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S Letter PM/82/31 dated 1 May 1982.

CDS would be grateful if you will convey to the Secretary of
State his opinion that the suggestion put forward by the Foreign
and Commonwealth Secretary at Reference A should be considered as
a purely political issue. However, the Secretary of State will
appreciate that if the Argentine Government should take heed of
our warning to curtail the operations of their aircraft carrier,
then the '25th of May' will remain a threat into the long term.
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s Following our -decinton in OD(SA) yesterday to s.uthorise
an a.tta.ck without warning on the Argentine aircratt ca.rrier
outside onr exclusion zone, I have been giving a further hcught
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,'on 28 April HMG made it clear that ‘these measures are withont

fprejudice to the right of the UK to take whatever ‘additional

ticle 51 of the UN Charter. In the light ot the

nmvnl units operating on the high sens, including the cnrrier

quote THE 25TH OF MAY unquote even if she ‘is stil] inside

the 1imits detined in this communicntion, and all Argentine
military aircraft operating in air space over the South Atlantic
will be regnrded as hostile and are 1iab1e to be denlt with
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accordingly.
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