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1. Date of elections will be announced here at 1430
ioeailiitime. The Prime Minister would lLike the following
message to be delivered to Chancellor Kohl before then and,
failing that, as soon as possible thereafter:
Begins.
Dear Herr Chancellor

We are announcing today that there will be a Genmeral
Election in the United Kingdom on @ June. 1 wanted to be
Jpeatotich wath you atilonees

After the most careful though I have decided that it
would not be in the national interest to delay an Election
any longer. But the date I have had to choose is very close
to the European Council in Stuttgart on 6/7 June. We shall
be telling the press in answer to the inevitable questions

that the United Kingdom will of course be represented at
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Stuttgart but that decisijons on our representation have
yet to be taken:

1 shall need a little time to consider whether it will
be possible for me to attend the European Council in
person, if only for part of the proceedings. I very much
wanted to attend to help make this Council, under your
Presidency, an outstanding success (and this consideration

has been much in my mind in the difficult Secision I had
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to make about the timing of the Election). ©On the other
hand, I know you will understand how difficult it would
be for me to be away from the United Kingdom during the

crucial closing days of our campaign. I shall be in

touch with you again about this issue as soom as possible.

0f course, the question of our budget problem now
becomes all the more critical and urgent. I very much
hope that we can find a solution at the Foreign Affairs
Council on 24 May.

Meanwhile, I am most grateful to you for all the
help you have given to the United Kingdom and to me
personally. This will be of continuing importance to
me in the days and weeks ahead.

With my best wishes, Yours ever, Margaret Thatcher.
Ends .
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary / “9 May 1983

The General Election

I enclose copies of:

(a) A message which the Prime Minister sent this morning
to the President of the United States which deals,
inter alia, with the implications of a General Election
for her planned visits to Washington and Williamsburg;

A further message which the Prime Minister has sent to
Chancellor Kohl about the European Council in Stuttgart.

I am copying this letter and its enclosures to John Kerr
(HM Treasury) and Richard Hatfield (Cabinet Office). I should
be grateful if you and they would not circulate the messages
beyond Private Offices.

Brian Fall, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




