~ SOUTH GEORGIA AND BRITISH FORC ES ON
IT HAD BEEN ATTACKED BY ARGENTINE FORCE $ ON 3 APRILs
4s YOU SHOUL D TAKE THE SAME LINE.
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