PRIME MINISTER

Michael Heseltine's note (attached) asks for a co-ordinated
approach to ensure tgat we get the maximum national advantage
from a number of simultaneous develoéﬁents in the high
technology area vii SDI, Eureka, defence collaboration
particularly the Eurg§éan figﬁter Aircraft, and review of the
Government's R & D. He wants to discuss it at OD on Friday.

I don't know what this means in practice. Obviously decisions
in each area need to be taken in awareness of what is going on
in the others. But an attempt to but all the decisions in a
single framework is a recipe for delay, giganE}sm and more
bureaucracy. Anyway a mechanism fg?—ieepidgﬂén over-view
a1r555§ exists in the Scientific Secretariat of the Cabinet
Office and the person of the Chief Scientific Adviser.

Since he has circulated his minute to members of OD, you may
want to let him raise his point briefly at the end. But you
will want to avoid any commitment to further studies or new
machinery.
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