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THE PRIME MINISTER 14 October 1985
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I wanted to let you know personally how deeply
disappointed I was that the meeting between Sir Geoffrey Howe

and the joint Jordanian/Palestinian Delegation which I
announced at Agaba had to be called off today.

We only learned-mt the very last moment that the two
Palestinian representatives were not willing to associate

themselves with the public statement already agreed with Zaid

Rifai.

I attached great importance - as I know you did - to
this meeting and the accompanying joint statement as a
contribution we could make to your own tireless efforts for
peace. I am all the more sad that despite the efforts of
your own Ministers the refusal by the Palestinian
representatives to accept a specific reference to Israel has
produced this setback. I am very conscious that the outcome
can only add further to the grievous burden you already

carry.

/We concluded




We concluded that it was essential to explain publicly

the background to today's events. I realise the difficulties

that this may cause on the Palestinian side. But I firmly
believe that in pursuing the cause of peace the truth remains
our strongest weapon. We shall only overcome the obstacles

ahead if we confront them together in a spirit of frankness.

At this difficult time let me emphasise once again my
own staunch support for your peace initiative. I am
convinced that we were right to take the risks involved in
inviting the delegation and that we must now go on searching
for further ways of carrying things forward. We shall need
to keep closely in touch on how to move forward in the weeks

and months ahead.
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CALL ON THE SECRETARY OF STATE BY JORDANIAN DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
AND FOREIGN MINISTER

Summary
g Jordanian disappointment at frankness of our press statement.
But understood our reasons and blamed problems on tack . of

7' communication on Palestinian side. Anxious to know whether we

would reinstate the visit if they could achieve PLO agreement to
the original statement. I said we would need to reflect on that.
1 underlined our continuing firm support for the King's
initiative. Jordanians have decided to cancel their Viesite o
Luxembourg.

Detail

B 1 agreed to receive a courtesy call from the Jordanian Deputy
Prime Minister Majali and Foreign Minister Masri this morning in
place of the call by the joint delegation. The Jordanians were
given a copy of our press statement as they entered the room.
Their initial concern was to manage things so as to avoid damage

to the peace process and the image of the Palestinians concerned.
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I made plain our great disappopintment at these events.

Jordanians we had taken risks for
convinced that it was right to do
delegation's visit could not take
setback to the King's initiative.
us because we
the
L

morning.

right one.

The King had asked that
to the Prime Minister and me for

was deeply sorry at

continued to believe that

what Britain had done.

the turn events had taken.

Like the
peace. We were more than ever
so. The fact that the

place would be seen as 2 major
to

Thas. wassofgreat-"concern

the King's approach was

Masri said that he had spoken to the King in Scotland this

hisbpersonat thanks be passed on
The King

The Jordanians were

clear that lack of communication on the Palestinian side was to

' blame.

and other PLO leaders.

They had been making frantic efforts to contact Arafat

But Arafat had denied all

knowledge of

the proposed joint statement and the two Palestinians had

decided that they could not accept

PLO Executive Committee.
4. In answer to a question from
was no iquestion of oup
without any
i

that

Having read our own

Tt tnas venry-strong

it was-an-accurate

that it would destroy the credibility of Milhem and Khoury.

the negotiations last night on

agreement had been very close.

statement

and very honest.

the

it without endorsement from the

Masri I made clear that there

accepting a call by the joint delegation

agreed press statement.

to the press, Masri commented

He did not dispute that

account of the position, but he was concerned

In

joint press statement,

The British and Jordanian

representatives had been united in trying to press the

Palestinians on the only outstanding point, & specific

t.o “I'sprael. Now * 9n teae

| b okt
narrowing that remaining gap e

6 Masri asked for advice on

to Luxembourg.

read ‘our. press

Having now

lLight of our
have

how

statement he was even more

reference

statement the chance of

2 e ost.

tc handle their proposed V1

They had already been thinking of cancelling it.

inclined to
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af c,méf(agreed that in the circumstances

| cancellation seemed the right course. The Jordanians appeared to

i decice there and then that they would do so.

g Looking to the future, <e Sty gf~£t:4{ underlined
that we would make plain in public our admiration for all that
71the King was trying to do and our determination to go on working
with him. Majali said that he was confident it would be possible
ﬂzto sort things out with the PLO and get their agreement to an
'acceptable statement. Masru pressed me on whether we would be
prepared to receive a delegation if the same joint statement could
'be agreed in the future:. 1 replied that I would need to talk this
' over with the Prime Minister. Today's events themselves created
=iia new Situation and any agreed statement would accordingly be
f;Looked at even more critically.

8. In conclusion I said that 1 had spoken to the Prime Minister
ibefore the meeting. We were both very disappointed that these
‘dif‘icuLties had arisen. 1 asked the Jordanians to pass on to the

King our deep regret at theset back togthe desperately difficult
' task he was engaged on, and our continuing support for him.

Masri commented that the Jordanians were more than ever certain

that the path they had mapped out was the right - Qnes I1f.they

failed the resulting explosion in the region would only benefit
the radicals.
The Come Minihee will be -foJ(mj Ke Km-j & ?Momv(

HOWE  MESfagl  in Sedlard  Iakee today,
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STATEMENT ON THE POSTPONEMENT OF MEETING WITH JOINT
JORDANIAN/PALESTINIAN DELEGATION: TO BE MADE BY THE
MINISTER OF STATE, THE BARONESS YOUNG IN THE HOUSE OF
LORDS ON TUESDAY 15 OCTOBER 1985.

1. At the end of her visit to Jordan, my right hon
Friend, the Prime Minister, announced in Agaba on

20 September her agreement that my right hon and
learned Friend, the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary,
would receive in London a joint Jordanian/Palestinian
delegation. Our objective in issuing this invitation
was to assist the search for peace in the Middle East
and to demonstrate in a practical way our support for
King Hussein's courageous initiative of 11 February in
which he challenged the Palestinians to join him in a
joint approach to peace negotiations with Israel. We
intended to use the meeting to explain at a high level

our strongly-held view that a peaceful settlement must

be based on the fundamental and balanced principles of

the right of Israel to exist in peace and security and

the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination.

2. It was agreed that the delegation would be led by the
Jordanian Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Majali, and the Foreign
Minister of Jordan, Mr Masri. The names of the two
Palestinian delegates, Mr Milhem and Bishop Khoury, were

put forward on the understanding that they personally

/supported




supported a peaceful settlement of the Arab/Israel
dispute on the basis of the relevant United Nations
resolutions and were opposed to terrorism and violence.
We received unambiguous assurances that the two
Palestinians would make this clear publicly during their

stay in London.

3. Last week our Ambassador at Amman negotiated with the
Jordanian Prime Minister the text of a statement which

it was agreed would be issued by the delegation after
their talks with my right hon and learned Friend, the
Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary. This stated that
"the members of the joint delegation reiterated their
personal support for a peaceful settlement of the Arab/
Israel dispute on the basis of the relevant United Nations
resolutions, including Resolutions 242 and 338 of the
Security Council. They stated that in accordance with
these resolutions a settlement should recognise the
rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to
self-determination within the context of a Jordanian/
Palestinian confederation, as well as the right to secure
existence of all states in the area, including Israel
within its 1967 borders. They confirmed their opposition
to all forms of terrorism and violence from whatever

source".

4. The two Palestinians arrived in London on 12 October

for a meeting with my right hon and learned Friend yesterday,

/14 October.




14 October. On the Afternoon of 13 October the two
palestinians said that they were not, after all, willing
to associate themselves with this statement. We stressed
to members of the delegation our fundamental requirement
that they should confirm their personal commitment to

a peaceful settlement which recognised Israel's right to
exist within secure and recognised boundaries and their
opposition to all forms of terrorism and violence. One
of the Palestinian members of the delegation was unwilling
to accept a specific reference to Israel's right to
exist. We concluded that in these circumstances the

meeting with the joint delegation could not take place.

5. We have kept in the closest touch with King Hussein
and his government who I know share our disappointment at
this setback. My right honourable and learned Friend had
a useful talk with the Jordanian Deputy Prime Minister

and the Foreign Minister yesterday. He reaffirmed our

firm support for King Hussein's initiative, which offers

the best prospect of further progress.

6. The international community must be ready to encourage

/those




those who are working for a peaceful settlement in the
Middle East. We have shown that we are ready to do so.
There can be no lasting settlement until all others

are ready to do the same. We have made plain our deep

disappointment that the opportunity offered by our

jnvitation to the joint delegation has been missed.




NOTES FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES

POSTPONEMENT OF MEETING

Allegation that HMG cancelled meeting

/e made clear that the meeting could not take place under the

circumstances I have described. We now need to pause for

reflection.

Setback in progress towards peace?

Of course. Great disappointment also. But must not allow it to be
fatal setback. Urgent need for peaceful settlement remains. Recent

violent incidents only underline urgency.

Failure for HMG

No. Worthwhile attempt. No doubt that if end to terrible conflict
in Middle East to be found, need to encourage those seeking peaceful
solutions. Need to take risks. No apologies. Still wish to help
advance peace process. Regret others not also prepared to take

risks.

Caving in to US pressure?

Learned Friend
No. Mr Shultz told iy Rt Zon ané’ when he saw him that he welcomed

the initiative. No question of succumbing to pressure. Last minute

change on Palestinian side.

Why Palestinians reneged?

Not for me to say. But believe demonstrates pressures on moderates.

Which Palestinians?

(If pressed) Mohamed Milhem.

UK Changed Ground Rules?

No. Delegation came on clear understanding that they would
uneéquivocally and publicly state their commitment to a
peaceful settlement and their opposition to terrorism and

violence. This means acceptance of SCRs 242 and 338 and of




Israel's right to exist.

Britain duped/assurances

- Negotiated assurances with Jordanian Prime Minister.

- Statement cleared with Jordanian Prime Minister and Bishop
Khouri.

- Jordanian Prime Minister assured us that Mr Milhem would agree

statement.

Renewed contacts?

Keep in close touch with King Hussein. <Jordanians as disappointed

as we by this last minute change. No plans for renewed contacts
with Palestinians. Depends on them - clear statements

indispensable.

Luxembourg Meeting

Understand that Jordanians have postponed the meeting.

Conditions attached to visit to France, Italy and Holy See

A matter for the governments concerned. (If pressed) Not aware of

any conditions attached.

Arms Sales to Arab countries. Like other Western countries, have

never disqualified ourselves from selling arms to moderate Arab

States.

- Must not force them to turn to Soviet Union as only supplier.

- Saudi Arabia and Jordan bastions of stability and moderation, with

legitimate self-defence needs, facing external threats.

Israel: arms embargo. Imposed in direct response to Israel's

invasion of Lebanon in 1982. Policy kept under review. Israel's

withdrawal not completed.




Change in British policy towards PLO?

No change in Government's attitude. Do not recognise PLO's claim

to be sole legitimate representative of Palestinians. Do not

propose to give PLO any official status.

Recognition does not come into it: recognise states only.
We maintain regular working contact at official level with PLO.
But Ministerial contacts will remain difficult so long as PLO

ambiguous about terrorism and Israel's right to exist. This

incident underlines problems.

TERRORISM

Meeting rewards violence?

Oon contrary, acts of violence reinforce need to encourage forces of
moderation. Regret that they are not prepared to be as explicit in

public as we would wish.

PLO supports armed struggle and terrorism?

Not all Palestinians support terrorism/armed struggle. PLO a set of
initials embracing wide cross-section of opinion, apparently

enjoying support of most Palestinians in occupied territories.

Delegation visit inconsistent with British policy towards IRA?

No parallel. IRA proscribed but Sinn Fein takes part in Northern
Ireland elections, polls only 10% of vote. Palestinians not

enfranchised, though PLO apparently has widespread support.

Khoury had terrorist connection?

Denied allegations of complicity in terrorism at the time and has
done so again recently. Never prosecuted by Israeli authorities

although they are now claiming that he admitted awareness of




transporting for others a package containing explosives. This was
apparently later used in a bombing attack. Concentrate on present.
Of course past record important, but present commitment even more

vital.

But commitment in Palestinian Charter to destroy Israel?

Need to look to rfuture,. discard out-dated texts.

ACHILLE LAURO

US/Egyptian relations over Achille Lauro Hijack

Regret disagreements between good friends. Hope any
misunderstanding will soon be cleared up. No reason to doubt
Mubarak's version of events. Egyptians had difficult hand to play.
Grateful to them for bringing the hijack to an end without further

loss of life. Have said so personally to Egyptian Foreign Minister.

Italian actions

Matter for Italian authorities in light of all evidence available to
them. Regret disagreement between Italy and US. Understand US

anger at death of citizen.

PLO Complicity

Not in a position to make a conclusive judgement at this stage.

International Conference

Fully understand Hussein's need for international framework for
negotiations. International Conference fine in principle. . But mHot
convinced it is productive approach while two sides so far

apart.




2, US Seizure of Liner Hijackers

Our position on terrorism is well known. There must be no

concessions to terrorists and, those responsible for acts of

terrorism must be brought to face justice. HMG naturally

welcomes this when it occurs.

Were we informed in advance of the US action?




RESTRICTED

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

14 October 1985

Message from the Prime Minister to King Hussein

As we agreed on the telephone, I enclose a draft message
which the Prime Minister might wish to send to King Hussein
about today's events.

The passage in square brackets is included in the light
of the evident disappointment of the Jordanian Ministers who
called on Sir Geoffrey this morning at the frank terms of our
statement. Sir Geoffrey thought that the Prime Minister
might want to explain briefly to the King why we had
concluded it was necessary to put out this statement.

The passage does however have a somewhat defensive ring and
could be omitted without losing anything essential.

We understand that the King returns to London from
Scotland in the course of tomorrow. We would be happy to
arrange the delivery of a letter as soon as possible tomorrow.

T 2o,

Qb D

(P F Ricketts)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
No 10 Downing Street

RESTRICTED
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Prime Minister \\
DEPARTMENT: ; \
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SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

Top Secret
Secret
Confidential
Restricted
Unclassified
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TO: Your Reference \

King Hussein of Jordan \

Copies to:

SUBJECT:
I wanted to let you know personally how deeply

disappointed I was that the meeting between Sir Geoff]
Howe and the joint Jordanian/Palestinian Delegation
which I announced at Agaba had to be called off today

We only learned at the very last moment that the

two Palestinian representatives were not willing to
associate themselves with the public statement alread
agreed with Zaid Rifai.

I attached great importance - as I know
did - to this meeting and the accompanying joint
statement as a contribution we could make to your own
tireless efforts for peace. I am all the more sad that

despite the efforts of your own Ministers the refusaﬁ by
:
]
!

reference to Israel has produced this setback. I any very

the Palestinian representatives to accept a specific

conscious that the outcome can only add further to the
{
f

grievous burden you already carry.

{We concluded that it was essential to explaiﬂ
publicly the background to today's events. I realise the
difficulties that this may cause on the Palestinian
side. But I firmly believe that in pursuing the cause

of peace the truth remains our strongest weapon. We
/shall




shall only overcome the obstacles ahead if we confront
them together in a spirit of franknessfz

At this difficult time let me emphasise once again
my own staunch support for your peace initiative. I am
convinced that we were right to take the risks involved
in inviting the delegation and that we must now go on
searching for further ways of carrying things forward.
We shall need to keep closely in touch on how to move

forward in the weeks and months ahead.

.
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-and

elephone: 0172488000

Tuesday October 15 1985

Appointment &

missed

CANCELLATION of
yesterday’s controversial meet-
ing between Sir Geoffrey Howe,
the Foreign Secretary, and two
members of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation’s execu-
tive committee has come as
only half a surprise, In the
present climate of hostility in
the Middle East, heated to boil-
‘Ing point by the successive
murder of three Israelis by
Palestinian terrorists in Cyprus,
the  retaliatory raid by the
Israelis on the PLO head-
quarters outside Tunis and the
spectacular hijacking of the
Italian ship Achille Lauro, talks
on a Middle East peace settle.
ment would - have appeared
badly timed to say the least.

Given the circumstances, the
official explanation for the can.
cellation of the meeting must be
considered as telling only part
of  the story. When Mrs
Thatcher, the Prime Minister,
announced the visit of a joint
Jordanian/Palestinian delega-
tion to London during her visit
to Jordan in September, she
made it cléar that the
Palestinian members had been
accepted only on certain
conditions.

Those conditions wera that
Bishop Elia Khouri and Mr
Mohammed Milhem, both of
them considered to. be Pales.
tinian moderates, personally
supported a peaceful settlement
of the Arab/Israeli dispute on
the basis of the relevant United
Nations resolutions. Equally
important were their opposition
and
what Sir Geoffrey Howe has
described as “ the unambiguous
assurances ® that the-  two
Palestinian = delegates would
make clear publicly their posi-
tion during their stay in
London. 4.

Declaration ~
The text of the. publi¢ declara-

: tion that Bishop Khouri and Mr

Milhem were going to make

» after seeing the Foreign Secie- -
. tary was meticulously drafted.

in negotiations between British
Jardanian officials, . who
were also acting on behalf of
the PLO. As late as the middle
of last week, if British officials
are to be believed, the Jor.
danians .informed the British
Government. that the. wording

«Which had been worked out was.

acceptable ta both th'enuelns

to materialise and why, at the-

Jast moment, the Palestinian

members of the joint delegation

!w' " . . - m‘ .;',_..
The British side coqld have

+ hijackers

~will

P
refused to. accept the agreed dl!'nyml

e

oo ?
made laét-minute changes which
proved unpalatable to the PLO,
though this is strenuously
denied by the Foreign Office.
The ' Jordanians, who acted as
go-betweens, could have mis-
understood the PLOQ’s position
and signalled its agreement to

ondon when it still  had
reservations, The . most likely
explanation, however,  is . that
the Palestinian delegates
simply changed their minds
about making such a significant
declaration in public at a time
when the PLO is reported to be
reviewing its whole strategy.
Their willingness - to. talk
peace in the aftermath of the
stunning Israeli air attack. on
the PLO headquarters. in Tunis
and the capture of the Italian
Cruise ship’s Palestinian
must  have . been
seriously - eroded. Even hefare
the latest events, Bishop Khouri
and Mr Milhem were
threatened with assassination
by Palestinian extremist groups
and it wag probably more than
their lives were worth to go
ahead with their visit to London
and accept publicly the exis-
tence of the state of Israel.
For Mrs Thatcher and her
Foreign Secretary, who had
shown considerable courage in
Inviting the Palestinian dele-
gates to London in the face of
strong criticism from the US,,
rael and the British Jewish
communify, the breakdown of
the meeting must come as both
a disappointmen; and reljef.

Relief, because Mrs Thatcher
Was understandably loth to see |’

the British Government asso-
ciating with members- of -an
organisation responsible for

abhotrent terrorisf attacks in

the weeks and days before the |

scheduled meeting. Disappoint..
ment, ; because her:initiative
could have marked the begin-
ning of a breakthrough in the
Middle East peace process, if

had gone well. As it is, it
not be easy ta set up
another meeting of the same
kind, particularly if the PLO
now. decides to adopt an even
more intransigent and violent
stance, S Bedy Y

In the end, however, all sides
in the Middle East conflict will
ble forcedmto accept what- lis_
already obvious to t people
in the world—thlt;::.polluul

‘ddvantage ' is: to be: gained: by

a continuation of t

““The events of tha last week’

have.certainly brought home to,
4nd the PLO delegates, | =" . ¢
1o There are several! possible
1-Teasons why the whale carefully-

constructed scenaria has fajled

@ western democracies: the
need to step up:internatiomal
action against terrorism.. But
they have also upderlined. the
urgency . far . the: U.S, . and,
possibly the Séviet Unien, . to

an ., imagi

dynamic vole in pushing the
_co;!lnbattntg to the mt% ng
table b3

ive . and [

A0t

race

Motor Industry

"UDDENLY, , the world’s
most - successful . . motor
companies seem to be
driven by a single thought: to
accelerate as rapidly as possible
into electronics, aerospace _and
other high-technology’. busi-
nesses. - e
Daimler-Benz’s bid for contral
of AEG—a cash-poor company
with a rich store of advanced
téchnology—echoes strongly the
actions -of - General Motors,
which has this year spent nearly
$8hn. on_high-technology acqui-
‘sitions. Just; as. GM  is seeking .
ta protect its future as the
world’s biggest motor' manufac.
turer, Daimler-Benz is primarily
concerned to defend its position
as the world's leading  truck
maker ‘And a - producer . of
up-market, high quality cars;
There {s also a bonus for
such  ‘adventurousness: by
diversifying, these companies
are spreading their interests out
of vehicle production — where,
for the time Being, growth has
slowed to a snail’s pace — to
areas with immense growth
potential, Both GM and DaimlJer-
Benz know that their chances
of _growth. through increased
market share in the: motor
industry are- limited, - - ..
“Electronics as an industry
ig still at;thesmodel T stage,”
‘8ays. Mr Roger Smith, GM's
chairman.-He- intends to use
the expertise of the companies
he has acquired to turn GM
into--a. “paperless® organi-
sation. .Customers will be able
to. order-a car, components for
it will- ‘be called up . and,
assembled - at a. computer-
controlled . factory = and the,
finished vehicle sent off . to its
final., destination  without any
' invoices changing hands. - !
Daimler-Benz  has already
shown. it is determined to stay
in the forefront of  the use of -
électronics in its vehicles: —
P larly .. in,
-profitable cars. .The, German -
company has no intention. of.
-allowing the Japanese to. mova -
up-inte its.part of, the market..
unchallenged,. ., ., Lluaga 5 v
~;3mwm’oan for AEG, -
Daimler-Benz - was the acqiis-
{tlon’ * earlier ' this *year : of
'Dornler/ the ' West:  German

__Wwas" quickly . followed -

aeros company - 'g: move
whic okl
@S

Whavra Fe .

er.

entry for I
high-tech' -

«

By Kenneth 'Goo‘di?ng

qurespOnde

had the same thing in
to gain access to new ma
and technologies which
have been too expensi
develop for cars and f
alone. . R

Daimler-Benz's purchas|
the 50 per cent sharehold
did not already own in
which . makes large . ¢
engines, was not jn the,
category. £ -0 .

It already” had acces
MTU’s _technology and
manoeuvre seems to have
defensive. The price paid
the MTU _ stake, unoffig)
estimated at DM 500m,
vided a welcome cash injed
for MAN, Daimler-Benz’s
ner in the venture and
second-largest = West Ger
heavy truck Producer. g

The timing of the deal
abled MAN to resist the bl
ishments of General Mo
which was more than a little
terested in buying a shareh
i N from jts parent,
GHH engineering group.

So Daimlor-Benz';‘apparo
benevolent gesture towards
competitor was in r ality
lightened self-lntemey h¢
ing MAN along the recov
road, - Daimler-Benz preven
the entrance of an unwelco
intruder tq its domestic m
ket—a markes itihas so far &
cessfully ' ~guarded ~ agai
foreign Gompetition. 1718

MAN accounts for about
per: cent of West: German:
truck market, 3 useful start’
point for any one of Daiml¢
Benz's competitors wanting
erade - the group’s domina
position and market, share
well aver 50 per cent. i

This strength. in. West
Europe’s largest truck mark
enabled Daimler-Benz to emer
as the world’s largest produce
of heavy trucks (over six tonne
gross) bytheeadolthelm

Its:. heavy . tryck ssembl
plant at Woerth, near Karlsruh|
~Europe’s biggest with. 10,60
employees—can - produce we
over 100,000 vehicles a. -vea
enough to- satisfy' demand ir
both Germany and the UK. £

"most’ important move’ by ' The: economies’ of »scale  a

Woerth also made # possibl
for Daimler-Benz t§" matel th
Worst- efforts of. ity competito
in the pean truck price wan
which ‘flared” tn ¢ <7en
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Seonet ounmes ‘jike the Achille

_the “honest broker. o

by inviting the PLO men to London.

®  THESTAR, Tuesday. oaot;ms 1

Risk’* we had
to take

‘N’LY the most blind. and

bigobed can take much

comfort from the Jast
minute cancellation of talks
between Foreign Secretary Sir
Geoffrey Howe and the Palestine
Liberation Organisatiomn, -

o Wﬁﬂemdecenthummbe&m
for. second condone

Lauro affair, words and not warfare
hold out the only real hope of long
term peace in the Middle East,

There was—and still counld ba—-
a unique role for Britain to play as

That was why Mrs. Thatcher
risked and took on the wrath of the
Americans, the Israelis and others

1t was an act of statesmanship.
Because in the {Israeli-Palestinian
conflict neither side is blameless.

Underlining the real worth of
the Thatcher initiative was her
determination to visit Israel next
year to balance her tour of Arab
nations last month,

Too much mystery and coded
Foreign Office jargon . surrounds
yesterday’s eleventh - hour can-
cellation, °

*Too many Qquestions remain
unanswered about undoubted

ressure put on XLondon Jfrom
ashlngton and Tel Aviv.

A full explanation is usentia!.
Otherwise this whole sorry affair

might look a bit like a cop-out,

A turn off!

HE Government is pla.nnlnz to
allow TV cameras into the

N e e e e e o )

‘Clive has been advised

95

S' nclalr trike ©

b

- facing end .
~ of the road -

By PETBR WELBOURN

ELECTRIC trike inventor
Clive ' Sinclair called in °
receivers yesterday. : Siig

Bales of the ©5 three-wheeler..
never took off. And now Sir cuvu
company, which
separate from
other -electronics opera~
tion, owes £700,000,

A Sinclair spokesman
said: *“In view of the
company’s tion and
in order ensure the
future of the electric
wehicle venture and its
yesearch :ctiviues Sir

fo appoint receivers.”

The electronic whizs-
¥d sank £7 million of
his persoj::: lor::inen‘ lnt.‘:

ro, y
sell 180000 trikes a year,

‘And he still plans the
eventual lau of two
:l'fh lo&r‘-seu verslon:

a bigger range an
bhigher speed, 5

S 165
Cs
s |cs
5 |C51(5{cs |cs
csS’CSoCScs
—15 1 ¢5 |5 |«
C5 S
[~ 15| C5 |61
C5 [s C‘i_‘i%
R [ [cs |54
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"~ PLO FIASCO

IT WAS SURELY predictable that Britain's well-
' intentioned, if not particularly well-considered,
Siw jnvitation to a joint Jordanian-Palestinian delega-
O $ion to come to London for talks would run into
aniZl serious trouble in the immediate wake of the
2irl o hijacking of the Achille Lauro, and the subse-
30 quent furore over the callous murder of an elderly
0191} American. Even before the hijacking there was a | ¥
»9257 sustained campaign against the visit mastermind- A
ed by the Israeli Government, and supported by :
s in some in this country, which insisted that the two
-~ - Palestine Liberation Organisation representa-
. < ives, Bishop ELiA KHoury and M M ONE day in Octol
ymodqs. MILHEM, were far from % young Hunga
anD s Further it was argued that Mrs THATCHER had no|  Leo Szilard w
st bor’ jdea what she was doing. And of course that the | Southampton Row,
of eae - Foreign Office was to blame. Yet it is possible to | London. By the
"yoy 2b ‘sympathise with Sir GEOFFREY HOWE, who yester- reached the opposit
o ¥ oo day was forced to cancel his talks with the two | he had thought of 3
* N_QPLO men because of their failure to condemn has so profoundly
2 en: terrorism. world that one won
yamriol ¢ Essentially the problem is Mr YASSER ARAFAT, would now be like
sare02 ¢+ the P L O leader, whose general policy has become | had run him over.
ambivalent and incoherent. From his Tunis head- | “As the light turp
quarters has come a series of conflicting state- he wrote later,

al ffsu' ments about the Achille Lauro affair—the hijack- occurred to me tha
grutnec. § fi disowned, f find a chemical eles

bl 1 puni . split by neutrons, an

mo0q : emit two neutro
“tw ec now there 1s a r abuse and | ;porbed one neutro

ogel @ threats against several Western countries and : :
;f:;’.,”°,';particularly the United States because of the dra- ;‘I,‘iﬂ‘a l:usst‘;?:,c‘?ﬂ
" e, Matic outcome. This has done nothing for Mr | reaction.”
it ARAFAT's bid for credibility and respectability and | In plain languag
- is a fatal setback for his diplomatic strategy. Nor | invented nuclear
:"1"‘;‘;‘. h;s it help?d the overnment, which saw df:gn'that ﬁrls‘t get 1
st the visit of t ini i m his colleaguet
eed merely as the first of a series of excessively | ford, of atom-splitti
smod - modest steps designed to maintain the talking | his theory the
+1057% about peace in the Middle East. We were also -gi“‘i 'n‘“‘}d‘l‘f P
© Gemonstrating our support for King HussEIN, who | o ick e a3
dtha: search for peace.“Bll)'i:ain in E:gland i
isplaying a certain gullibility, oy _
f displaving dfiddle East policy | might 20 B
ut its courage and readiness to take a risk or two | his ideas to Ame
should not be denied. helped to start the
A - ject which led._af(
wio¢  pAY NOW, REPENT LATER | the des nabs
sH_b" THERE CAN BE NO disagrecmecy with the edu- | with almost ever:
1AS * i Sir KEITH JOSEPH'S goal in the received the Al
»sw s current teac te. Systematic appraisal award.
s¢d_~ and the spelling out of contractual duties, and a| Today, in Ar
':;’0,".’:; pay structure that gives better reward and more | country whose 1
Tegsl opportunities for promotion to the most effective industry wg;ki
v & teachers are essential g‘:“_;‘e;:'y exTe;
bs107  Equally it is reasonable for the govemtn;ent days, the Depar
s ) willion gver the next four | produces five hyc

od - 2b
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THE cancellation of the
talks between the Foreign
Secretary and the two lead-
ing members of the Palestine
Libration Organisation has
gladdened the Israelis and
many Americans.
It has handed the PLO
another Propaganda defeat;
‘and dashed for the foresee-

Labour MPs and some
Tory ones are looking for
SCapegoats.

been achieved, this
sighted response,

It is unjust to talk about
Britain’s “diplomatic humil-
ation” and blame the Prime
Minister “and Sir Geoffrey
Howe. Mrs Thatcher acceded
to these talks—under
sure, perhaps, from ng
Hussein whom she sees as g
man of honour and staunchly
Pro-British —in the belief
that if the PLO delegates
could be made to agree to
the initial declaration (back-
ing non-violence and the
integrity of Israel’s 1967
boundaries) it would be a
major step forward.

In retrospect, of course,
this belief seems ingenuous.
There has been an escalation
of terrorism and violence,
with the murder by Pales-
tinians of three Israelis in
Cyprus, Israel’s retaliatory
raid on the PLO headquarters
in Tunis and the hijacking
of the Achille Lauro.

Add to these the strong
diplomatic pressure from

ashington and Jerusalem to
call off the talks, and it will
be evident why the Govern-
ment feels relief as well as
disappointment, that the
Palestinian delegates backed
away from the declarati
they had agreed

But these same

0 promote ge
initiatives the
East,. Britain, with its long
history of involvement in the
area, should not be seen as
having no role to play.

Haringey

NOW you see him; now

you don’t. Last week’s
Bernie Grant we rightly
described as a gutter-
demagogue, gloating over the
Tottenham i

ing and
Blakelock

The trouble wj

Get_ting _ blag

—it’s no go

I HAPPEN {o believe that the w
0 Pprevent wurban riols is to
decisively to improve the conditi
of the black community,

This is one Problem - we ooy
solve, did we byt Possess the bread
of mind to be generous. I hope th
we do, but Y confess this is g larg
subject with many complexilies,

But one important
simple. Out of 125,000
Bri 700

Never mina jf anybody js ¢
blame, choosing Scapegoals does n
resolve the difficulty, Everybody
Surely, agrees action must pe take:
and what js required is imaginatio
rather than recrimination,

We must gise
can si

Spea

I SAW 1little wrong with Mrs
Thatcher’s berformance gt
the Tory Conference. She
Séemed to be brimfy] of vim
and remaing the most com-

manding Personalit
British politics. y

n not ;
m arouses more
ed and sa.vagj abuse than any-
in Britain since Oliver

of
than anythin else
e trouble wit
and the h
have
are, : )
Service mandaring nd Tory nabobs,
who mean well but who have never
um.ilte‘rstood why Thatcherism is
exciting,
These chaps find both the hatred
ther puzzling.
background
d what all
- They are more
accustomed to traditional Toryism,

:hlilm is emollient and stupifyingly
ull,
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Terror Footnotes

In the wake of America’s intercep-'
tion of an Egyptian airplane carrying
PLO terrorists, a few footnotes are in
order. Prime Minister Thatcher’s de-
cision to call off a meeting between her
government and two members of the
PLO’s executive committee, Bishop
Eliya Khoury and Mohammed Mil-
hem, is welcome. Critics, including
this newspaper, had scored Mrs.
Thatcher for agreeing to any such
meeting, noting that it contradicted
her tough talk about terrorists like the
IRA. Israel produced a 1969 interview
with Bishop Khoury in which he
admitted smuggling explosives that
killed two Jews in a Jerusalem super-
market; Jerusalem also provided a
newspaper interview with Mr. Milhem
wherein the former mayor of Halhoul
had called for continued warfare
against Israel. But the decision to
cancel the meeting apparently came
when the two refused to issue a
promised public statement recogniz-
ing Israel's right to exist and renounc-
ing the use of violence. After the
meeting’s cancellation, the pundits
promptly started in about the blow to
Mrs. Thatcher’s prestige. On the con-
trary, her reversal will enhance her
reputation as a realist.

* * *

Italian Prime Minister Craxi’s
decision to release the man the U.S.
believes masterminded the Achille
Lauro hijacking, Mohammed Abbas,
was something different. On Saturday,
Mr. Abbas flew to Yugoslavia. He
reportedly left Belgrade yesterday for
an undisclosed destination. A point to
note is that the man President Reagan
vows to track down and try is traveling
on an Iraqi diplomatic passport.
It's not clear from news reports we've
seen just when and how Mr. Abbas
obtained that passport. But we do
recall that when the U.S. resumed
diplomatic relations with Iraq last
November, the rationale was to bring
Iraq into the moderate camp. The
reason American officials received

Iraq's foreign minister in Washing
late last year was supposedly that
war-plagued government of Presid
Saddam Hussein was ending its
port for international terrorism.
Abbas’s flight strikes us as a gt
occasion to test Iraq's sincerity.
demanding that Baghdad alert
neighbors the document is to be 1if
and its holder arrested at the |
-border crossing.

* * *

In another spot, two nations pro
that cooperation against terrorisn
possible despite differences. On ]
day, Dominic McGlinchey, once
most wanted man in Britain
Ireland, was extradited to the I
republic to face terrorist charges a
being acquitted of murder in Nort!
Ireland. Mr. McGlinchey is wante
the Irish republic for the attem;
murder of a policeman and for il
possession of firearms. The thin
note is that the confessed membs
the radically violent Irish Nati
Liberation Army was originally
tured in the south, then extradite
Northern Ireland to face a mu
charge, a symbol of the cross-bo
commitment to prosecute terrorj

. % * '

The spirit of realism may eve
catching on in the U.N., where
yesterday a move to have the Ger
Assembly invite Yasser Arafat {
40th anniversary commemoratior
dropped. After intensive consults
with the six nonaligned states spo
ing the move, the General Assen
president, Jaime de Pinies of £
announced that they would not
their resolution to seat the
chief. As the Irish on both sides
border understand, as Mrs. Th:
has now demonstrated, as Iraq ¢
be pressed to prove, as the U.N.
to know better than anyone —th
portant thing ‘is not who take
action against terrorists but tb
tion is taken.

Pepper

...and Salt

Winged Victory

In tropical traveling,

One fact is certain:

The mosquito’s inside

Your mosquito curtain.
—Robert Gordon

Expanding Menu Market

TV dinners used to grace

My hurried evening table;

Now tell me what

I need to buy

For videos and cable.
—~Ralph Shaffer ;

Torn Curtain LY

“] dream of making a
million in show business, just

t+ 41999600 1
nta.




