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CAVEAT

CALL ON THE SECRETARY OF STATE BY JORDANIAN DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
AND FOREIGN MINISTER

Summary
g Jordanian disappointment at frankness of our press statement.
But understood our reasons and blamed problems on tack . of

7' communication on Palestinian side. Anxious to know whether we

would reinstate the visit if they could achieve PLO agreement to
the original statement. I said we would need to reflect on that.
1 underlined our continuing firm support for the King's
initiative. Jordanians have decided to cancel their Viesite o
Luxembourg.

Detail

B 1 agreed to receive a courtesy call from the Jordanian Deputy
Prime Minister Majali and Foreign Minister Masri this morning in
place of the call by the joint delegation. The Jordanians were
given a copy of our press statement as they entered the room.
Their initial concern was to manage things so as to avoid damage

to the peace process and the image of the Palestinians concerned.
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I made plain our great disappopintment at these events.

Jordanians we had taken risks for
convinced that it was right to do
delegation's visit could not take
setback to the King's initiative.
us because we
the
L

morning.

right one.

The King had asked that
to the Prime Minister and me for

was deeply sorry at

continued to believe that

what Britain had done.

the turn events had taken.

Like the
peace. We were more than ever
so. The fact that the

place would be seen as 2 major
to

Thas. wassofgreat-"concern

the King's approach was

Masri said that he had spoken to the King in Scotland this

hisbpersonat thanks be passed on
The King

The Jordanians were

clear that lack of communication on the Palestinian side was to

' blame.

and other PLO leaders.

They had been making frantic efforts to contact Arafat

But Arafat had denied all

knowledge of

the proposed joint statement and the two Palestinians had

decided that they could not accept

PLO Executive Committee.
4. In answer to a question from
was no iquestion of oup
without any
i

that

Having read our own

Tt tnas venry-strong

it was-an-accurate

that it would destroy the credibility of Milhem and Khoury.

the negotiations last night on

agreement had been very close.

statement

and very honest.

the

it without endorsement from the

Masri I made clear that there

accepting a call by the joint delegation

agreed press statement.

to the press, Masri commented

He did not dispute that

account of the position, but he was concerned

In

joint press statement,

The British and Jordanian

representatives had been united in trying to press the

Palestinians on the only outstanding point, & specific

t.o “I'sprael. Now * 9n teae

| b okt
narrowing that remaining gap e

6 Masri asked for advice on

to Luxembourg.

read ‘our. press

Having now

lLight of our
have

how

statement he was even more

reference

statement the chance of

2 e ost.

tc handle their proposed V1

They had already been thinking of cancelling it.

inclined to
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do so, »e—=¥ tO0 preserve intact the possibility of mounting a

3 joint delegation to Britain and the EC Presidency in the future.
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af c,méf(agreed that in the circumstances

| cancellation seemed the right course. The Jordanians appeared to

i decice there and then that they would do so.

g Looking to the future, <e Sty gf~£t:4{ underlined
that we would make plain in public our admiration for all that
71the King was trying to do and our determination to go on working
with him. Majali said that he was confident it would be possible
ﬂzto sort things out with the PLO and get their agreement to an
'acceptable statement. Masru pressed me on whether we would be
prepared to receive a delegation if the same joint statement could
'be agreed in the future:. 1 replied that I would need to talk this
' over with the Prime Minister. Today's events themselves created
=iia new Situation and any agreed statement would accordingly be
f;Looked at even more critically.

8. In conclusion I said that 1 had spoken to the Prime Minister
ibefore the meeting. We were both very disappointed that these
‘dif‘icuLties had arisen. 1 asked the Jordanians to pass on to the

King our deep regret at theset back togthe desperately difficult
' task he was engaged on, and our continuing support for him.

Masri commented that the Jordanians were more than ever certain

that the path they had mapped out was the right - Qnes I1f.they

failed the resulting explosion in the region would only benefit
the radicals.
The Come Minihee will be -foJ(mj Ke Km-j & ?Momv(
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