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At the request of Mr Peter Barry a special meeting of the

Conference, in accordance with Article 3 of the Anglo-Irish

Agreement, was held in London on 30 December.

Mr King informed Mr Barry of the facts regarding the current

a—

hunger strike in the Maze Prison and the rights of appeal

available to all those concerned. He explained the policy
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that no prisoner should be compelled to accept food against

his will.
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Mr Barry put forward views and proposals designed to give
substantial expression to the aim of ensuring public

confidence in the administration of justice.

Both sides agreed that the present hunger strike was to
be deplored as a wrong and wasteful attempt to bring about

change in this area.

The next regular meeting of the Conference will be held as

planned early in the New Year.
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ARTICLE 3 Mip 26{'L

The Conference shall meet at Ministerial or official level, as
required. The business of the Conference will thus receive
attention at the highest level. Regular and frequent Ministerial
meetings shall be held; and in particular special meetings shall
be convened at the request of either side. Officials may meet in
subordinate groups. Membership of the Conference and of
sub-groups shall be small and flexible. When the Conference
meets at Ministerial level the Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland and an Irish Minister designated as the Permanent Irish
Ministerial Representative shall be joint Chairmen. Within the
framework of the Conference other British and Irish Ministers may
hold or attend meetings as appropriate: when legal matters are
under consideration the Attorneys General may attend. Ministers
may be accompanied by their officials and their professional
advisers: for example, when questions of security policy or
security co-operation are being discussed, they may be
accompanied by the Chief Constable of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary and the Commissioner of the Garda Siochana; or when
questions of economic or social policy or co-operation are being
discussed, they may be accompanied by officials of the relevant
Departments. A Secretariat shall be established by the two
Governments to service the-Conference on a continuing basis in
the discharge of its functions as set out in this Agreement.
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