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My Secretary of State agreed to let the Prime Minister have a copy
of the statement he has passed to the Chief Whip and Mr Tebbit.

This is:

"In the next few months there are several more books to be
published on the coal dispute, whose authors range from a senior
Coal Board official to a former industrial correspondent.
Doubtless a range of views will be expressed, representing the
personal standpoints of the authors concerned.

If in the future there is an accurate factugal account of the
coal dispute it will show that the victory for democracy over
the politically motivated militant marxists was not due to any
one individual, be it Ian MacGregor, Margaret Thatcher or
Peter Walker.

The victory for democracy was due to the determination of those
miners and their families who retained the democratic tradition
of the National Union of Mineworkers in the face of dreadful
intimidation from those who for political reasons had
disregarded that tradition.

It was due to the policemen who, with immense courage and, alas,
many injuries carried out their duty to uphold the rule of law
in this country.

It was due to the common sense of trade unionists and their
leaders who recognised the motives of Mr Scargill and refused to
support him in his endeavours.

It was also due to a Conservative Government that throughout the
bitterest and longest dispute in recent times had a total unity
of purpose within the Cabinet and the Parliamentary Party to see
that democracy was defended".
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As you know, Mr Walker, intends to make no other comment, except to
make it clear that none of the criticisms that appear in the book
were ever made to him or any other Minister, in spite of the scores

of meetings that took place with MacGregor both during and after the
dispute.
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