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ARGENTINA'S SUBMARINE SANTA FE Q z,.f

1. The attached telegram’f?bm Cinc Fleet requests permission to
tow the damaged Argentine submarine Santa Fe clear of South
Georgia and sink her in deep water. The reasons for this proposed
action are set out in the telegram. The Ministry of Defence

have sought our advice.

o
Mr Fesyﬁ/ ééi@u%L’%bM Véw; [

2. I spoke to Mr Darwin (Legal Adivsers), who has advised as
follows:

'*This action is liable to be critieised as an unnecessary
and gratuitous act of damage carried out against Argentina.
Only if it is necessary for the continued safe use of the
harbour could it be justified. 1t is not sutficrent 2t

it is merely convenient. Could the submarine not be
beached elsewhere rather than sunk in deep water where it
will be completely lost? Only if it is necessary and the
only reasonable course could it be defended''.

3. In answer to my question, Mr Darwin said that we could leave
ourselves open to a claim from the Argentine Government if we

do not act in accordance with these principles. Our action over
the Falkland Islands was based on the principle of self defence
and any action taken in pursuance of this principle should be
immediate and necessary.

4. I have passed this on to the DS5 representative in the DSC.
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OPERATION PRRARUET

1. RERQUEST PERMISSION TO SIHK ARG S-1 SAaHTA FE 1H DEEF HiofER €DiiEE
1208 FaTHOMS) CLEAR OF SOUTH GEORGI& IF THIS CONSIDERED PRACTICEBLE
AFTER ACSESSMENT BY SHSRO EMBARKED TUG SALURCEMAN. .

2. SANT& FE 1S DaMAGED AND GENERALLY UHSEAHORTHY . SHE HAS A FULL
BUTEIT BB LEcFORS {1HE 42 TORFEDEECSY AHD 1“ A POTEMTIAL HAZARD TO
PERSONNEL AND SHORE INSTARLLATIONS. IF SHE SIHKS IN SHatlOW WARTEFR SHE
HOULD @LS0 BE A HAZARD TO SHIFFING <(AREF USED BY TRAWLERS OF SEUVERAL
HRTIONS) AND WHOULD ®LSO BE AN ENUIRONMENTAL POLLUTION THRERT.

2. DURING SIHKING TH_~: 1S & RISK THAT TORPEDDES E8ULD EXPILUDE

PRAGE 2 REDECIRAE S FEC R E T

CERSED OH FVB TGPpgDD EVPnRI_NrE THI° COULD BE A5 LITTLE AS 488 cECT\
-4 SINHKIHG JN'DEEP UQTEP NDULD HHL_ FOLLDHIHG ﬁDUHNTHG_-

K. EXPLOSIVE HAZARD WOULD BE REDUCED TO ﬁINIMUM BY EBEING CLERR OF
LAND-/ARER USED PY FOREIGHN FISHING “ESQELS

B. HULK NO LONGER HAZARD TO SHORE :

C. HULK UDULD NOT EECOME DANGER 1O SHIPPING

.D. ENUIRONMENTAL HAZARDS 10O CHURE/MPPINE AND HI'DLIFE/EPO‘QGY'UQULﬁ
BE HMININISER:

E.EXPLOSIVE CDHTEHTS B s EVHMTN:D AND HHERE PDCSIELK RENDERED
SAFE EY FCDT (EMBARKED STEMA SER SPREADR) BEFORE UHDpPTQYIHG TOU. IF
APPROVED MILL USE- TYPHOON AND SALUAGEMAN. e -
€. SEINKIHG HOULD E‘CHRPIED OUT CLERR OF SHIPPING -
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