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MAPT: ARAB/MSRAEL: CALL ON JORDAN:HAN PRUME MANISTER

SUMMARY

1. ZEID RAFAL ARGUES THAT WT WILL BE MONTHS BEFORE THE AUTHENTUC
PACESTHTAN REACTHON TO THE KIWG'S SPEECH EMERGES (SEMICLN) AND
TRAT AN ESSENTUAL ELEMENT 4N THUS PROCESS 48 THE CONTANUED
SOLATMON AND WEAKEWING OF ARAFAT. MURPHY ASKED NOT TO COME TO
JORDAN DURWNG WIS PRESENT VAGAT TO THE AREA.
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2. WHEN CALLUNG ON THE JORDAMNIAN PRUME MINNSTER TODAY ON OTHER
BUSHIINESS 1 ASKED FOR W48 CURRENT VHEWS ON THE ARAB/MSRAEL #SSUE,
HE SAKD THMAT THERE WAS LWTTLE NEW, o WOULD NAVE SEEN THE PLO'S
STATEMENT OF 8 MARCH WN REPLY TO THE KUNG'S SPEECH OF 19 FEBRUARY,.
JORDAN HAD DECHDED TO GINE THHS FULL PUBLACHTY (WT S PUBLASHED
N TOTO ¢™N TODAY'S PRESS), BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT T DD LATTLE
CREDHT TO THE CURRENT PLO LEADERSHIP. THE PLO'S ATTEMPTS WN THE
STATEMENT TO CLAdM THAT THE PLO AND THE PALEST#WN.LANS, OR THE PLO
AND THE WEST BANKERS:, WERE #DENTMCAL AND THAT THERE WAS NO SCOPE.
FOR PALESTHMNMAN EXPRESSHON OUTSIDE THE PLO WOULD N THE LONG RUN

DO THE ORGANISATHON HARM.

3. 'WT WOULD BE MONTHS BEFORE THE AUTHENTIHC PALESTWNWAN REACTHON
TO THE KING'S SPEECH EMERGED, WE WERE STULL #N THE STAGE OF
HNATIAL EMOTHONAL REACTHHONS. AS TME PASSED WiT WOULD BECOME CLEAR
TO PALESTHNIANS LIUWVING UNDER OCCUPATIWON THAT THE PLO COULD NOT
BRANG ABOUT A SETTLEMENT. BUT FHRST T WAS NECESSARY FOR ARAFAT'S
WEAKNESS TO BE FULLY EXPOSED. ME WOULD NOT FUND AN ESCAPE ROUTE
N SYRIA OR 4N #RAQ. SADDAM HUSSE:N FULLY UNDERSTOOD THE

POSINTHON AFTER THE KaMNG'S WiISNT TO BAGHDAD ON 5 MARCH (THOUGH THE
HRAQKS MIGHT TRY TO USE THE PLO AGAMNST SYRIA). WN RESPONSE TO
MY QUESTHON, RIF AL CLAMMED THAT EGYPT COULD ALSO BE BROUGHT TO
ENDORSE JORDAN'S CURRENT POL4 : N UF T DD NO




#Y QUESTAON,: REFAG CLAMMED THAT EGYPT COULD ALSO BE BROUGHT TO,
“ENDORSE JORDAN'S CURRENT POLACY. BUT EVEN AF WT D4D NOT 4T WAS
NOT OF GREAT SHGMIFACANCE BECAUSE EGYPT REMAMMNED RELATHWELY
@SOLATED FROM THE ARAB WORLD AND WAS NOW NOT A MAGN PLAYER ON
THE PALESTWMIAN QUESTWON. SOON ARAFAT WOULD BE REDUCED TO FLYWNG
BETWEEN TUNAS,” KHARTOUM AND ADEN,

&, MURPHY (US STATE DEPARTMENT) HAD SUGGESTED THAT ME SHOULD VisSuiT
JORDAN, AS WELL AS EGYPT AND 4SRAEL, ON WiS CURRENT TRIP TO THE
MHDDLE EAST. BUT JORDAN WAD REPLMED THAT #T WOULD BE BETTER WF

HE DID NOT DO SO, THEY DD NOT WANT TO GUNE THE WMPRESSHON THAT THE
KNG 'S SPEECH WAS JUST A COVER FOR SOME DEVHCE UNVOLVING THE
AMERWCANS AND THE MSRAELMS,

COMMENT

S« RIFAN WAS R4S USUAL EBULLMENT AND OVER-~CONFIWDENT SELF, THERE
WERE SEVERAL POINTS N WHS EXPOSHWTHON WHICH oy WAS dNCLWNED TO
CONTEST BUT DECHMDED AGAMNST DOUNG SO. HE REMA4NS UNREPENTEDLY
BENT ON A POLACY OF STRONG RELATHONS WW/TH SYRA AND DESTRUCTHON
OF ARAFAT, THE THME MAY BE COMING WHEN T WiLL BE DESIRABLE FOR
US TO GUVE SOME CLEAR ADVICE TO KNG HUSSEMN BUT &' THINK THERE
ARE TOO MANY UNCERTAMNTMES iN THE PRESENT SHTUATHON TO JUDGE WkTH
CONFADENCE WHAT THAT ADVWCE SHOULD BE.
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