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Mr. Speaker, from the onset of the Falklands crisis, my
Right Honourable Friends and I have undertaken to keep fhe
House as closely informed as poséible about the situation..
Although my last report to Honourable Members was only two
days ago, such is the seriousness of this matter that my Right
Honourable Friends and I were glad to agree to the suggestion
of the Right Honourable Gentleman the Leader of the Opposition
that time should be found for a debate today - the fourth
since the Argentine invasion of the Falk}and Islands four weeks

ago tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, during that period the Government has taken
every possible step that has a reasonable prospect of helping
us to achieve our objectives - the withdrawal of the Argentipe
forces and the end of their illegal occupation of the Islands;
the restoration of the traditional administration; and a long
term solution which is acceptable not only to the House buf to

the inhabitants of the Falkland Islands.

It is the Government's mpst earnest hope that we can achieve
these objectives by a negotiated settlement. We have done
everything we can to encourage Mr. Haig's attempts ,to find a
solution by diplomatic means, and'i shall have something to say
about the latest.developments in this area in a moment.

{

/ Military Developments




measurcs as well to strengthen our diplomatic efforts.
Wr. Haig's initiative would never have got underway if

'#he Bfitisp Govérnment had not sent thé naval task force to-the
E;ffmf South Atlantic within four days of Argentina's aggression against
] “:'1  lhe Falklznd Islands. -What ihcéntive would there have been for

?ﬁé Argentine juﬁta to'give Mr. Haig's proposals more than the
4mos;:curso£y glance if Britain had not undérpinned its search

._ior;a“diplbmatic séttlement with the despatch of the task force?

i Genjié persuasion is not going to make the Argentine Government

”giQe ﬁp ﬁhat it has seized by force. Mr. Speaker, if we want

to'splve the Falklands crisis on terms we can accept, we have

- got to live and act in the real world.

Our military response io the situation has been measured
and controlled. On 12 April we declared a Maritime Exclusion Zonke. .
This has been enforced since then against Argentine warships
and néval auxiiiaries. -It bhas been completely succesSful, and
the Argentine forces on the Falkland Islands haQe been isolated
by sea. .

Eleven days later we warned the Argentine authorities that
any approach by their warships or military aircraft which could
amount to a threat to interfere with the mission of the British
Forces in the South Atlantic would encounter the appropriéte

response. il

/ Then, on 25 April,




Then on- 25 Aprj], ag IEadhrGiat e d fo the Jlousc on Monday,
Byitish.forces rccaptured Sthh Georgia. This operation was
= conqd¢fed ih exercise of our right of self-defence under
Aiﬁicié"5} of the UN Cﬁgrter. The minimum of force was used

A doﬁéiéfent-with achieving our objecti?e and no.lives - Argentinian

s or- British - were lost in the operation, though, as was announced

YGstérday, an Aréentine prisoner was .most unfortunately killed
" in an incident on 26 April which is now being urgently investigated

,..by;i Board of Inquiry.:

',LiThe iaﬁést of our militafy measures is the imposition of the
'Topéi Exclusion_Zone rouﬁd the Falkland Islands of which we gave
48 haurs’notice yesterday. The new Zone has the same geographical
boundaries asithe'Maritime Exclusion ane which took effect on

12 April.

It will gpply from noon London time tomorrow to all ships
and aircraft, whether military or civil, operating in support of the-'
iliegal occupation of the Falkland Islands.‘ A complete blockade will
be placed on all tfaific supporting the occupation forces of Argentina.
Maritime and aviation authorities have been informed of the imposition

of the Zone, in accordance with our international obligations.

If the Argentines choose to challenge our authority in that
Zone, the responsibility will be theirs. We shall enforce the Total

Exclusion Zone as completely as we have done the Maritime Exclusion ;

2one. The Argentine occupying forces will then be totally isolateq.

They will be cut off by sea and air.

All these measures have been designed to support our

diplomatic efforts.

/Diplomatic Developments
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SJDCE I last JLPO]LCd to the House lr Haig has put formal
Amerlbdn ploposals to the Argentnne Government and requested an =

“f-'early 1c sponse..

He saw Mr Costa dendez last evenlng but no conclus1on was reached.
He Judged it rlght to put the proposals fllSt to Argentina as the

,.:_ cognt;y.bo whom Security Council Resolution 502 is principally addressed.

'Mr.Haig has also communicated to us the text of his proposals.:
fThey are the result Qf Mr Haig's talks in London and Buenos Aires

and of his discussions in Washiﬁgton with my Rt Hon Friend last week.:

Tk is difficult both for the House and the Government that we have
not been able to say more about them, especially as in our democratic

- system we need the interplay of gpinions and ideas. . And we should profit

"from the views aﬁd aﬁalysis of Hon Members. But they are Mr Haig's
proposals and negotiations are continuiné. We understand from Mr Haig
that it is his present iﬁtention to publish them in full but he of
course must judge thé appropriate time. The proposals are complex and
difficult and inevitably Bear the.hallmarks of compromise in both their
substance and'language. We are studying them very carefully indeed in
the light of the ﬁrinciples and objectives enunciated in past debates.

It was the Argentine invasion which started this crisis and it is

Argentiné withdrawal that must put an end to it.

The World Community will not condone Argentina's invasion.

’~/To



To do. 6 would be to encouruge further aggression. As the Corsnonvealith
Scerciary-General said on 27 April:"In making a firm and unambijguous
. Tesponse to Argentine aggression, Britain is rendering a service to

~.the intcrnational community as a whole."

L.
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The United Fations

-.As this sitﬁatibn has developed, and as the ﬁritish
',-Goﬁerﬁbeni has inade every effoft to find a solution, this House :
al ﬁésibroédiy supported both the-Government's objectives and its
méthods. Buf'in the last few days, it has been argued in

some parts'of the House that first that we should not have
fesérted to the use of force apnd second that we should seek

" greater involvement by the United Nations.

Mr. Speaker, with regard to the first argument -

When this House debated.the Falkland islands on 14 April
,‘the ﬁt. Hoh. ‘Member - the Leader of-. the Opposition supported
the despatch-of the Task Force. He said - and I quote -

"I support the despatch of the Tésk Force. I support it

because I believe that it can have strong diplomatic results'.

That was absolutely right.

But it would be totally inconsistent to support the
despatch of the T;Sk Force and yet to be oppoéed to its
use. It would be highl& dangerous to bluff in that way.
British servicemen and ships‘;ould be exposed to hostile
action. Argentina would doubt our determination and sense
of purpose. The diplomatic pressure ﬁould be undermined.
Does the Rt. Hon. Member really suggest that to use our
Task Force in seif-deience fdr the recapture of British

territory in a swift and almost bloodless operation is not

'a proper use of force? As long as the Argentines refuse to

/ comply
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conply with the Scewmiity Cuuacil Resolution, we must continue

- to intensify the przssure on them. And we must pot abarndon

',.qu~efiorts to_re¥cstablish our authority over our own territory

“and- to free our own people from the invader.

Let me turn now to the United Natlons. The House knows

.,that a11 our action has been based on a Resolutxon of the

United Nations. Before the invasion occurred we went to

" the Secretary-General and asked him to issue a stern warning

 ca111ng on, Algentlna to desist from the use of force. As

'soon as the invasion had occurred we asked for a meeting of

the Sequrlty Cqunc11. That meeting passed Resolution 502.

Sihce then our efforts, those of Mr. Haig and a large paft

of the international communi;y have been directed to implementing

that mandatory Resolution.

If I may just remind the House-once more, that Resolution
calls for three things: - the cessation of hostilities,
Argentine withdrawal and a negotiated so;ution to the dispute.
The three things are linked. Without Argentine withdrawal
there cannot be a cessation QF bostilities: we are forced to
exercise our right to self-defence. Likewise, if Argentina
withdraws it would be out of the question for us to contiﬁué'
hostilities or to refuse to hold negotiations with a view to
solving the underlying dispute. We were after all negotiating

a few weeks before the invasion. It is quite wroSg to suggest

/ that because



thot boczuse ihé invader is not prepared to implement the
d Reéglution, the principlesof the United Nations require that
we should refrain Irém limited use. of jorce in self-defence,

That would. be to condone and cncourage aggression.

What do Honourablé Members.think that furthef recourse
fé the United'Nations could now achieve? Ve certainly need
médigtion. But we already have the most powerful and the
,m¢sf suitaﬁle mediator available: Mr. Haig, backed by all
[ fhguéufhority and ill.the influence of the United_States.
'If'anyone'ggg succeed in mediation, it is Mr. Haig. Of
' édﬁrse we supporf the United Nations apd we believe that
'?éspect'for tﬁe Unifed Na;ions shbuld form the basis of
inﬁernationai-conduct. But the United Nations does not have

the power to enforce compliance with its Resolutions.

These simple facts are perfectly well understood in the

international community. Lét me guote the Swedish

i‘ i | . LN ! / Foreign Minister



dnisicy Foose oveden oo country second 1o none 3% 1S

oppo&inﬁo@-tb'the vee of force iwd its respect for the United Rutions,
The Swndish PorciFn inister said, and I quote, e hiave no objection
to- Brltdln retaking Brltlsb terlltory Time and again one is forced
-to obse1ve that the United Nations is. weak and lacks the authority

I,requlred to mediate'. . That I think says it all.

3 :?he redappure of Souﬁh Géorgia has ﬁof diminished internatioﬁal
.sﬁpbdrtﬂ No-couétrﬁ that was previously witﬁ us has turned against us.
- OnfTueéday; my Rt Hon Friend was able to see for himself that the support
of the European Community remalned robust. The world has shown no
1nc11nat10n to condemn Brltain s exercise of the right to self defence.
'-And equ,ln ‘the Organlsatlon.qf Imarican States Argentina realised that
it woﬁid'nof be péséible'to obtain any form of sanctions against Britain,

despite .the traditiohal sympathy  of membeérs for her claim to sovereignty.

The truth is that we have been invoived in constant activity at tﬁe
United Nations. Our representative in New York has been in daily touch

with the Secretary-General since the crisis began He has discussed

with him repeatedly and at length all poss1ble ways in which the United
Nations could play a éonstructive role in assisting Mr Haig's mission and,
if Mr Haig fails, in seouriﬁg implementation of Resolution 502. Sir
Anthony Parsons has also discusse& with Mr de Cuellar his contingency
planning about the part the United Nations might be able to play in the
longer term in negotiating and implemqntiné a diplomatic settlement.

In the light of these discussions our representative has advised that:-

(a) The Secretary-General is very conscious of the complexity of the

S

problem and of the need for careful preparation of any initiative he

might take.

/(b)
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Y As ihe Scourity Couneil is already scized of the erb}t»r

1t \uuld e opyp ;op;1a1c for the Secretary-General to act under

:Arilcle GoNe [ he Charter.

¢ f(c)x The Secretary-General would not wish to take any initiative

: ’:;whiéh he had not gstablished in advance would be acceptable to both

i .thémparties.A

'(d) He would also requlre a clear mandate from the Securlty Council

.before taklng any action.

- "Our representétive has also reported that the Secretary-General

has several times stated in public-that he was not prepared to take

| aét;on while Mr Haig's mission was alive and that he had pointed out

that not even the Organisatidn of American States had asked for him

to become involved.

In these circumstances the Government have accepted the advice
that the only valid course for the Security Council at the present
juncture was to inéist on implemeétation of Reéolution 502. The Unitec
Nations Secretary—Generai is aware of this view. Our represeﬁtative
was consequently instructed to‘ensure that no action wgs takén in
New York which would cut across Mr Halg s efforts. He has
reported that he has had the full support of the Secretary-General

and of the President of the Security Council, in carrying out these

instructions. ¢
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..Einuﬂsh‘wc lave oo deabl about: our sovercignty over ithe Falklinad
]slands,_souph Grovrgia, Seuth Sandwich or British Antarctic Territorus

some of my Right lonourable Friends have suggested that we refer the

mitter to the International Court of Justice.

“r£’$inceﬂArgéntina does not accept the compulsory jurisdiction of the

i CQﬁri; the matter cannot bé referred without her agreement, except by

i }esblution'of the Security Council.

. We have never submitted the Falkland Islands themselves to that
Cdurti_but we have raiséd the question-of the dependencies Qn'three
,ééparété occasions. In.1947, 1949 and 1951. Each time Argentina

‘withheld her consent;

In 1955} the ﬁritish Governmégt applied unilaterally to the ICJ
against'encroachmenfs on Britisﬁ sovergignty in the Dependencies'by
Argentina. Again, the Court advised that it could not pursue the matter
‘since it could only act if there was agrgement between the parties

recognising the Court's jurisdiction.
In 1977 Argentina, having accepted the jurisdiction of a Court of
Arbitration on the Beagle Channel dispute with Chile, then refused to

accept its results.

It is difficult to believe in Argentina's good faith with that very

recent example in mind.

/There is




?;ére jé no rcasonf given the past history of this-quostion,
.for:Biitain, “hich_§5§fsovereignty and is cla;ming néthing, to

‘@gfb lhe'fiﬁst move. it is Argentina that is making a claim.

_f'éhé wéﬂtea to refer it to the International Court, we should
_:éénéidér the pd#sibi}ity_very seriouély. But it would be hard to ﬁave

i éonfidance that Argentina would respect a judgement she did not like.
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R1GHT HONOURABLE FRIENDS AND | HAVE UBDERTALEN

TO KEEP THE Houst AS CLOSELY INFCRMED AS POSSIRLE
ABOUT THE SITUATION,

ALTHOUGH MY LAST REPCRT TO HONOURABLE [EMBERS WAS
ONLY TWO DAYS AGO, SUCH IS THE SERIOUSNESS OF THIS
MATTER THAT MY R1GHT HONOURABLE FRIENDS AND ] WERE
GLAD TO AGREE TO THE SUGBGESTION NF THE RIGHf
HONOURABLE GENTLEMAN THE LEADER OF THE OprPoSITICH
TRAT TIME SHOULD BE FOUND FOR A DEBATE TCDAY -

THE FOURTH SINCE THE ARGENTINE INVASION br THE

FALKLAND ISLANDS FOUR WEEKS AGO TOMORROW,



Mo, SeirAKER, DIRING THAT Briann rig Tot oo SOF H
EVERY POSSIBIE STEP THAT HAD A KEASOUAELE PROSPECT
OF HELPING US TO ACHIEVE OUR OBJECTIVES - THE
WITHDRAWAL OF THE ARGENTINE'FO?CES AND THE END
OF THEIR TLLEGAL OCCUPATION OF THE ISLANDS;
THE RESTORATION OF THE TRADITIONAL ADMINISTRATION;
AND A Lows TERM SOLUTION WHICH IS A;CEETABLE NOT

ONLY TO THE HOUSE BUT TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

IT 1s THE GOVERNMENT'S MOST EARNEST HOPE THAT WE CAN ACHIEVE
THESE OBJECTIVES BY A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT,
/e HAVE DONE EVERYTEXNG WE CAN TO ENCOURAGE MR. Ralz
ATTEMPTS TO FIND A SCIUTTON BY‘DIPLOMATIC MEANS, . AND
I sHALL HAVE SCMETHING MORE TO SAY ABOUT THAT‘IN A

MOMENT .

/ MILLTARY DEVELOPMENTS .



BuT 58 TdC -HousE s, e (GOVERHERT HAS TAREN IDE oL
MEASURES AS WELL TO STREMATHEN QUR DIPLOHMATIC

EFFORTS,

Mr. HAIG'S INITIATIVE WOULD NEVER HAVE GOT UNDERWAY IF
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD NOT SENT THE NAVAL
TASK FORCE TO THE SOUTH ATLANTIC WITHIN FOUR DAYS
OF ARGENTINA'S AGGRESSION AGAINST THE FALKLAND
IsLANDS. g -
: \
WHAT INCENTIVE WOULD THERE HAVE BEEN FOR THE
ARGENTINE JUNTA TO GIVE MR, HAIG'S IDEAS MORE THAHN
THE MOST CURSORY GLANCE IF BRITAI& HAD NOT UNDER-
PINNED ITS SEARCH EOR A DIPLOMATIC SETTLEMENT

WITH THE DESPATCH OF THE TASK FORCE?

CENTLE PERSUASION IS NOT GOING TO MAKE THE

ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT GIVE UP WHAT IT HAS SEIZED BY
- FORCE, ; / MR, SPEAKER
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SPEAKER, ARGEGISE TO  THE SLFEUATRTTS (SO

REASUFEL 7 CONTROLLED,

On 12 AiRiL we DECLARED A MARITIME ExcLusion Zone,
THIS HAS BEEN ENFORCED AGAINST ARGENTINE WARSHIPS
AND NAVAL AUXILTARIES.

IT HAS BEEN COMPLETELY SUCCESSFUL, ANb THE
ARGENTINE céRCEs ON THE FALKLAND ISLANDS HAVE BEEN

ISOLATED BY SEA,

ELEVEN DAYS LATER WE WARNED THE ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES THAT

ANY APPROACH BY THEIR WARSHIPS OR MILITARY AIRCRAFT
WHICH COULD AMOUNT TO A THREAT TO INTERFERE WiTRK THZ

MISSION OF THE BRITISY FORCES IN THE SouTH ATLANTIC

" WOULD ENCOUNTER THE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE,

/ATHEN{ on 25 APRIL
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GRITIGH FORCES ROCA-TURED SQUTH HEORGIA,
THis OPLRATION VAS counUCTED 1N EXERCISE OF OUR
RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE UNDER ARTiCLE 51 OF THE Uf
CHARTER.
THE MINIMUM OF FORCE WAS USED CONSISTENT WITH
ACHlEViNG OUR OBJECTIVE AND NO LIVES - ARGENTINIAM
OR-BRITISH'~ WERE LOST IN THE OPERATION, THOUGH,
AS WAS ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY, WE DEEPLY REGRET THAT
AN ARGENTINE PRISONER LOST HIS LIFE IN AN INCIDENT
oN 26 APRIL WHICH IS NOW BETNG URGENTLY IRVESTIGATEZD
BY A BoraD oF INQQIRY lh ACCORDANCE WITH THE TER{S

OF THE RELEVANT CONVENTION,

/  THE LATESTS OF OUR
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Top LATEST 07 CUR SILITARY GEARURES 18 THE, 1o H Pt
TDTAL-EXCLUSJCN TONE ROUHD THE FALNE AT I SLANDS
OF WHICH WE GAVE 48 MGURS NOTICE YESTEXDAY.
THE.NEW ZOKE HAS THE SAME GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES

AS THE MARITIME EXCLUS!ON ZONE WHICH TOOK EFFECT

oN 12 ApRIL,

IT WILL APPLY FROM NOON LONDON TIME TOMORROW TO ALL SHIPS ANE
AIRCRAFT, WHETHER MILITARY OR CIVIL, OPERATING IN
SUPPORT. OF THE JLLEGAL OCCUPATION OF THE FALKLAND
IsLANDS,
A COMPLETE BLOCKADE WILL.BE PLACED ON ALL TRAFFI
SUPPORTING THE OCCUFATION FORCES OF ARGENT?NA.
MARITIME AND AVIATION AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN INFORMZD
OF fHE IMPOSITION OF THE ZONE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH

OUR INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS.

/ WE SHALL ENFORCE
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£ HAVE DOHE THE MARITIME EXCLUSION ZONE. .
Trie ARGENTINE OCCUPYING FORCES WilLL THENBE TOTALLY
ISOLATED - CUT OFF BY SEA AND AIR.

‘

DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS

ON THE DIPLOMATIC SIDE, MR, HAIG HAS PUT FORMAL AMERICAN
! . PROPOSALS TO THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT AND RE@QESTED
AN EARLY RESPONSE FROM THEM,
I STRESS THE STATUS OF THESE PROPOSALS - THEY

ARE OFFICIAL AMERICAN PROPOSALS,

MR, HAIGAJUDGED IT RIGHT TO ASK ARGENTINA TO GIVE ITS
DECISION FIRST, AS THE COUNTRY TO WHOM SECURITY

ResoLuTioN 50Z 1S PRINCIPALLY ADDRESSED,

/. HE saw
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REACHED,
Mr. Ha1G HAS ALSO COMMUNICATED TO US THE TEXT OF H1IS PROPGSA.:

It 1s DIFFICULT.BOTH FOR THE HouseE AND THE GOVERNMENT THAT
WE ARE NOT ABLE TO SAY MORE ABOUT THEM PUBLICLY,
ESPECIALLY AS IN OUR DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM WE NEED
THE INTERPLAY OF OPINIONS AND IDEAS.
BuT THEY ARE IMR. HA1G'S PROPOSALS, AND WE UNDER-
STAND FROM HIM THAT IT IS HIS PRESENT JNTENTION e
PUBLISH THEM IN FULI BUT HE OF COURéE MUST .JUDGE

THE APPROPRIATE TIME.

/ THE PROPOSALS ARE



e e o £ COMPLEY AID DIFFICU' T ARD INEVITABLY 22

WL THE HALLMARKS .OF COQHPRQMISE IN ROTH THEIR

I~

SUESTANCE AND LANGUAGE.
, THE

THEY HAVE TO BE MEASURED AGAINST/PRINCIPLES AND

OBJECTIVES EXPRESSED SO STRONGLY IN OUR DEBATES

IN THIS House.

My RiGHT HONOURABLE FRIEND REMAINS IN CLOSE TOUCH

wiTH MR, Hals.

_ 1 VERY MUCH REGRET THAT I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO SAY MORE
TODAY, BUT THEY ARE !MR. HAIG'S PROPOSALS AND HE RAS
PUT THEM FIRST TC THE ARGENTINE GOVERNhENT.
IT WAS THE ARGENTINE INVASION WHICH STARTED THIS
CRISIS. AND IT IS ARGENTINE WITHDRAWAL THAT MUST PHT

AN END TO IT.

/ THE WORLD COMMUNITY
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[ oD CoielUHITY WML BOT coitpone ARGENTIHA'TS IMvASIOLN,
To DO SO WOULD BE TO ENHCOURAGE FURTHER

AGGRESSION.

o sndd

As THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY-GENERAL SAID ON

oL

27 APRIL:
“IN MAKING A FIRM AND UNAMBIGUOUS RESPONSE

TO ARGENTINE AGGRESSION, BRITAIN IS

n e e el

: . RENDERING A SERVICE TO THE INTERNATIORNAL

“COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE".

THE Unitep NATIONS

§ AS THIS SITUATION HAS DEVELOPED, AND AS THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT HAS MADE EVERY EFFORTTO FIND A
SOLUTION, THIS HOUSE HAS- BROADLY SUPPORTED

.§ B BOTH THE GOVERNMENT'S OBJECTIVES AND ITS ACTIONS.

/ But




BuT TN THE LAST lli?“-.‘a'A':").-"\."’S IT 28 2L ARGUED I
SGHME PARTS ‘UF THE HOUSE, FIRST, THAT WE SHOULD
NOT HAVE RESORTED 'I'-O THE USE OF FORCE AND,
SECOND, THAT WE SHOULD SEEK GREATER INVOLVE-

MENT BY THE URITED NATIONS.

MR. SPEAKER, WITH REGARD TO THE FIRST ARGUMENT -

~ WHEN THIs HOuse DEBATED THE FALKLAND IsLANDS ON 14 APRIL

THE RT. ‘Hon. MeMBER Tee LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
SUPPORTED THE DESPATCH OF THE TAsk FORCE.

He saIp - AND 1 QUdTE.~

#] SUPPORT THE DESPATCH OF THE TASK FORCE.

I SUPPORT 1T BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT IT CAN

HAVE STRONG DIPLOMATIC RESULTS".

THAT WAS ABSOLUTELY RIGHT.

f .BUT



St 01 MOULD BE TOTALLY THCONSISTEWNT TO SUPPORT THE

DESPATCH OF THE TasK FORCE AMD YET TO BE -
OPPOSED TO ITS USE,
IT WOULD BE HIGHLY DANGEROUS TO BLUFF IN
THAT WAY.
BRITISH SERVICEMEN AND SHIPS WOULD BE EXPOSED
TO HOSTILE ACTION., -~

. ARGENTINA WOULD DOUBT GOUR DETgRMINATION AND
séNse OF Puépose,
THE DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE onLD BE UNDERMINED.
Is IT REALLY SUGGESTED THAT TO USE OUR
Task FORCE IN SELF-DEFENCE FOR THE RECAPTURE
OF BRITISH TERRITORY 1S NOT A PROPER USE OF

FORCE 7

/ As LONG



AS 1LOHG AS THE ARGENTIHES REFUSE TO COMPLY
wITH THE StcuriTy CouitclL RESOLUTION, VE
MUST CONTINUE T0 INTENSIFY THE PRESSURE ON
THEM,

AND WE MUST NOT ABANDON OUR EFFORTS TO RE- -
ESTABLISH OUR AUTHORITY OVER OUR OMN
TERRITORY AND TO FREE OUR OWN PEOPLE FROM

THE INVADER.

LET ME TURN NOW TO THE QUESTION §F THE UNITED NATIONS,
ALL OUR ACTION HAS BEEN BASED ON A RESOLUTIO&'
OF THE UNIT;D NATIONS,
THE ARGENTINE iNVASION WAS CARRIED OUT IN
DEFIANCE OF AN APPEAL ISSUED BY THE PRESIDENT

OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL AT OUR URGENT REQUEST

on 1 ApRIL. _
/' THIS SOLEMN



1116 SOLES AR N LS ED BY THE EE
CF THE SECURITY CouﬁcIL.
BUT IT WAS IGNORED.
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE INVASION WE ASKED FOR
ANOTHER MEETING OF THE SECURITY C6UNCIL.
THAT MEETING PASSED RESOLUTION 502.
SINCE THEN OUR EFFORTS, THOSE OF MR. HA;G
AND A LARGE PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL
\
COMMUNITY MAVE BEEN DIRECTED TO IMPLEMENTING

THAT MANDATORY RESOLUTION,

THAT RESOLUTION CALLS FOR ARGENTINE WITHDRAWAL AND A
NEGOTIATED SOLUTION TO THE DISPUTE.

“/ WiTHout
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WiTHouT ARGLIITHE WITHDRAVAL WE HAVE HO CHOTCE
 BUT TO CXERCISE OUR UMQUESTIOHABLE RIGHT
70 SELF-DEFENCE UNWDER ARTICLE 51 OF THE CHARTER.
OF COURSE, IF ARGENTINA WITHDRAWS WE SHOULD
IMMEDIATELY CEASE HOSTILITIES AND BE READY TO
i HLD NEGOTIATIONS WITH A VIEW TO SOLVING THE

UNDERLYING DISPUTE,

AFTER ALL, WE WERE NEGOTIATING ONLY A FEW WEEKS
BEFORE THE INVASION.

} S IT 1S QUITE WRONG TO SUGGEST

/ THAT BECAUSE
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PFPLERENT THE ReESOLUTION, THE FRIMNCIPLES
OF THE Lil1TED NAT10MS REOUIRE THAT WE,
THE AGGRIEVED PARTY SHOULD FORFEIT THE
RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE.

SUCH AN ARGUMENT HAS NO VALIDITY IN
INTERNATIONAL LAW,
[T wouLD BE TO CONDONE AND ENCOURAGE

AGGRESSION AND TO ABANDON OUR PEOPLE.

WHAT COULD. FURTHER ﬁecoURSE 10 THE UNITED NATIONS
ACHIEVE AT THE PRESENT STAGEé
WE CERTAINLY NEED MEDIATION.
BuT WE ALREADY HAVE THE'MOST POWERFUL
AND THé MOST SUITABLE MEDIA%OR AVA!LABLE:
MR. HAIG, BACKED B? ALL THE AUTHORfTY AND

/ALL THE
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Al T G H"zPl..l:‘u‘-'lEl\IT A FAHDATORY
RescLuTiOn OF THE SECRURITY CouncIL,

[¥ ANYORE CAN SUCCEED IN KEDIATION

1T 15 MR, Hale.

OF COURSE WE SUPPORT THE UNITED NATIONS
AND WE BELIEVE THAT RESPECT FOR THE
Un1TED NATIONS SHOULD FORM THE BASIS

OF INTERNATIONAL CONDUCT,

But THE UNITED NATIONS DOES NOT HAVE
THE PQWER TO ENFORCE COMPLIANCE WITH
ITS RESOLUTIONS, AS A NUMBER OF AGGRESSORS

WILL KNOW.

/THESE SIMPLE
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IN THE 1HTERHATICHAL COMIUNITY.
LET ME QUOTE THE Swrs1SH FOREIGN MIHISTER
BECAUSE SWEDEN IS A COUNTRY SECOND

. fo NOWE IN ITS OPPOSITION TO THE USE
OF 'FORCE AND 1TS RESPECT FOR THE
UNITED NATIONS,
THE SweD1SH Fore1GN MINISTER SAID OF THE
SouTH GEqRGIA OPERATION, AND [

' QUOTE, “ME HAVE &o OBJECTION TO BRITAIN

: RE%AKING BRITISH TERRITORY.
TIME AND AGAIN ONE IS FORCED TO OBSERVE
THAT TQE UNITED NATIONS IS WEAK AND

LACKS THE AUTHORITY REQUIRED TO MEDIATE."”

/THE RECAPTURE




PHU Rilar TURE OF SUUIH GLORGIA HAS fui j fhioit
[NTERNATICHAL SUPFORT.
NO COUMTRY THAT WAS PREVIOUSLY WITH U
HAS TURNED AGAINST US.
On Tuespay, my Rt. Hon, FRIEHD WAS ABLE
TO SATISFY HIMSELF THAT THE SUPPORT
oF THE EurROPEAN COMMUNITY REMATNED ROBUST,
THE WORLD HAS SHOWN.NO INCLINATION
TO CONDEMN BRITAIN'S EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT
TO SELF-DEFENCE.
IN.fHE ORGANISATION OF AMERICAN STATES
ITSELF ARGENTINA WAS CRITICISED FOR HER USE
OF FORCE, DESPITE THE CLAINMS OF TRADITIONAL
LATIN AMERICAN SOLIDARITY, AND THE ONLY
RESOLUTiON PASSED CLEARLY RéFERRED'TO SECURITY

CouncIL REsOLUTION 502, AND CALLED ON

ARGENTINA NOT TO EXACREBATE THE SITUATION,
/THE TRUTH




AT WE HAVE DLLI DAoLV 1 Llsossnd
ACTIVITY AT THE URITED NATIONS.

OUR REPRESENTATIVE IN Mew YORK HWAS BEEN

IN DAILY TouéH WITH THE -SECRETARY-GENERAL
SINCE THE CRISIS BEGAN,

HE ‘HAS DISCUSSED W1TH HIM REPEATEDLY AND

AT LENGTH ALL POSSIBLE WAYS IN WHICH THE
UNiTED NATIONS COULD PLAY A_CONSTRUCTIVE
ROLE: IN ASSI1STING MR. HAIG'S MISSION AND,

1F Mr. HAIG FAILS, IN SECURING IMPLEMENTATION

oF ResoLuTIion 502,

/SIR ANTHONY PARSONS



DI idvs ot oan 1s e suiiS HAS ALSU DISCUSSED

WITH 1R, PEREZ DE CUELLAR COWT[HGERCY
PLAHH?HG ABOUT THE PART THE UmITED HatTicls
MIGHT BE ABLE TO PLAY IN THE LONGER TERM

IN NEGOTIATING AND IMPLEMENTING A DIPLOMATIC
SETTLEMENT.,

IN THE LIGHT OF'THESE DISCUSSIONS OUR
REPRESENTATIVE HAS ADVISED US THAT:-

FIRST, THE SECRETARY;GENERAL IS VERY CONSCiOUS
OF THE COMPLEXITY OF THE PROBLEM AND OF THE
NEED FOR CAREFUL PREPARATION OF ANY

INITJATIVE HE MIGHT TAKE.

© /SECOND,



NIRWORR Ao (L IR
THE PROBLEM, IT WOULD li Il \PPROPRIATE
FOR THE SECRETARY-OEIERAL TO ACT WIHDER

ArTicLE 99 oF THE CHARTER.

THIRD, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL WOULD NOT WISH TO TAKE
ANY INITIATIVE WHICH HE HAD NOT ESTABLISHED
IN ADVANCE WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH
THE PARTIES.-
- FourTH, HE WOULD ALSO REQUIRE A CLEAR MAND;TE FROM

THE SECURITY COUNCIL BEFORE TAKING ANY

ACTION,

/OUR REPRESENTATIVE
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\ Wikt e sant o)\ g8
R R IR 1
\

SECRETARY-0UNERAL HAS SEVERAL TIHAES
STATER 1IN PURLIC THAT HE WAS NOT
PREPARED TO TAKE ACTION wHiLE MR. HA1G'S

MISSTON VAS CONTIHUING.

On TUESDAY THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION SUGGESTED
THAT My RT, Hon. FRIEND, THE FOREIGN
SECRETARY, SHOULD G0 TO NEw YORK TO
DISCUSS THE CRISIS WITH THE SECRETARY-

GeneraL oF THE UniTeD NATrONS,

| HAVE EXPLAINED TO THE HOUSE ALREADY THAT OUR OWN
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE HAS BEEN IN.

'COMMUNICATfON; DAILY WITH Mr. Perez DE CUELLAR.

J1E, AT ANY




My U, tioH. FRIEND THOUGHT THAT A MEETING
BETHEEN THE TWO OF THEM ¥OULD BE LIKELY

TO ASSIS{ IN ACHIEVING AN ACCEPTABLE SOLUTIGH
THEN 1 say TO THE House THAT My RT. How.
FRIEND WOULD OF COURSE 60 TO NEw YORK
STRAIGHTAWAY ,

But NEIfHER THE SECRETARY-GENERAL NOR

wy RT. Hon, FRIEND JUDGE THAT ANY USEFUL

PURPOSE WOULD BE SER\’ED; AT PRESENT,

BY SUCHA MEETING,




INTERNATICHAL COURT OF ST 1CE

ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO DOUBT ABOUT OUR SOVEREIGHTY OVER
THE FALKLAND ISLANDS, SOUTH GEORGIA, SouTH
SANDWICH OR BR1TiSH ANTARCTIC TERRITORY.,
SOME OF MY RIGHT HONOURABLE FRIENDSAHAVE SUGGESTED

THAT WE REFER THE MATTER TO THE INTERNATIONAL

CourT OF JUSTICE.

SINCE ARGENTINA DOES NOT ACCEPT THE COMPULSORY
JURISDICATION OF THE COURT, THE MATTER CANNOT
BE REFERRED FOR A BINDING DECISION WITHOUT

HER AGREEMENT.

/WE HAVE




e pAVE DEVER SRR NG G i sk
[SIAMIIS THEMSELVES FROM THAT ﬁouaf, BUT
WE HAVE RAISED THE QUESTION OF THE
DEPENDENCIES ON THREE SEPARATE OCCASIONS,
In 1947, 1949 amp 1851,

FACH TIME ARGENTINA REFUSED TO GO TO THE COURT.

In 1955, THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT APPLIED UNTLATERALLY
10 THE ICJ AGAINST ENCROACHMENTS ON BRITISH
 SOVEREIGHTY IN THE DEPEMDENCIES BY ARGENTINA.

AcaIN, THE COURT ADVISED THAT iT COULD NOT
 PURSUE THE MATTER SINCE IT COULD ONLY ACT
IF THERE WAS AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PARTIES

RECOGNISING THE COURT'S JURISDICTION,

/In 1977



In 1977 PRGENTIIA, HAVIHNG ACCEPTED THE
JURLSoicTIoN Of A COURT OF ARBITRATIC! i
THE BeAGLE CHANNEL DISPUTE wiTH CHILE,

THEN REFUSED TO ACCEPT ITS RESULTS.

[T 1S DIFFICULT TC BELIEVE IN ARGENTINA'S GOOD FAITH

WITH THAT VERY RECENT EXAMPLE IN MIND,

THERE 1S NO REASON, GIVEW THE PAST HISTORY OF THIS
QUESTION, EOR BRITAIN, WHICH HAS SOVEREIGNTY
AND IS CLAIMING NOTHING, TO MAKE THE FIRST
MOVE
IT 1S ARGENTINA THAT IS MAKING A CLAIM,
IF ‘SHE WANTED TO REFER IT TO THE INTERNATIONAL
COURT, WE SHOULD COMSIDER THE POSSIBILITY QERY

SERTOUSLY.
/BuTt



LR, OF PRST ENVEHTS 1T Wi D
BE el 0 HAVE COMFIDENCE THAT ArGENTIHA

WOULD RESPECT A JUDGHMENT SHE DID NOT LIKE.

MR SPEAKER MAY I BRIEFLY RECALL THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
THAT PRECEDED THE ARGENTINE INVASION OF THE

FALKLAND ISLANDS,

UNTIL THE END OF FEBRUARY WE WERE CONDUCTING NEGOTIATIC
WITH THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT,
OuR DELEGATION WAS ACCOMPANIED BY ;
REPRESENTATIVES FROM fHE [SLANDS COUNCILS.
THE NEGOTIATIONS TOOK PLACE IN A CONSTRUCTIVE
ATMOSPHERE, AND PRODUCED AN AGREED COMMUNIQUE
THODGH THE AﬁGENTINE'GOVERNMENT CHOSE NOT TO

PUBLISH e
/0N




On 720 ParcH, THE SoutH GECRGIA IRCIDENT BEGAH WITH

THE ILLEGAL LANDING OF ARGENTINE CIVILIANS.

" We OFFERED TO SOLVE THAT PROBLEM BY DIPLOMATIC MEANS

AND PROPOSED THAT AN EMISSARY SHOULD TRAVEL
To BuENOS AIRES TO PURSUE NEGOTIATIONS OVER

THE PROBLEM AS A MATTER OF URGENCY.

IT was CosTA MENDEZ HIMSELF WHd'ON 1 APRIL SAID THAT
THE DIPLOMATIC CHANNEL WAS NOYW CLOSED.
THAT SAME DAY, PRESIDENT REAGAN'S APPEAL
WAS REBUFFED BY THE PRESIDENT OF ARGENTINA.
YET ON FBIbAY 2 APRIL THE ARGENT:NIANS INVADED

AND THE FALKLANDS WERE OCCUPIED.

/THE FOLLOWING




"%

‘Tne FOLLAWING DAY THE SECURJTY Councit CALLLED
FOR AGENTINE W1THDRAWAL.,
SINCE THAT MANDATORY INSTRUCTION, THE
GOVERHNMEMT OF ARGENTINA HAVE MADE NO .MOVE
TO COMPLY.
ON THE CONTRARY THEY HAVE POURED IN

ADDITIONAL TROOPS AND EQUIPMENT.

MR, SPEAKER,_THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT WHERE THE

INTRANSIGENCE LIES.IN THIS MATTER.

THE KCY TO PEACE IS IN THE HANDS OF THE ARGENTINE

GOVERNMENT ,

THE RESPONSIBILITY IS THEIRS,





