CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

21 March 1985

Deas Unadter,

Please refer to your letter of 12 March about the
telemessages received by the Prime Minister from Dr Shapour
Bakhtiar. You asked for a draft reply.

The telemessage from Dr Bakhtiar, who was Iranian
Prime Minister for a brief period immediately before the
Revolution in 1979 and who now heads one of the exile
opposition groups based in Paris, appeals for an early end
to the Iran/Iraq conflict and in particular for an arms embargo
on Iran.

Although Dr Bakhtiar does not give an address we could
no doubt pass a reply to his office through our Embassy in
Paris. However, we should not advise this course of action.
We avoid as far as possible entering into discussions with
the various Iranian opposition groups. This would apply
especially to the Prime Minister since it is virtually certain
that any response to Dr Bakhtiar would be quoted, perhaps
selectively, in opposition publications. This could only lead
to difficulties with the current regime. We are also
concerned about the association of the opposition groups with
acts of terrorism. Dr Bakhtiar's group recently claimed
responsibility for several acts of violence inside Iran.

Dr Bakhtiar has in the past written to the Foreign
Secretary and we have not responded to him. In the case of
his telemessage to the Prime Minister we suggest that no reply
be sent but that to avoid discourtesy our Embassy in Paris
be instructed to respond to any enquiries from Dr Bakhtiar's
office by acknowledging that his telemessage has been received
and his views have been carefully noted. We would propose
to take a similar line if approached by Dr Bakhtiar's office

in London.
a 2
LoV Appleyar!3] O

Private Secretar

C D Powell Esq
No 10 Downing Street
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CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 21 March 1985

Thank you for your letter of 21 March
about the reply to Dr. Bakhtiar. I agree
with what you propose.

(CHARLES POWELL)

L.V. Appleyard, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 12 March,; 1985

I enclose a copy of a telemes ge
the Prime Minister has received from Chapour
Bakhtiar.

I should be grateful if you could
let me have a draft reply as soon as possible.

P Ricketts, I
Foreign and C
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50N EXCELLENCE MADANE NARGRRET TATCHER
PREMIER MNINISTRE DE LA GRANDE BRETRGNE
LONDON

PRONER LA GUERRE, ENCORE LR GUERRE: TOUJOURS

LR GUERREs JUSQGU'AR LA VICTOGIRE FINALE.

IL EST CERTRIN QUE POUR LES HOMMES DE BONNE VOLONTE EPRIS

BDE PAIX ET DE PROGRES 51 VICTOGIRE IL-V-f C'EST BIEN LA VICTOIRE
DE LA RAISON CONSTRUCTIVE SUR LE FANATISME DESTRUCTEUR. LE PEUPLE
IRAKIEN 51 DBUREMENT EPROUVE
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DROIT D'ESPERER QUE LE GOUVERNEMENT DE LA GRANDE-BRETAGNE
CONTRIBUERA EFFICACENENT A LA CESSATION DES HOSTILITES ET
APPORTERA 30N PRECIEUX CONCOURS A L'ETABLISSEMENT DE LA PRIX
DANS CETTE REGION DU NONBE.
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