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MEASURES TO NEUTRALISE ARGENTINE AIRCRAFT CARRIER

POINTS TO MAKE

i I Right approach at this juncture is to issue warning to
Argentines to keep aircraft carrier behind a stipulated
line out of range of British Task Force (viz map attached).

2 MOD will argue that this is not adequate because
carrier is mobile and unless attacked soon will continue

to pose threat to British forces. They will claim this is
true even from behind the line since it can be moved forward
quickly. At a minimum we expect them to argue that:

a. in addition to warning the carrier to stay behind
the demarcation line we should say that any attack
on any UK naval unit will be countered by an attack
on any Argentine naval unit (including the carrier)
wherever it may be found;

ROEs for SSNs outside the TEZ should be amended to
allow for the possibility of submarine attack on
the aircraft carrier (SSNs at present may take

offensive action only in self-defence or against
conventional submarines detected).
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MEASURES TO NEUTRALISE ARGENTINE AIRCRAFT CARRIER
ESSENTIAL FACTS

Az The Chiefs of Staff are willing to add 5 possible
options for dealing with aircraft carrier. 1In broad terms
they are as follows:

A to sink the carrier as soon as possible wherever
she is on the high seas. No warning;

to sink the carrier immediately our own naval

forces were attacked by Argentine forces, regardless
of whether or not the carrier was involved in the
attack. The CNS would like the ROEs for the

submarine outside the TEZ to be changed (at present
it can only attack other conventional submarines)

in order that the submarine could carry out this task);

to issue a warning to the Argentines that the
carrier should be returned to port and remain there.
If they did not do this, the carrier would be sunk;

to issue a warning that the carrier should remain within
the Argentine internationally recognised territorial
waters (ie 12 miles) and north of 43°S;

to issue a warning that the carrier should be kept
within a demarcated sea boundary for which co-ordinates
would be given (see attached map). This would keep

its aircraft out of range of the British task force
both in transit on the high seas and within the TEZ.

2% I believe the Chiefs of Staff are likely to recommend

a combination of optionse. and b. I see no objection to

option e. But option«b. is tantamount to a challenge to

the Argentines. 1 see no reason to take a decision on this

at once. It would be sufficient to consider this in the light

of military circumstances (including the deployment of the carrier)
as the situation develops.
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