PRIME MINISTER
ELECTION DIARY

Here is my first draft of an Election timetable, assuming

an Election to be in April, May, June, September or October 1987.

I will progressively refine it as more information becomes

available. But it gives a good idea of the main dates.
Some comments: .
1L The length of time between Dissolution and Polling Day is

governed by statute (normally 23 days but more if Bank Holidays
are involved) while the length of time between the date of
announcement and Dissolution is governed mainly by convention and
convenience. In the five General Elections in 1964, 1966, 1970,
1979 and 1983 the announcement was made exactly one calendar
month before Polling Day. The announcement days in the Diary
assume this. one month interval although a different time period

could, within practical and political limits, be chosen.

2 The dates for the publication of economic statistics are,

in most cases, guesses since firm times have not yet been decided.
3. I have assumed that Election Day will be a Thursday.

4. I will find out from David Wolfson, who provided the dates,
the significance of some of the Jewish holidays, particularly those

in October (some of which fall awkwardly, eg October 8th).
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Office of the Parliamentary Counsel ~ 36 Whitehall London SWiA 2AY

Telephone Direct line or 210 660

‘ Switchboard o1 210
12/104
N L Wicks Esq CBE

10 Downing Street
LONDON SW1 22 September 1986

Decr Ns‘a& ;

I enclose a list showing, for each Thursday in April, May, June, September and
October 1987, the date on which the proclamation summoning a new Parliament must
be issued in order to make polling day fall on that Thursday. ‘P&&X— Lack_
l«ﬁ«-o)fz\m{é\l) ﬁ‘ﬁfﬂ—'fff&\dﬁ.c(\a..

I have taken the dates of the bank holidays in each part of the United Kingdom from
the card issued for 1987 by HMSO (copy attached), which I have checked against the
list in Schedule 1 to the Banking and Financial Dealings Act 1971 (c.80). On the
card, 13 July is (irrelevantly, for present purposes) shown as a bank holiday in
Northern Ireland, though not made one there by Schedule l; and the card in some
cases extends a bank holiday to a part of the UK not warranted by the Schedule,
presumably anticipating a proclamation. However, a bank holiday in any part of the
UK is a dies non for our purpose. If any of the dates on the card were to be
altered, or an additional bank holiday appointed, by proclamation under section 1 of

that Act, this could obviously falsify some of the dates in my list.

As you know, it is usual but - as has now been established - not essential for

Parliament to be dissolved on the date of the summoning proclamation.

GEORGE ENGLE

ENC

CONFDENTIAI
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POLLING DAY PROCLAMATION SUMMONING
(THURSDAYS) NEW PARLIAMENT

April

2 Monday 9 March

9 Monday 16 March

16 (Maundy Thursday) NB Maundy Thursday cannot be polling day.
23 Thursday 26 March

30 Thursday 2 April

Wednesday 8 April
Wednesday 15 April
Monday 27 April -
Friday 1 May

4 Monday 11 May
11 Monday 18 May
18 Tuesday 26 May
25 Tuesday 2 June

/
{

,y September

3 Monday 10 August
10 Monday 17 August
17 Monday 24 August
24 Tuesday 1 September

October
1 Tuesday 8 September v
8 Tuesday 15 September
15 Tuesday 22 September
22 Tuesday 29 September

29 Tuesday 6 October
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POLLING DAY
(THURSDAYS)

April
2

9
16 (Maundy Thursday)
J

30

May
/
7

/ 14
21

28

June

4
11
18
25
‘I

/ September

/
f/
/

3
\ 10
\ 17

24

! October
1
8
15
22
29

1987

PROCLAMATION SUMMONING
NEW PARLIAMENT

Monday 9 March

Monday 16 March

NB Maundy Thursday cannot be polling day.
Thursday 26 March

Thursday 2 April

Wednesday 8 April
Wednesday 15 April
Monday 27 April -
Friday 1 May

Monday 11 May
Monday 18 May
Tuesday 26 May
Tuesday 2 June

Monday 10 August
Monday 17 August
Monday 24 August
Tuesday 1 September

Tuesday 8 September v
Tuesday 15 September
Tuesday 22 September
Tuesday 29 September
Tuesday 6 October

N e e e N
INEEISENT



a7 wﬁ.}anuary February March

Sun 41118 25 815 22 815:2229

Mon 12 19 26 911623 9 16 23 30

Tue 13 20 27 10 17 24 10 17 24 31

Wed 14 21 28 1118725 11 1825

Thu 15 22 29 12519:26 121926

Fri 16 23 30 13 20 27 13 20 27
17 24 31 21828 14 21 28

August

9
10
1

1017 1219 26
Mon 1118 13 20 27

Tue 12 19 14 21 28

13
14
15

Thu 14 21 16 23 30
Fri 1522 17 24 31

1
Sat 2 16 23 18 25
Week no

2

3

4
Wed 13 20 15122728 S5 12

6

7

8

September November - December

Sun 13 20 1" 8 15122229 6 13 20
Mon 14 21 2 916 23 30 71421
Tue 1 1522 8 15 22
Wed 2 16723
Thu 31017 24
Fri 411118525
Sat 512 19 26
Week no

1

2 9 16 23
31017 24
41118 25
512 19 26

r English and Welsh Bank Holidays: N. Inish Bank Holidays: Scottish Bank Holidays: Days in lieu of Public and
1 January 17, 20 April 4,25 May 1 January 17 March 17,20 April 1,2 January 17 April 4. 25 May Bank Holidays falling on

1 9 8 31 August 25, 28 December 4,25 May 13 July 31 August 3 August 25, 28 December Saturday or Sunday to be

- 25, 28 December et
HMSE w50 Asc code 28-1010







10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL 18 September 1986

The time has come in the Parliamentary calendar for a
prudent Private Secretary to follow the advice in paragraph 4
of Part I of "Procedure for General Elections (PGE)". This
suggests that you should be asked to draw up, on a contingent
basis, the statutory timetables for all possible polling dates

within the period which the Prime Minister is considering.

Let me hasten to add that the Prime Minister is not,
for the moment, "considering" any period for a General Election,
but I would, nevertheless, like to have quickly available,
just in case, "statutory timetables" for all Thursdays in
April, May, June, September and October, 1987. Could I therefore
ask you to let me have this information sometime next week?
This will assist me in preparing a complete calendar, taking
account of the factors referred to under the heading "Choice
of Date in PGE".

NIGEL L WICKS

Ssir George Engle KCB QC
First Parliamentary Counsel

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL
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MR. WICKS

William Fittall, Home Office, 'phoned to
say that there would be non-metropolitan
and metropolitan district council and parish
council meetings on 7 May 1987f' No County/
London Borough elections are planned.

o4

ANDY BEARPARK
16 September 1986
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Switchboard 01-213 3000 GTN Code 213
Facsimile 01-213 5465 Telex 915564

n
5 September 1986

Nigel Wicks Esq

Principal Private Secretary
10 Downing Street

London SW1

Dew ﬁ)(ﬂl&‘/

As requested, I attach details of bank holidays in England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland for 1987.

‘l“n sl

Steple Rakclfe

Stephen Ratcliffe
Private Secretary




Bank Holidays

0O Bank holiday dates, and substitute dates where weekends intervene, for
1986-89 are listed in the table below. Separate listings are shown for
England and Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland.

@ indicates Public and Bank Holidays

Date

Name

Northern
Ireland

1986

Monday, August 4
Monday, August 25
Thursday, December 25
Friday, December 26

1987

Thursday, January 1
Friday, January 2
Tuesday, March 17
Friday. April 17
Monday, April 20
Monday, May 4
Monday. May 25
Monday, July 13*

Monday, August 3
Monday, August 31
Friday, December 25
Monday, December 28

1988

Friday, January |
Monday, January 4
Thursday. March 17
Friday, April 1
Monday, April 4
Monday, May 2
Monday, May 30
Tuesday, July 12

Monday. August 1
Monday, August 29
Monday, December 26
Monday, December 26
Tuesday. December 27

Tuesday, December 27

1989

Monday. January 2
Tuesday. January 3
Friday, March 17
Friday. March 24
Monday, March 27
Monday, May 1
Monday. May 29
Wednesday, July 12

Monday, August 7
Monday, August 28
Monday, December 25
Tuesday., December 26

Summer Bank Holiday
Summer Bank Holiday
Christmas Day

Boxing Day

New Year's Day
New Year

St Patrick’'s Day
Good Friday

Easter Monday

May Bank Holiday
Spring Bank Holiday

In lieu of Battle of the Boyne

(Orangemen'’s Day)
Summer Bank Holiday
Summer Bank Holiday
Christmas Day
Inlieu of Boxing Day

New Year's Day

Inlieuof January 2

St Patrick’s Day

Good Friday

Easter Monday

May Bank Holiday

Spring Bank Holiday

Battle of the Boyne
(Orangemen’s Day)

Summer Bank Holiday

Summer Bank Holiday

Boxing Day (E. W & NI)

In lieu of Christmas Day (Scot)

In lieu of Christmas Day

(E.W&NI)

In lieu of Boxing Day (Scot)

In lieu of January 1

In lieu of January 2

St Patrick’s Day

Good Friday

Easter Monday

May Bank Holiday

Spring Bank Holiday

Battle of the Boyne
(Orangemen’s Day)

Summer Bank Holiday

Summer Bank Holiday

Christmas Day

Boxing Day

000 (0 00000 O

oe (06| o0 |0 oo [ X NI ]

[ X NI NN X ]

* Tobe proclaimed by the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.







]Mul Acbonrba

TIMING OF PRESS RELEASES FOR MONTHLY MONEY FfGURES

OCTOBER 1986-DECEMBER 1987

Provisional Press Release

Final Press Release

1986
October Thursday 20 November
November Thursday 18 December

December Tuesday 20 January 1987

4987

January Thursday 19 February
February Thursday 19 March <
March Wednesday 22 April
April wednesday 20 May

May Thursday 18 June
Jlgngl'44*_4ﬁ_ﬂ9nday 20 July

July Thursday 20 August
August Friday 18 September
September Tuesday 20 October -|
555323544ﬂﬂggjhursday 19 November
November Friday 18 December

December Wednesday 20 January 1988

Note: All press releases will be made at

date.

Mors EUde ‘
Lt el KQA« Head

Mong

¢

Monday 1 December
Wednesday 31 December
Thursday 29 January 1987

Monday 2 March
Monday 30 March
Friday 1 May

Monday 1 June
Monday 29 June
Wednesday 29 July
Tuesday 1 September
Tuesday 29 September
Thursday 29 October
Monday 30 November
Thursday 3L Decémber
Friday 29 January 1988

11 am on the relevant







MR. WICKS

1987 DATES

You asked for some key dates in 1987, on the foreign affairs

side. They are:

EUROPEAN COUNCIL:

CHOGM

ECONOMIC SUMMIT

STATE VISITS

29-30 June

October (exaiﬁ/dates not known)

May (proiz%{y early May: exact
date not own)

King Fahd 24-26 March
King Hassan 14-17 July
President Cossiga October

There may be Northern Irelan{Assembly elections in 1987.

CcHP

C. D. POWELL
4 September 1986
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