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The speed »hy which major units sailed from the UK was

encourar"ur but passage time precluded =2ny naval surfezce action

ntil the end of AD“lL and lack of air haqes/Lrlend y countries
1n the South Atla:tlc precluded any immedizte a2ction by the
Royel Air I The-unit which could =pply pressure guickly
of course ﬁh@ S°N with a hich subnmerged speed 2nd no support
reguirenent: this enebled tae UK to declare » liaritime Zxclusion
Zone on londay 17 spril. The Argentines took note but continusd
to build up their forces by a2ir; no attempt was made to penetrate
tne Exclusion Zone witn naval forces.

Requisition of ships from the Merchesnt Fleet has gone well
and has been essential to provide continued logzistic support at
that.zreat distsnce from our base. The use of Lscension Islsnd
has been invaluable in mounting this opers tlon, and so zlso hse
the support provided by Senersmbia a2t Dakar znd Banjul, 2n1d the
use of fuelllng facilities at Freetown in Sierra Leone.

The first success of this operstion wes the recs ptu?e of
South Georfl.. A small unit with tanker sunoort wa2s deteached
fron the n2in force snd made best speed to the arez of °outh
Georgis. Spec1al force units were landed “ut the esszult was
delayec b7 appalling weether until 25 April when the Argentine
forces surrendered after only two nours. We were fortunste in
catching an Avrpentine subnmsrine on the surface near the main
harbour of GRYTVIXEN ané subsequently puttine it out of action
by ASM from ship's helicopters.

Tne main task force's progress was delayed in the latter
stages by bhad weather but nevertheless enabled us to declare =2
Total Exclusion Zone on 30 April, Thue odbject of the TEZ is to
isolate the Argentinian forces in the Islands, preventing any
further re-inforcement and eroding the morzle of the largely
iconscript Army vefore ta \1ng Furtne“ uCth to sain repossession.
The first action was an impressive bombing mission a2gzainst the

irfield at Port Stanley by a Vulcan bomber in the ear rly hours
of Saturday 1 May wita the a2im of dernying the Argcrt_nes the us
of the airfield. This mission was made vossibtle by in-flignt
refuelling with a totsl sortie time of almost 15 hours. The
Vulcan's attack wes followed up nv & davm strike of Sea Harriers
from HERMES and INVINCIBLE using 1000 1b bombs. The Harriers,
too, 2ttaciked Port Stanley aerleld and also a small airfield

a2t Derwin. DPhoto-reconnsissance of both airfields showed
considerable demage .to the runway, destruction of parked zircraoit
and bul% storace cepots. All 2ircraft returned ssafely to their
units. The Task Force Commander orcdered =2 4.5 inch gun
homterdnent of Port Stenley z#irfield by one cestroyer and two
frigezfes which proved e’fecul re althourh the snivs came under
hich burstine shore battery fire. D@?inﬁ the honmbardment the
Arlnntine Air rorce 2ttemptad an sir sttzck on the task Ioxrce
hS119 3 Canberrs honters escorted by Flimsset TTIT 5, Cne Canberze

as' chot down 3znd one oadly dqmcoed one M1rave wss destroyed

by 2 Ses Harrier and I have no douot that the aaen conwut training
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contact was prosecuted and veapons dropped but no firm result:
were observed. Sunday 2 May wes uneventful but in the early
hours of 3 Mzy, 2 successful submarine 2ttack was carried out .
. arainst the Cruiser BZLGRANO causing considershle demease. |
Later tvo patrol vessels were enpared with 4511 from Lynx
helicopters; one vessel was sunk and the cther disabled.

I nope this short summary of recent events is useful.
I expect further action shortly snd helieve that the Argentine
Navy will commit its CVA and escorts to =2n attzck on the UX
Tesk Force. I remzin concerned at the submarine threat to

the force particpvlarly EERMES ancé INVIFCIBLE. Tre weather is
bad and I ax cure will get worse but the Tasit Force morale is
high. :

im whiecn 1is
Q

I concluce by restating the Governnment's 2
to repossess the Falklard Islanés followmine thi ecal invasion
hy Argentina. To this end, we intend to vse the a amount
of force necessary znd trust that 2 combination orce 2nd
diplonatic nezotiation will lead to the withdrawzl of
Argentine forces with minimum bloodshed. Hewever, we cannot
efford to te'te risxs when the lives of our own men 2re 2t stake.
The 1,800 Falxland Islanders who are hostsces of Argentine
agpgression are cf tremendous concern to us here.
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From: Alr Commodore D C G Bbrook iuF
Principal Staff Officer to the Chief of
Aac ;, the Defence Staff

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building, Whitehall, London swiaA 2HB
Telephone (Direct Dialling) 01-218 3353
(Switchboard) o1-218 gooo
2033/1

Air Commodore J M A Parker AFC RAF

Defence Attache

Paris

c/o Foreign and Commonwealth Office

King Charles Street

London SW1 4th May 1932
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Enclosed is the letter you requested from

CDS to General Lacaze. I decided against a

signal because as you can imagine the signals

traffic leaving FOD has increased greatly over
the past 6 weeks!
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