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Anglo-French "Mini-Summit"™ at Chequers: 1 September

#
’

In my letter of 29 August, I promised to update the
briefing for the Prime Minister’s talks with M. Mitterrand.
The following sections have been amended (in the order in
which they appear in the brief): Poland; EC Internal (economic
and monetary); Lebanon; Iran and Cambodia.

Poland (Page 4)

Mazowiecki’s nomination as Prime Minister has now been
approved by the Sejm. He has not yet formed a Government.
—

-

EC Internal (Page 7)

EMU: French Proposal for a High-Level Group

The French proposed formally this week the establishment of a
high—level group of officials from Foreign and Finance
Ministries to coordinate work on economic and monetary
cooperation, with the first meeting on 5 September. This
seems to be an attempt by the French to press ahead with
preparations for an Inter-Governmental Conference (IGC) in
advance of proper discussions by Finance Ministers. Our
response has been at e proposed meeting would be
premature; and that the proposal should first be discussed in

ECOFIN. If M. Mitterrand raises the subject the Prime
Minister might:

- point out that discussion at the July Foreign Affairs
Conference was inconclusive, with the UK, Netherlands and
Luxephourg expressing reservations; e =

propose the issue be discussed further by Finance Ministers;
*

suggest a meeting on 5 September would therefore be
premature.

Lebanon (Page 9)
The Mission to evaluate aid needs has now returned from

Lebanon and issued its report. We shall need to study the
report carefully to consider how best we can help.

e——

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

The French have continued their diplomatic moves. Scheer,
Secretary-General at the Quai, is at present visiting capitals
in the region to discuss what the press are calling a new.Rlan
fop Luxembourg. This was announced by Dumas on 27 August.
Scﬁéﬁ?*g'ﬁ?faf is essentially a restatement of familiar
positions. The Prime Minister might like to express
appreciation for F h diplomatic _jnitiatives, and underline
our common aim of persuading the Arabs to relaunch the
Committee of Three. The meeting of Arab League Foreign
Ministers in the margins of the Non-Aligned Summit in Belgrade
will be an early opportunity for this.

Iran (Page 10)

Rafsanjani’s new Government was approved by the Iranian
Parliament on 29 August. It is remarkable for the absence of
two hard-line opponents, the former Ministers of the Interior
and InEeIIlgence. Their successors, themselves hard-liners,
are expected to be more pliant to Rafsanjani’s wishes,

although his opponents will still have ample scope to make
trouble.

Cambodia (Pages 10-11)

Despite intensified efforts by the French to persuade the
principal players to compromise, the Paris conference has

failed to produce a comprehensive settlement. The co-Chairmen
(France and Indonesia) concluded during the resumed
Ministerial session on 28 August - at which we were
represented by Lord Brabazon - that there was little option
but to suspend the conference, leaving open the possibility of
reconvening it at a later date. The failure is largely due to
the‘3ppﬁ?E%f‘ﬁﬁﬁTTTTﬁEﬁEEE-ET the Soviet Union and China and
their respective clients (Vietnam/PRK and the Khmer Rouge) to
make the necessary concessions.

The Prime Minister may wish to:

- congratulate M. Mitterrand on his bold efforts to find a
settlement;

express regret that the conference has foundered;],
the French did their best and so did we;

note that notwithstanding the inflexibility of certain

delegations on some key issues, progress was made in other
areas;

reconfirm our belief that a comprehensive settlement is the
only solution.

Participation in the talks

M. Mitterrand is bringing two advisers: Mme Elisabeth Guigou
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(EC affairs) and M. Hubert Védrine (strategic affairs). They
will alternate during the talks. Mme Guigou will participate
in the official lunch. Separate arrangements have been made
for the two Ambassadors, M. Védrine, the French Head of
Protocol (M. Gadaud) and the Foreign Ministers’ Private
Secretaries. M. Thierry will interpret for the Prime
Minister’s talks and will also be present for the lunch.

I enclose a revised programme. The French have confirmed

that M. Mitterrand will give a press conference at Northolt
before departure.

s o

(J S Wall)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
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ANGLO-FRENCH "MINI-SUMMIT" AT CHEQUERS: 1 SEPTEMBER

PROGRAMME

Support staff arrive RAF Northolt by special
flight. (Some transfer to Chequers by car)

Official party arrive RAF Northolt by special

flight. Met by the Prime Minister. Immediate
transfer to Chequers by helicopter.

Arrive Chequers.

Photo call

Separate talks between Prime Minister/M Mitterrand

and Foreign Secretary/M Dumas

Combined lunch

Separate talks resume

Depart Chequers for RAF Northolt by helicopter,

accompanied by Mr Major.

Arrive RAF Northolt

Press Conference

Depart RAF Northolt by special flight.

AF2ABJ/1
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Roger Kershaw

Western European Department
30 August 1989

PS/Mr Maude

PS/PUS

Sir J Fretwell

Mr Bayne

ECD(I)

ECD(E)

Planners

Protocol Dept
Mr Synqgf(/ Dr Caton, Paris (by fax)

Private Secretary

ANGLO-FRENCH "MINI-SUMMIT"™ AT CHEQUERS: 1 SEPTEMBER

1. I submit a self-explanatory draft letter to PS/No 10 to
update the briefing for the Prime Minister’s use on Friday.
The main changes afffect the sections on Lebanon, Cambodia
and EC Internal (economic and monetary). Amendments to the
Secretary of State’s briefing (in the form of complete
replacements rather than piecemeal changes) are being

submitted separately. A revised programme is attached. The

original briefing letter is at Flag A.

2. I understand that the Secretary of State will drive to
Chequers from his constituency, and will return there by car
after seeing off M. Mitterrand and his party at Northolt at
1645. The Secretary of State might aim to arrive at
Chequers around 1045. We have booked a car to take the
Private Secretary, HMA and our interpreter (Mrs Mary Penney)
to Chequers, departing from the FCO at 0915.

Sir Ewen Fergusson proposes to accompany the Secretary of
State to Northolt after the talks, subject to availability
of seats in the helicopter

RK2AAI/1 CONFIDENTIAL
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Participation in the talks and lunch

3. M. Mitterrand will be supported by two advisers:

Mme Elisabeth Guigou (EC affairs) and M. Hubert Védrine
(strategic, pol/mil affairs). They will alternate in the
talks. Dumas will be flanked by one of his Private
Secretaries, M. de Zorzi and by the French Ambassador here.
The French Head of Protocol, M. Gadaud, and M Mitterrand’ s
adc, Cdt Méchain, will also be in attendance. Of these
officials, only Mme Guigou will attend the official lunch.

Separate arrangements have been made for the other officials

(including Sir E Fergusson and the Private Secretary).

Interpretation

4. M. Thierry will interpret for the Prime Minister’s talks
with M. Mitterrand as in the past. He will also be present
for the lunch. Our interpreter, Mary Penney, will interpret

for the Secretary of State.

Roger Kershaw

Jondud Pow i ). Frnots Har bin wandy i K Sbodeny
d% St by °%hﬂun. 3 s auh L 5 my hee ?n;k‘ & b

Covord il Mo, (0.
[ SURY
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ANGLO-FRENCH "MINI-SUMMIT" AT CHEQUERS: 1 SEPTEMBER

PROGRAMME

1015 Support staff arrive RAF Northolt by special
flight. (Some transfer to Chequers by car)

Official party arrive RAF Northolt by special
flight. Met by the Prime Minister. Immediate
transfer to Chequers by helicopter.

Arrive Chequers.

Photo call

Separate talks between Prime Minister/M Mitterrand

and Foreign Secretary/M Dumas

Combined lunch

Separate talks resume

Depart Chequers for RAF Northolt by helicopter,

accompanied by Mr Major.

Arrive RAF Northolt

Press Conference

Depart RAF Northolt by special flight.
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DRAFT: minute/letter/teleletter/despatch/note TYPE: Draft/Final | +

FROM: Reference
PS RK2AAJ

DEPARTMENT: TEL. NO:
Your Reference

BUILDING: ROOM NO:

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

Top Secret
Secret
Confidential
Restricted
Unclassified

PRIVACY MARKING

Enclosures flag(s)

TO: Copies to:
PS/No 10

SUBJECT: ANGLO-FRENCH "MINI-SUMMIT" AT CHEQUERS :
1 SEPTEMBER

In my letter of 29 August, I promised to update the
briefing for the Prime Minister’s talks with

M. Mitterrand. The following sections have been
amended (in the order in which they appear in the
brief): Poland; EC Internal (economic and monetary);

Lebanon; Iran and Cambodia.

Poland (Page 4)
Mazowiecki’s nomination as Prime Minister has now
been approved by the Sejm. He has not yet formed a

Government.

EC Internal (Page 7)

EMU: French Proposal for a High-Level Group

The French proposed formally this week the

establishment of a high-level group of officials from

Foreign and Finance Ministries to coordinate work on

economic and monetary cooperation, with the first
meeting on 5 September. This seems to be an attempt
by the French to press ahead with preparations for an
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CONFIDENTIAL
DSR 11C
(Revised 5/87)

Inter-Governmental Conference (IGC) in advance of
proper discussions by Finance Ministers. Our
response has been that the proposed meeting would be
premature; and that the proposal should first be
discussed in ECOFIN. If M. Mitterrand raises the
subject the Prime Minister might:
- point out that discussion at the July Foreign
Affairs Conference was inconclusive, with the UK,
Netherlands and Luxembourg expressing reservations;
- propose the issue be discussed further by Finance
Ministers;

- suggest a meeting on 5 September would therefore

premature.

Lebanon (Page 9)

The Mission to evaluate aid needs has now returned
from Lebanon and issued its report. We shall need
study the report carefully to consider how best we
can help.

The French have continued their diplomatic moves.
Scheer, Secretary-General at the Quai, is at present
visiting capitals in the region to discuss what the
press are calling a new plan for Luxembourg. This
was announced by Dumas on 27 August. Scheer’s brief
is essentially a restatement of familiar positions.
The Prime Minister might like to express appreciation
for French diplomatic initiatives, and underline our
common aim of persuading the Arabs to relaunch the
Committee of Three. The meeting of Arab League
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Foreign Ministers in the margins of the Non-Aligned
Summit in Belgrade will be an early opportunity for

this.

Iran (Page 10)

Rafsanjani’s new Government was approved by the
Iranian Parliament on 29 August. It is remarkable
for the absence of two hard-line opponents, the
former Ministers of the Interior and Intelligence.
Their successors, themselves hard-liners, are
expected to be more pliant to Rafsanjani’s wishes,
although his opponents will still have ample scope to

make trouble.

Cambodia (Pages 10-11)

Despite intensified efforts by the French to persuade
the principal players to compromise, the Paris
conference has failed to produce a comprehensive
settlement. The co-Chairmen (France and Indonesia)
concluded during the resumed Ministerial session on
28 August - at which we were represented by

Lord Brabazon - that there was little option but to
suspend the conference, leaving open the possibility
of reconvening it at a later date. The failure is
largely due to the apparent unwillingness of the
Soviet Union and China and their respective clients
(Vietnam/PRK and the Khmer Rouge) to make the

necessary concessions.
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The Prime Minister may wish to:

- congratulate M. Mitterrand on his bold efforts to
find a settlement;

- express regret that the conference has foundered;
the French did their best and so did we;

- note that notwithstanding the inflexibility of
certain delegations on some key issues, progress was
made in other areas;

- reconfirm our belief that a comprehensive

settlement is the only solution.

Participation in the talks

M. Mitterrand is bringing two advisers:

Mme Elisabeth Guigou (EC affairs) and

M. Hubert Védrine (strategic affairs). They will
alternate during the talks. Mme Guigou will
participate in the official lunch. Separate
arrangements have been made for the two Ambassadors,
M. Védrine, the French Head of Protocol (M. Gadaud)
and the Foreign Ministers’ Private Secretaries.

M. Thierry will interpret for the Prime Minister’s

talks and will also be present for the lunch.

I attach a revised programme. The French have

confirmed that M. Mitterrand will give a press

conference at Northolt before departure.
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