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OPERATTON CORPORNTY = SPACTAL FO

RACKGROUND

CTF 317 has 208 SBS and SAS with the Carriecr hroup which

1.
can produce 44 patrols for reconnaissence and offensive tasks.

A further 17 SAS are with the /mphibious Group as part of an

11Q Flement and as liaison officers.

2. Ah Air Troop of 14 SAS from one of the squadrons with the
Carrier Group has been specially trained and retained in the

UK for parachute insertion into the Felklands in support of Op
CORPORATE or elsewhere. Trials are in progress on a Hercules
converted for in flight refuelling which if suaessful could be
used in support of the Air Troop by late pm 8 May. An extended
range llercules is already aveilable with a radius of action of
about 2500 miles.

59 CTF 317 requested (Annex A) that the Air Troop should join
the Task Force and be sent to the Amphibious Group at Ascension
Island. To meet the Amphibious Group sailing date the troop

must leave the UX am Thursday 6 May. This paper considers

whether this request should be supported.

AIR TROOP TO GO

4. The principle reasons for the request are to cover aftrition,
as a reserve and to provide some local flexibility. 1If the Air Troop
joins the Amphibious Group, 3 further patrols will be available to
CTF 317 to meet his requirements but not until about 18 May when
the Group reaches the Falklands. Tts specialist parachute
capability could not be used.

AIR TROOPS NOT TO GO

5. If the Air Troop was retained in the UK, flexibility of
deployment to CORPORATE (or elsewhere) using parachute insertion
would be available to meet unforeseen tasks.
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The Troop could also be parachuted to-the Carrier Group carlier
then if it moved with the Amphibious Group by using thc‘cxtended

gnge llercules or the in flight refuclled Hcrcule% if trisls are
successful. The option to parachuté SAS onto the Felkland
Islands is also available using an extended range 'ercules should
a military target of such high importance arise that we were
prepared to risk lending 14 SAS in Chile.
OTHER FFORCES
6. In addition to the Air Troop, two SAS squadrons remain at
llereford. One is dedicated to counter terrorism (Northern
Ireland, OP PULPIT and OP MINSTREL) whilst the other is available
to coveriJoint Theatre Plans such as Belize. If any part of
these squadrons is used for OP CORPORATE, the SAS could become
dangerously overstretched, leaving us with no ability to react
to the unexpected.
CONCLUSION
T Tt|is concluded that on balance greater flexibility would
be achieved if the Air Troop remained in the UX. CTF 317 should
be informed accordingly.
RECOMMENDATTON
8. It is recommended that the Chiefs of Staff:

a. Take note of this paper.

" b. Agree to the Conclusion.

Annex:
A. MGRM CDO FORCES AAA/ION 011215z MAY 82 (2 pages)
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OP SUTTON., A. 3ODJK AAA/1SY of 302000Z APR 82, FOR ACDS OPS FROM 7L DEP, 3

JUSTIFICATION OF BID FOR 24 TRCOP SAS AUD POSSTBLZ TASHS AR% AS FOLLOYS:

1. ' JUSTIFIC:TICH.
A. RESZRVEZ, CURIENT RESZRVE IS D SCUADRON SAS WHO ARS BARIARKED FOR

TICHS A7D WEOST BALANCE 1D COITND STRUCTURT I M LOTH T

SLUADRON 02,

ALSO DESIRAZIZ IF RISERVE IS FOUND FRO SAI'S SQUADRON AS TNTSZLLIGENCS
B, REINFORCEZINT. FRESH LJTELLIGEHNCE ON ARGENTINE DEPLOYH TS CONFIRY
TS TO HAVS ULTIPLIED AND TH SOIE CASES HARTE

gjols G AAA/ION

TCRAASED AUD TTSLLICENCE
IS LI¥SLY 70 DLIAND MORS ST ACCUISITION ZFFORT.

C. ATIRITION. THIS IS OVERRIDING REASON. I RSQUIRE TITSLLIGENCT FOR Y MATN FORCI
LAWDTIG COI WHAT MiY. VERY SPARSZ COVER COVBINED WITH GRUAT = STR INCR3ASES RISK OF :]
COPROISE 7D REIPLACTIENT PTLS FOR ANY LOST IS & HIGH PRICRITY.

2. TASYS. TASKTNG WILL 33 DSCINZD BY CTF 317.0 BUT POSSIBLES ARE LS FOLLOJIS. ‘#
TIT AND BATTLE CASUALTY REPLACTIZHT AS ARBOVS.

A. RESERVE, .U,ITI"‘ODC.J
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B. QUICK REACTION FORCE., A FORCE FOR EXTRACTION OF COMPRO:MISED PATROLS OR FOR =

DIVERSIONARY OPERATIONS TO FACILITATE EXFILTRATION,

C. RSECOVERY OF AIRCREW,

HARSH WEATEER AND LACK OF COVER WILL RSIUCE ENDJRLYNCE OF

DOANED ATRCREY AND 24 TROOP MAY

B5 USED TO LOCATS AND BXTRACT,

D, NGS. ADDITIONAL PATROLS COULD BE RE(UIRSD EITEIR TO DIRSCT NGS OR TO ESCORT PLOTIS

FROM 148 BATTERY R4. THIS COULD BE CONCURRENT WITH RZCCE PHASE

3. CONCURRENT ACTIVITY. THS NEZD FOR INTELLIGSNCS IS PARANOUNT AND EFFORTS TO GATLN IT

MUST CONTINUZ DZSPITE OTHER CONCURRENT TASYS,

DIVERSICHS KD PLANNED OFFZNSIVE

OPERATIONS FAY ALSO WELL BZCOME NECESSARY DURING THIS PHASE,

24 TP WOULD I}PROVE MY

FLEXTBILITY T0 RZACT TO THE SITUATION WITHOUT D2GREADING INTELLIGENCE ACQUISITION.

e

Referz to claseifiod message

yes m . no D Message Instructions ;

Drafter short title . Tel. No
MGRM OPS - 559
Releaser short title i MDI*

MGrRM
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