CONFIDENTIAL

PRIME MINISTER

MEETING WITH PRESIDENT MITTERRAND

You travel to France tomorrow to meet President
Mitterrand. You leave No.l0 at 1000 and
should be back by 1700.

You read the brief at the weekend but may
like to look again at the papers in the
folder. I have added some recent press

cuttings.

" BB

(C.D. POWELL)

29 November 1988
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© VOICES FROM FRANCE

‘Mrs Thatcher and President Mitterrand will - vides), the President looks after foreign policy

meet in Mont-Saint-Michel on Wednesday as * and defence. the Prime Minister the business
elder statesmen of Europe and the world. Butif - of government. cmpoiai
the French President is to share the British 7 ° But this  division of ' labour, - however
‘Prime Minister’s. influence as_well as her’ * ¢onvenient as a means of scoring points off M
Jongevity, he must look closely to affairs at .. Chirac while appearing to femain above the

» home. Divided authority in Paris is beginning | .fray, is anachronistic for ‘a modern state
to bring a decline in authority overseas. —-q%s manipulating its way towards the Nineties. It
“ _The summit promises to be a meeting in the " looks ‘pargicula,rly threadbare. when both |
‘pest possible tone. There will some discord "-incumbents are from the same party.. . e s
over French reluctance to accept that British- . The anachronism is reflected most clearly in |,
.made Nissan cars should qualify as “Eufo- ", France’s policy towards what M_Mitterrand
_pean”. As we discussed on Saturday, Mrs. ;. likes to call “the construction of Europe”, the
Thatcher must also attempt to bring France . - “issue most stressed by both candidates in last
‘back into co-operation over the coming = o+May’s presidential elections. The business of

. conventional arms talks with the Warsaw Pact.: “making France ‘competitive 'in- the single
“ “But for the most part, the two leaders will /' market of 1992 demands detailed decisions —
stick to the highest common ground, ‘discuss- . deregulation of industry and services, in
ing recent trips — Mrs Thatcher’s to Wash- . investments in education and training, in tax
ington and Poland, M Mitterrand’s to Moscow ... reforms and harmonization.— which cannot be
and, soon, to Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria. M .

g TN .{-—v‘r- ’_ st e e

..divorced from foreign policy objectives: . :: -

Mitterrand will disguise his chagrin that Mrs .c-A deep mutation may be needed in the
Thatcher is to be the first Western European characteristics » of ' the Gaullist: legacy,
leader to welcome Mr Gorbachov 6n ‘an " characteristics which have  been common to
official visit. - .- T ot prss 1 poth socialists ‘and conservatives.’ France ‘is

" Mrs Thatcher will courteously draw her host ' changing from 2 somewhat authoritarian,
on his plans for the latter half of next year, ‘centralized state t0 a more flexible form of 4
when France celebrates the bicentenary of its .. government in which, in M Rocard’s plan for
revolution by simultaneously hosting the next ::'the next five years, the state will decide “less, -
Western economic summit and assuming the -~ better and faster”. R ot B
presidency of the European Community. They ~“7“The Prime Minister’s battles with the public
will record their satisfaction ‘at ‘the useful " Sector workers this autumn are .important
contribution to mutual understanding made by * precisely because they illustrate the difficulties
the visit of the Prince and Princess of Wales. .. of effecting . this_change.. M _Mitterrand’s

Their meeting will not, however, be quite the . aloofness from" this, and" from’ the batile “over™
discussion between influential equals which M the 1989 budget, - has -begun to! look like
Mitterrand will wish. The reasons have to do calculated avoidance. Tt ‘also raises questions
with the constitutional and personal fensions " “about the extent 10 which he can now be said to
developing in France between the President " re nt the French Government.  * ,
and the French Prime Minister, M Michel " " 'Eﬁis will ‘matter increasingly as long-term
Rocard. These have increasingly ‘blurred .  questionsabout the shape of Europe have 1o be
France's political profile abroad, and made it _-addressed. M Rocard is an unabashed federal-
harder to discern where policy is made. . ', ist who considers Mrs Thatcher’s vision of a |
- The constitutional tensions first emerged in » Europe of sovereign states not only archaic, but
1986, with the election of the conservative - .‘a recipe for Europe’s economic subjugation to
government of M Jacques Chirac and 'the ~ ““Japan and North America. Arguments are
necessity this created of what came to be inevitable. v ot Dnsitd et | Sy
known as “cohabitation” between the Elysée | - ‘It is hard to be certain whether in the long
and the Matignon. With the return to power of . run we will sec a presidential retreat into an
the socialists, the strains created by that ,eminence roughly | resembling that of a
enforced yoking of opposites ought to have .» constitutional ‘monarchy. But if that is the
disappeared. But six months later, “cohabita- - trend, its ambiguous present phase, with M
tion” is beginning to look like a permanent ‘Mitterrand open to the Suspicion of merely
feature of French politics, = "%« *'o=0 tactical loofness;. creates pre .for the
M “Mittérrand _ would appear 10 | ,‘,L,,;n\xgn.aaemgmofl-:uropan -} JupE DO
developed a taste, acquired during M Chirac’s, ... France’s partners need “an ’authoritative
tenure of office, for leaving the Prime Minister .. interlocutor. They must hope that M Mitter-
{o. run, the country while he cultivated the = rand, in the words -of a French newspaper
world<In this scheme (for which the Gaullist 1 cartoon’s prayef, decides to “come down from
constitution -of ‘the - Fifth ' Republic, * once * 3-heaven” and join his Primé Minister in |
derided by M Mitterrand, conveniently pro- """ ‘country’s necessary | e o
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Bicentennial Diplomacy

World Politics Take Center Stage

By Brigid Phillips

ARIS — In 1989, the bi-
centennial year of the
French Revolution,

France will frequently
step away from national celebra-
tions and move to the center stage
of world politics as the host of a
series of summit meetings and in-
ternational conferences.

The leaders of the seven biggest
industrialized countries will hold
their annual talks in Paris in July.
European leaders will meet in Par-
is in the fall when France takes
over the rotating presidency of the
European Community. There will
be conferences on arms and hu-
man rights. And France may man-
age one or two more world events
in the year that will mark the anni-
versary of the revolution.

There was “no preconceived
plan that France should be the
diplomatic capital of the world
during its bicentennial,” said Hu-
bert Védrine, an adviser to Presi-
dent Frangois Mitterrand and the
presidential spokesman. “It is a
happy coincidence.”

Mr. Mitterrand is likely to use
each occasion to draw parallels
with the themes of the French
Revolution of 1789. But the timing
and the discussions at the world
meetings are determined outside
France.

The biggest event is likely to be
the meeting of Group of Seven
leaders — from the United States,
Canada, Japan, West Germany,
Britain, Italy and France. The
main purpose of the talks is to
review the world economic situa-
tion — the single topic that France
believes should be on the agenda.
In addition, France and West Ger-
many called last week for G-7 fi-
nance ministers should meet soon
after George Bush’s inauguration
in January to calm the financial
markets.

Other issues — from terrorism
to drug control — have become
part of the G-7 talks. Although
French officials claim no knowl-
edge of what might be the noneco-
nomic issue this year, Mr. Mitter-
rand is certain to reiterate the
appeal he has made repeatedly in
this forum to step up assistance to
developing countries.

Since the talks coincide with the
July 14 French national day, lead-
ers will juggle work sessions with
ceremonies celebrating the revolu-
tion. There will, however, be much
less of the glittering luxury that
the French laid on the last time the
G-7 met in France.

In 1982, the leaders, officials
and media got treatment worthy
of Louts XIV*in the sumiptucus”
setting of Versailles. A Foreign
Ministry official said the extrava-
gance was dimly viewed by French
voters who had elected a Socialist
government a year earlier. The
pomp will not ve ropiied this

‘ time, he said.

D. Goldberg/Svgma

President Francois Mitterrand addresses the United Nations General Assembly.

Of the string of international
events next year, France considers
it can have the most impact at the
EC summit in the fall. It will orga-
nize those talks as president of the
European Community for the sec-
ond half of 1988. The presidency
comes as the EC prepares for 1992
when Europe has to complete the

countries who signed the 1925 ac-
cord banning the use of chemical
weapons will be invited, along
with 50 nonsignatories.

The purpose of the four-day
conference, according to French
officials, is to give impetus to talks
in Geneva on ending the manufac-
ture and stocking of chemical

Mr. Mitterrand is likely to
use each occasion to draw
parallels with the themes of

the French Revolution.
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mechanisms for a free trade zone
within the community.

France will use the summit to
engineer the adoption of stan-
dards to ensure uniform treatment
of workers throughout the com-
munity.

“The European summit will be
the most important meeting in a

ear of many international meet-
Lgs in France,” said Mr. Védrine.
“The fundamental issues are criti-
cal for the advancement of Eu-
rope.”

The year of international gath-
erings begins in January when
France will be host to a conference
on chemical weapons. The 11

arms. “We want to capitalize on
the legitimate emotion that has
developed over use of chemical
weapons in the Iran-Iraq conflict
to create a strong reaffirmation of
the accord and to advance the very
difficult process in Geneva,” Mr.
Védrine said.

To set an example, Mr. Mitter-
rand told the United Nations in
September that France was revers-
ing its previous position and
would renounce all right to make
chemical weapons as soon as an
accord is signed in Geneva.

Later in the spring, France will
hold an international conference
on human rights as part of the

ongoing Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe.

France has invited the parties in
the nine-year civil war in Cambo-
dia to hold a peace conference in
France.

An international conference on
North-South issues is an equally
vague possibility. There are persis-
tent rumors that as a centerpiece
to a bicentennial year of interna-
tional events, Mr. Mitterrand may
convene an informal meeting to
consider the problems of disparity
between the rich northern nations
and the developing countries of
the southern hemisphere.

According to some reports, a
meeting — dubbed Cancun-2, af-
ter the conference of 22 countries
held in Cancun, Mexico in 1981 —
would be held in July to bring
together leaders as they visit
France for the bicentennial cele-
brations and the G-7 meeting.

Some senior officials %)ave
termed the reports “premature”
and say such a meeting is unlikely.

But others view it as a strong
possibility because of Mr. Mitter-
rand’s strong personal commit-
ment to improving conditions for
developing countries and, noted
one Foreign Ministry official, in
this bicentennial year what stron-
ger way to underline the motto of
the revolution — “Liberty, Equali-
ty, Fraternity”?

BRIGID PHILLIPS is a Pr-
based journalist.
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THE FRENCH ECONOMY

|

GDP

Percentage change from previous year
3.8

83 '84 '85 '86 '87 '8

Inflation

Percentage change from previous year
9.6

'83 '84 '85 '86 '87 '88

*estimate

Unemployment
Percentage change from previous year

10.0 10.9 102 10.4 10.4*
9.0

'83 '84 '85 '86 '87 '88

Trade Balance
In billions of French francs

'83 '84 '85 '86 '87 '88

-24.7
-30.7 -31.5 32,0

= ]

Source: Ministere de I'Economie, des Finances et du Budget

Andy Subbatini/Imemational Herald Triburne

T ki ~~mant's  improved over the last three years, make a strone #--
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2@0 Years After Revolution,

\ By Theodore Zeldin

s SK ORDINARY FRENCH PEOPLE how different they expect
’ their futdre to be, and you will get a very interesting answer.
- They do not know. The French have been searching desper-
4 ately for what they call a Grand Dessein, a vision of their
future, but it remains vague.
They are for Europe, but have no idea what Europe will be like.
Raymond Barre recently summed up the dismay in his characteristic
prose: What France lacks, he said, is a discourse on its national
* ambition. In other words, it does not know where it 1s going.
In the past, France’s problem used to be that it did know where it was
. going, but never got there: It is still a long way from having achieved the
" objectives of the Revolution of 1789. The French are supposed to like
< everything clear and distinct, so this new uncertainty is regarded as
 intolerable by many commentators. But I think it is a sign of rejuvena-
tion, for living in the modern world is all about coping with the
unpredictable.
The opinion polls have never been very interested in people who say
“they don’t know, regarding them almost as nonpersons, shadows. But
the Don’t Knows are beginning to assume new shapes. One-third of the

8

COMMENTARY

'.T French population now refuses to be identified as being either Right or
+ Left, and S\at proportion is growing. Two-thirds could not be bothered
| to vote in the latest referendum on the future of New Caledonia.

It may soon be the Don’t Knows who will decide the country’s fate.
~ The reluctance to make quick or firm decisions extends even into what
. was once the most delicate sphere of all: Living together before getting
- married is now disapproved of by only 7 percent.

“ Don’t Knows are an increasingly important international phenome-
: non. They used to be the ignorant, the indifferent, the hopeless and the
* dropouts; but they are now a much more complex, not necessarily
* irresponsible category.

- The United States has long had problems with Don’t Knows of the
“old style, and still does, as George Bush’s election with about half the
I“ country abstaining shows. The Don’t Knows of the new style choose
 that status on the basis of a combination of optimism and caution. In
* Britain, they are the floating voters who have established themselves as
. the dominant force in politics, responsible for the rise and fall of the
.- Social Democrats; only 30 percent of the electorate has voted consis-
 tently for the same party over the last six elections; as in France, one-
*third refuse to think in ideological terms.

OW the French are also making a contribution to the
- politics of doubt: They are becoming more similar to their
o neighbors, less the irritating exceptions, so that what they
A think is increasingly instructive to the rest of the world.
* Quverture, the open mind, is the new French ideal, the new politeness,
. dissolving old hypocrisies. It goes further than glasnost, which says: Let
*-us tell the truth about the past, let us admit we sometimes get it wrong
- (but we'll get it right eventually). Ouverture adds: Let us bury the past,
*' and look afresh at every disagreemgnt that has divided us, one by one; it
isi ible to predict where we fill end pp. - :
itical party terms, ouvertufe is on the rocks, because it conflicts
| but it his been more than a political

Intellectually, the French have been orphans si i
; ) rphans since the loss of their
Grﬁﬁ;’ Thinkers, who used to soothe them with explanations of what the
world’s confusions were all about. Ou erture is in some ways a substi-
tute for the catchword of the '60s, structure, which implied that
(D67 botial i i Wt s S o s e el
; ut to make it possi ieti
tenoothly ad predictably ss saacki it possible to run societies as
However, very few people have completel i
question arises, how are closed mindsptoeb); ?p?n:du';l (gc’l;:rdhsd‘:n?‘nc,
wm;]ng recently in Le Monde about the collapse of the old certainties,
rightly saw that a new way of thinking is called for, once the habit of
simplifying complexity is abandoned.
And yet, to achieve this, he could onl izati
I ly suggest a sort of evangelizati
lgr teachers and intellectuals, comparable in style and dimmsi(g)ns to tcl’l'el
otestant Reformation. Hns_suifstion recalls Jules Ferry — a Protes-
tant, like Prime Minister Mich Rocard — trying, a century ago, to
T ey '
i e ty is that th icti
- knowing: do not know how to cc e it B

A 3 e bud ! :
the fact that thdthm&m&?&mn;:g}

i

Victor Juhasz

having difficulty in understanding*1 written text; about half of thot
aged over 65 have trouble reading and writing. Illiteracy is increasin
among the young, even though more children are being educated to
higher standard than ever before.

Universities have twice as many students as they can accomjnodat
and have been canceling lectures because there is nowhere to hgid them
Teachers have never been so demoralized.

And the intellectuals do not know how to escape from the ghetto intc
which they have withdrawn. France is supposed to be a country whert
the intellectual is respected. But Bernard Pivot’s television literary chal
show is watched by on average only 10 percent of viewers. That is
roughly the size of the minority that values and enjoys the traditional
forms of culture. In the United States, as a recent report to Congress has
revealed, exactly the same proportion are enrolled in state-sponsored
arts courses. In Britain, Channel Four aims to reach the same magic
figure of 10 percent. Education has not converted the masses to its ideal
of the good life.

_ Finally, the government does not know how, in the foreseeable future,
it can give practical expression to the principle of ouverture, when faced
by low-paid employees who do vital work, nurses and civil servgnts,
demanding more equality and respec!. It would involve challengirfg all

wage differentials, completely changing the criteria of what deseryes to
be rewarded.

Personally, 1 do not see change being led by the established elite.
Individuals are becoming more resistant to influence, more different
from each other, strangers or foreigners to one another. The foreigner,
the person one does not know, is now the world’s main fiddle.

He confronts one on three levels: personal (loneliness has replaced
hunger as the major problem in Western countries), national (the
immigrant is the great disturber of traditional identities), and interna-
tional (can Europeans, or Americans, also be citizens of the world?). In
this perspective, politics becomes the art of finding a way of overcoming
fear of the foreigner.

It is for this reason that my researches on France have culminated in a
book on Happiness. Happiness used to mean being in control, feeling
comfortable in one’s own family, attaining serenity, %ecping the foreign-
er, the enemy, at bay. But in a world that 1s in constant change, this kind
of static ideal is increasingly unattainable, particularly since one can no
longer feel happy if other people are unhappy. The new ideal is not

happiness, but creativity. The new challenge is how to democratize
creativity.

elsewhere too, are vaguely craving for. It is customary to say
that the young have become docile, unrebellious, and it is
assumed they will remain so forever. That is to forget that one
year before the riots of May 1968 the French government did a survey of
the young and found them to be totally attached to traditional values.

Today, if one looks at what they aspire to, rather than at what
economics forces them to do, one sees that 27 percent are interested in
working in conventional commerce and industry, 28 percent want to do
some form of public service, while no less than 45 percent have their
sights on a creative or artistic profession, allowing them the highest
degree of personal expression. Only 12 percent regard making money as
their first objective; S0 percent put the interest of the job ﬁrst.c':'h
young have not become morons. But often they do not know how to ge
what they dream of.

In this Age of Communication, what people are most conscious of i
the difficulty of communicating; they do not just want to be loved, bu
above all to be understood.

__Listen to me: that is perhaps the most common phrase in France
today, spoken or unspoken. But most people don’t know, are never sure,
that their message has been interpreted as they would like it to be.

THIS is what about a half of the young people in France, and

Vision
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BANGLADESH FLOODS AND FLOOD PREVENTION

has commi

post flood

le and complexity problem and political
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. we think 1 -4 ti1al that it 1is upprgachea
and that individual donors

al or regional framework

o

sources needed for flood prevention will be massive.

- Av = A g5 & e s A g : - )
already stresg: » eadiness to play whatever part

can in supporting international or regional solutions.
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BACKGROUND

Heavy rainfall in August produced the worst

<

Bangladesh : ving memory, with 53 out of
e

under wat

2, The British Gt ene of the
ae the sgaver
provided
inecluding
million)
have committed

including a

5
=

programme .,

3. The FRC haes committed 250,000 ton 1.d and over

£4 million for rehabilitation.

4. Conglderation is being given by the Bangladesh

govarnment and by the international donor community teo the

=

fundamental causes of the floods, which threaten to become
an_annual disaster, and to long-term flood prevention
meéEH?EET—- = have made clear HMG's willingness to

part in trying to identify and implement sound and workable
Proposals. An "lood : % will be extremely

complex and exwensive; there are also political

¥

sensitivities, particularly involving India whose policy is

to resist external interventions in the problems of the

region. Yror these reasons we regard it as essential that
—

individual donors operate within whatever t al or

regional framework emerges.
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