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1 You asked for my views on Attachment 2 to COS(Misc)l72/742/1.

2e It is stated in paragraph - ' raf submission that
the proposal in the submission is a c: varate from those
discussed in the paper about the Arg "'; arrier now going
forward. I am not sure that I fully acce] thws proposition.
Rule 206 for surface ships and aircraft ies OﬂlV to "threaten-
ing" Argentine units wnlck may be +tdczed in order to prevent

a pre-emptive attack and ensure Surv1vablllty. If the Argentine
carrier is, on the basis of the proposal for a "thin red line"
kept sufficiently distant from the Task Force and the MEZ as not
to constitute a threat to the Task Force (because its aircraft
could not reach the Task Force without crossing the line), then
I do not see how it could be assessed to be a threatening unit.
If the "thin red line" proposal is adopted, I would have much
less difficulty in giving authority to the SSN to take the
necessary action should the carrier cross the "thin red line"

%ra In the circumstances, I frankly fail to see why this parti-
cular proposal should be con51dered to be a case separate from
those discussed in the other paper about the carrier which is
now going forward. Perhaps you could have a word with me n ¥ 4
you think I have somehow misunderstood the position.
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Ian Sinclair -
Legal Adviser

29 April 1982
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