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SITUATION REPORT FOR OPERATION SUTTON AS AT 231SC0A MAY

4 There have been no official reports of contact with
Argentine forces ashore in tne Falkland Islands since the last
sizuation report st 11004 Goday.

2 Before dawn this morning, the Falkland Island Company

Vessel MONSUNEN which was located by a Harrier yesterday afternoon,
was intercepted by a ship of the Task Force close to the southern
shore:of East Falkland, Tae ship fired starshell teo illuminete

the vessel which was run aground and ahsndoned by her crew.

There: sice mo reports of any casualiies, :

Tie Sea Harriers on combat zir patrol over the Falkland Sound
sighted three Argentinian helloopuers proceeding south along
the western shore of the Sound in the vicinity of Shag Cove.
The Sea Harriers attacked causing the leading helicopter, a
Pome, %o erashintofthe: hil Teddies sridtexplode,. a8 Eaia helicopter
landed but- was set on firve by guntiresand bhicubhltrdianstas @
Puma, was engaged on the ground but damage was not assessed

4, At 1345 local time two A4 aircraft approached our ships
in San Carlos Water, no bombs were seen to be released and one
A4 was shot down by ANTELOPE. In the second wave ANTELOPE was
hit by an unexpleded bomb and it . is thoucht that one 44 meaw
have hit ANTELOPE's mast and may have dltched subsequently.
Casualtles in ANTELOPE are as yet unknovn.

S At 1412 local time two waves of Mirage aircraft attac ced
our ships.in the Sound. BROADSWORD's Seawolf accounted for 1;
ANTELEOFE and PLYMOUTH accounted for. another with 20 mm guns
and 1 further Mirsge possibly splashed. In a simultaneous
raid Sea Harriers on combat air patrol splashed 2 Mirage.

5 There have been no reports of any attacks on the Cafrier
Battle Group.
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3 MAY
Before dawn the Falkland Island Company vessel Monsunen, which
had been commandeered by the Argentine Forces, was intercepted by
a British warship close to the southern shore of East Falkland.
When the British ship fired starshell the Monsunen was run aground
and abandoned by her crew. ZNO casualties have been reported;7
In another incident, Task Force Sea Harriers detected and engaged
three Argentine helicopters over the Falkland sound. Twe Pumas Weie
and o

destroyedA a Bell helicopterhset on fire on the ground.

In the early afternoon Argentine
aircraft once again attacked British ships in San Carlos water.
The frigate HMS Antelope was seriously damaged and had to be aban-
doned. ©She sank the following day. 5 Mirage and & Skyhawk were
shot down, with a further aircraft probably destroyed by our
aircraft ,and land or SH? based missiles. In the evening a Sea Harrier
aircraft was lost in an accident, bringing British casualties for

the day to 2 dead and 7 wounded. On land British forces continued to

consolidate their position.




