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MY TEL B254: ANGLO-IRISH AGREEMENTs DUBLIN MEDIA COMMENT ON
MR KING'S BRUSSELS SPEECH

REPORTS OF MR KINGS REMARKS {N BRUSSELS AND SUBSECUENT EFFORTS
Y THE PRIME MIMISTER AND TACISEACH AT DAMAGE LIMITATION OCCUPY
THE MASTHEAD POSLTION N ALL DUBLIN NEWSPAPERS,

DETAIL

2. ''KING'S BRUSSELS GAFFE'' [S THE IRISH PRESS HEADLINE: THE
IRISH TIMES, *'KING SAYS DUBLIN ACCEPTS PARTITION IN PERPETUITY'':
AND THE [RISH INDEPEMDENT ''THATCHER RUSH TO REPAIR KING'S

'NO UNITY' GAFFE''. ALL NEWSPAPERS FOCUS OM THE EFFORTS BY THE
PPIME “INISTER AND TAOISEACH TO LIMIT DAMAGE TO THE ANGLO=IR{SH
AGREEMENT. THME PRIME MINISTER'S INTERVIEW DN THE MATTER WAS
CARRIED ON RTE QADIO THIS MORNING. IT WAS NOTED THAT THIS IS THE
FIRST INTERVIEW SHE MAS EVER GIVEN TO KRISH RADIO,

DR FITZGERALD 1S SAID TO BE DAFFLED AND ANGRY, AND HIS STATEMENT
THAT MR KING HAD MADE REMARKS *WHICH WERE SINGULARLY INAPPROPRIATE
AND INACCURATE' IS WIDELY REPORTED.

3. THE IR{SH PRESS LEADER SAYS THAT MR KING HAS DROPPED DR
FITZGERALD (N TH Pe '"'"4T CERTAYNLY PUTS THE SDLP N A DIFFICULT
POSITION PARTICULARLY MR SEAMUS MALLON WHO HAS BEEN GIVEN FOOD FOR
THOUGHT BY MR KING'', THE IRISH PRESS SAYS , '"'MR HAUGHEY CAN
LEGHTIMATELY TAKE PRIVATE SATISFACTION FROM THE FACT THAT WHAT WAS
SAID IN BRUSSELS HAS ENHANCED HIS POSITION ON THE AGREEMENT'',
COMMENTATORS ON TV AND RADIO HAVE ALSO EMPHASISED THIS, AND THE
IRISH TIMES REPORTS THAT ALTHOUGH FIANNA FA4L WOULD MAKE NO
OFF IC AL COMMENT ON MR KING'S STATEMENT, PARTY SOURCES SEIZED ON
HIS WORDS AS JUSTIFICATHON FOR THEIR EARLY REJECTION OF THE
AGREEMENT ALTHOUGH ''FLANNA FAIL IS NOT EXPECTED TO MAKE ANY




WORDS AS JUSTIFICATEON FOR THEIR EARLY REJECTION OF THE
EMENT ALTHOUGH '"'FLANNA FAIL IS NOT EXPECTED TO MAKE ANY
STATEMENT UNTIL DR FITZGERLAD REPORTS TO THE DAIL LATER THIS
THE EUROPEAN SUMMET'',

4, THE IRISH TIMES LEADER 'HEVER SAY SEVER'  DESCRIBES MR KING

AS MAKING A GAFFE OF A VERY AWKWARD AND EMBARRASSING XIND, ''THE GOV
GOVERNMENT 'S OPPONENTS ON THE NATIONALIST SIDE NORTH AND SOUTH WILL
SEIZE ON MR KINGS STATEMENT AS PROOF OF A SELL-OUT'® AND '"'NOR IS
IT LIKELY TO DO MUCH TOWARDS ACHIEVING THAT CURRENT PRIORITY REASSU-
URING THE UNIONISTS. THE WAY TO REASSURE THEM 'S NOT 7O CLAIM

THE ARANDONMENT OF NATHONALIST ASPIRATIONS, BUT N THE SHORT

TERM TO BRING ABOUT A DIMINUTION IN VIOLENCE AND 4N THE LONGER

TERM TO SHOW THEM THAT, IN THE NEYW ARRANGEMENTS UNDER THE
HILLSBOROUGH AGREEMENT AMD UNDER ANY FUTURE FONSTITUTIOHAL ARRANGE-
MENTS THEIR RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES WiLL BE GUARANTEED'*, THE [R{ISH
INDEPENDENT REFERS TO MR KING'S ''UNFORTUNATE DEPARTURE FROM A
PREPARED SCRIPT TO OPINE THAT FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES AND

IN PERPETUTIY THE RECENT AGREEMENT MEANS THAT THERE WILL NEVER

DE A UNITED IRELAND, CRASH LANDED ON A STATEMENT FROM MRS THATCHER
DR FITZGERALD THAT THE HILLSRORQUGH AGREEMENT WwouLD BE IMPLEME-

AM™
ANy

NTED AS PLANMED, THE TiMING OF THIS COMMENT WAS BAD'', AND ''EOTH
DR FITZGERALD AND MRS THATCHER ARE DOING WHAT THEY CAN TO PROVE THAT
AG

THEY DO INTEND TO IMPLEMENT THE AGREEMENT'',
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