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SUBJECT: PRESS REPCRTING ON US/UK INTELL!GENCE COOPERATION DURING Tt
FALKLAND CRISIS,

1, DURING A CALL YESTERDAY ON DIRECTOR DIA BY DIRECTOR GCHQ, SIR
BRIAN TOVEY RAISED THE SUBJECT OF PRESS REPORTING ON INTELLIGENCE
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE US/UK, PARTICULARLY DURING THE CURRENT
CRISIS. :

2 THE SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSION TOUCHED ON THE ACTUAL !LENTIFICATION OF
QUOTE OFFICIAL SOURCES FROM EJTHER MOD OR THE PEMTAGON UNQUOTE,

GEN WILLIAMS GAVE AS AN |LLUSTRATION THE TECHNIQUE USED BY JOHN
MCUETHY OF ABC MEWS WHO PHGNES AROUND SEVERAL DOD SOURGES, AND THEN
PIECES A STORY TOGETHER FROM THE FRAGMENTS THUS OBTAINED USING A
TAG OF OFFICIAL PENTAGON SOURCES.
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TAG OF OFFICIAL PENTACON SOURCES.

3. SIR BRIAN QUTLINED THE VERY SERIOUS VIEW TAKEN BY HMG OF THE LONG
TERM IMPACT OF RECENT PRESS REPORTING IN THE UK ON INTELLIGENCE
ACTIVITIES AND RECEIVED AN ASSURANCE IN RETURN THAT DOD HAS TAKEN
STEPS TO ENSURE THAT SENSITIVE INFORMATION IS NOT GIVEN TO THE PUBLIC
AFFAIRS STAFF WHO DEAL WITH THE PRESS.

4, COMMENT. READERS OF THE BERNSTEIN/WOODWARD BOOK QUOTE ALL THE
PRESIDENTS MEN UNQUOTE WILL BEGIN TO COMPREHEND HOW AMERICANS IN
POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY SPEAK WITH THE MOST REMARKABLE FREEDOM
TO PRESS ENQUIRIES EVEN ON SENSITIVE SUBJECTS. THUS INVESTIGATIVE
REPORTING ON INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES AND COOPERATION IS NOT LIKELY
TO BE DAMPED DOWN BY THE ACTION DESCRIBED IN PARA 2,
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