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FALELAND ISLANDS IANDING OPERATIONS — PUBLIC PRESENTATION j

T There would be military and political adventages to be

gained if we were able initially to disguise the scale of

landing operations. We could do this without affecting

the operation itself.

2 Militarily we should aim at creating the msximum
uncerteinty in the Argentine high command. The potential
. benefits are the holding back of a concerted Argentine air

ettack (the major threat in the landing phase) to await

'the main invasion'; and the holding back of Argentine B
Ieserves on the Falkland Islznds from all out comritment

against the landirg. The Argentine Airvcraft Carrier and

other naval forces might continue as now, withdrawm zznd

s Politically, we should encourage uncertainty in the

S -

]

f the Argentine Junta. Their reccocurse to the
scurity Council could be delayed. The renewel of EEC
sznctions, and the handling of world opirion generally,

might be nsde less difficult,

4. I believe therefore, that cur landing operations should
bs precented initially as scmething less then an-invesion;

.

a iogical development of earlier raiding cperations, one
nore turn of the screw to encourege the Arzentines to withdraw

A presence on the Yelunds, it could be said, will enable us to

bring yet more pressure to bear on the Argentine garrison,
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a&dopt this course it would be necessary to

Jaﬁ nanage" reporting of military events in the South Atlantic.

>

This would require either the full co- operation of

correspondents with the Task Force or the editing of their

material by the MOD. This could create a Public Relations

vacuun which would need careful handling.

O This is only a matter of presentation. Actual fighting
operations in and around the Falklands would be unsffected.

I believe nothing to be lost, since we have the option at any
time of announcing that we are caerrying out full scale operations

. aimed at

repossession of the Islands.

Recommendation )

£ I invite OD(SL) to agree:

8. that initial landing operations be presented
as outlined in this paper, in order to conceal
their actval scale and thus create uncertainty in

the Argentine High Commend end Government

b. that the necessary action should be talen

obarked Prass.
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