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Noan Chanlec,

Thank you for your letter of 9 January about the lunch with
NI opinion formers which was originally scheduled for 15 January.
The lunch has been re-arranged for 5 February and I attach
a speaking note for the Prime Minister's use. This seeks to

€ Prime Minis S why Unionists feel so
hurt (or worse) about the Agreement; to correct some misunder-

standings; but above all to emphasise the benefits of the
Agreement from a Unionist standpoint. T

’/”-”f ‘\
As for the background to the lunch there is nothing to add to
my letter of 17 Pecember, which contains a list of those attending
and the purpose of the meeting.

The Secretary of State would be grateful if the Prime Minister
and he could have a few minutes before the lunch so that he can
bring her up to date on current developments.
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SPEAKING NOTE FOR USE WITH MODERATE UNIONISTS

I am pleased to have the opportunity to speak to you as a

group of those who represent the Unionist tradition. I

hope I can persuade those of you who have doubts that the

Agreement is not a threat to the Union and is in the best

interests of all the people of Northern Ireland, includiﬂé

Unionists. I am heartened that, with one or two sad
exceptions, the Unionist community has acted responsibly
and remains committed to constitutional methods of protest.

Anything else risks seriously damaging the Union and Ulster.

The Agreement

I understand why Unionists feel so strongly about aspects
of the Agreement (notably the presence of an Irish Minister
(and civil servants) involved openly in Northern Ireland
affairs via the Intergovernmental Conference). But there

is nothing sinister - no move to a united Ireland - in the

Agreement we entered into and we shall make it work. We
believe that it is an opportunity to make progress towards
the greater peace and stability that we all wish for
Northern Ireland. There are three features of the Agreement

which we hope contribute to that end:

(a) both Governments have agreed that there will be
no change in the present status of Northern
Ireland without the freely given consent of the
majority of its inhabitants; and both Governments

recognise that such consent does not at present
exist. This commitment is contained for the

first time in a binding international Agreement.
This is the most formal commitment by the Republic
to the principle of consent and should be welcomed

by Unionists in Northern Ireland. It will bind




all Governments of the Republic unless they
repudiate the Agreement. We have also made it
clear, that as long as a majority in Northern
Ireland wish to remain in the United Kingdom, we
want them to remain. The Agreement can therefore
be looked at as reinforcing the statutory

guarantee.

Second the Agreement provides for enhanced security

cooperation. The Intergovernmental Conference
has met three times (most recently on 10 January),
e

and has discussed security cooperation. The

Irish have informed us that the Garda have been
———————— e

strengthened in border areas. We are determined

Aememm——— —

to improve security cooperation and will use the

Agreement unremittingly to that end. The large

arms find in the Republic on 26 January was most
——”

encouraging. We look for more successes of this
/h
kind.

Third by listening to Irish Government views on

——

those matters of particular concern to the
minority we hope that they will be able to give

greater support to the institutions of Northern

Ireland. We also hope it will lead to greater

reconciliation between the two communities in

—

Northern Ireland, if the minority viewpoint is seen

to be taken into account. There is no question of
the Government giving undue weight to the views of
the Republic. We do not in any way intend to
cease paying close attention to the views of
Unionists which are expressed to us through

many channels ( although it is difficult to do

so, so long as they refuse to talk to the

Government). Nor does the IC have any executive

authority.

We intend to keep both Parliament and the people of Northern




Ireland informed of developments in the Conference as far

as we can and wish to have their views. We have issued
statements aiter each meeting because a Conference which
was cloaked in secrecy could be damaging. But clearly

certain security matters must remain confidential.

Devolution

The Government remain committed to devolution. Nothing

in the Agreement precludes devolution - indeed both

Governments support devolution on a basis which would
secure widespread acceptance throughout the community.
The Intergovernmental Conference will cease to be
concerned with any matter that becomes the responsibility
of a devolved government - a1thouéE_IZ_QIII—HSE_EEEEEEf*-
with devolution. We look to both sides of the community

in Northern Ireland to help find a devolved government

on this basis. Your support on the Unionist side could

be invaluable. B R . T e

/’———
The By-elections

We recognise that many of those who voted for Unionist

candidates were apprehensive about the Agreement. Many

3 . el —— » 3
misunderstandings are current which the Government will

seek to dispel by working for a wider recognition of the
benefits which the Intergovernmegg;g—gg;g;;gﬁzé should
provide over the coming months. The by-elections also
produced a notable swing in the nationalist vote from Sinn
Fein to the SDLP. That is a success for constitutional
politics and a set-back for terrorism. Now the elections
are over, the Agreement msut be shown to bring benefits

to both parts of the community and we shall be encouraging

the SDLP to play their part also.
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Conclusion

It is not just natlonallsts (or the Republic) who benefit
from the Agreement. There is a lot in it for Unionists

—t0 which they cannot reasonably go on Saylng 'no'. You

i b ——

s

can help in explaining this.

vl

But the Agreement will also take time to work. I hope
Unionists, with your help, will use this period to think
more positively about the kind of future they want in
partnership with nationalists, and come to accept the
opportunity the new arrangements present for a more
settled - and therefore more prosperous - future in

Northern Ireland. There is no going back.

Postscript on Paisley-Molyneaux Statement of 28 January:

Paisley and Molyneaux were wrong to claim: either that the
Agreement established joint authority of any kind, or that
it had created instability. This was, on the contrary,
fostered by intemperate misrepresentations of the Agreement.
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