MANAGEMENT IN CONFIDENCE

PRIME MINISTER

RICHMOND YARD

I understand that you want to discuss

the future of Richmond Yard at a meeting.

Shall we confine the meeting to the
Foreign Secretary and the Environment
Secretary? Or do you want the issue to
go to the new Ministerial Committee of
the Lord Presidént, Foreign Secretary,
Home Secretary, Chancellor or Chief
Secretary, Defence Secretary, Lord Privy

Seal and the Environment Secretary?

I hope that you can agree that this should

go to the smaller group.

Agree?

VLU,

N. L. Wicks
26 September 1986
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SW1A 2AH

Sir Patrick Wright KCMG
Permanant Under-Secretary of State

19 September 1986

Sir Robart Armstr

CABINET CT:ZiCE

B«u ﬂ{'}f '

RICHMOND YARD

1. When we last discussed Richmond Yard, you mentioned
that there had been some suggestion that the FCO had been
guilty of extravagance and delay in refurbishing parts of
the 0ld Public Offices, and that we might be asked to pay
rent for the whole of the 0ld Public Offices.

2. If, as you suggested to me on 18 September, there is
to be another Ministerial meeting to discuss Richmond
Yard, I suppose that alleged FCO misuse of the 0ld Public
Offices may be mentioned again. In that case, the
Foreign 3ecretary and I thought it might be helpful for
you to have a private copy of the attached note by the
Chief Clzrk. It will of course form part of the Foreign
Secretary's briefing for the meeting.

¥ May I leave it to you to consider whether and how the
points in John Whitehead's minute might be drawn to the

attention of the Prime Minister in advance of any such
Ministerial meeting?

f\ﬁ*—f’TZQ
| T Qs

Patrick Wright
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MANAGEMENT IN CONFIDENCE

PRIME MINISTER

RICHMOND YARD

RTA reports below that Mr. Baker is
not interested in a suite of rooms in
Richmond Yard. I hope that you can now agree
that the ODA should be moved into Richmond
Yard on the basis that the new Committees
will review the whole Whitehall accommodation

scene, including the FCO's refurbishment

operation and the long-term future of the old

Home Office.

Agree?

N. LWL

N. L. WICKS

15 September 1986
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Ref. A086/2523

MR WICKS

Richmond Yard

As I reported to you yesterday evening, I went to see the
Secretary of State for Education and Science, as instructed by
the Prime Minister, to find out whether he would be interested
in having a suite of rooms in Richmond Yard for himself and his

fellow Ministers in the Department of Education and Science.

2. He asked me to tell the Prime Minister that he was grateful
to her for the offer, but that he would not wish to take
advantage of it. He would have welcomed the other proposal, to
move over, say, 600 or so of the staff of the Department of
Education and Science; but he would not want to be a general so
far removed from his troops as would be implied by the more

restricted proposal.

3 I have to add that the Secretary of State made it clear to
me that he shared the Prime Minister's view of the proposal that
the Overseas Development Administration should move into
Richmond Yard; but he understood why that was a difficult

decision to undo in the circumstances.

4, I should add that we have now set up Ministerial and
official committees to review the allocation of office
accommodation to Government Departments in inner London. The
official committee will start its work by reviewing the whole
scene: the buildings now available or expected to become

available, the demands for accommodation in the area and the

present plans and dispositions for movement - including the

Foreign and Commonwealth Office refurbishment operation and the
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long-term future of the old Home Office. I hope that as a

result of that review it will be possible to report to the

Ministerial committee with options and recommendations.

Nl

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

11 September 1986
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