SECRET

Mr Wes cc: Mr Wright
Defence” Department Mr Gillmore

USE OF AMERICAN TANKER AIRCRAFT

ik Mr Harding (DS8) telephoned me thisxevening to enquire
whether we had any objection to a message going from the CAS to
his American opposite number seeking the use of 2 KC135 tanker
to refuel Phantoms and Light&nings. The latter would be
performing NATO tasks over the North Sea and had no connection

with Operation Corporate. The Joint Chiefs had wndoziaien indicaled

that they would agree to such a request if a formal approach

were made. Mr Harding argued that the Victor force was currently
over-stretched because of the deployment of aircraft to the South
Atlantic; American help would give much needed flexibility. [ #
asked whether this flexibility would allow the MOD to add
significantly to the categories of operatioms which it can at
present carry out around the Falkland Islands. He replied that
there were at present no plans to do anything new.

After consulting you, you’agreed that the Americans
could be approached.
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