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TO IMMEDIATE FCO
TELNO €9 OF 5 MAY

FOR CONSULAR DEPARTMENT
EVACUATION OF BRITISH COMMUKITY

1, FOR REASONS ALREADY KNOWN TO YOU WE DID NOT COMPLETE A
REVISED CONTIMGENCY PLAN BEFORE THE FALKLANS CRISIS BROKE, FROM
THE BEGINNING OF THE CRISIS BRITISH CITIZENS HAVE BEEN

LEAVING ARGENTINA IH A STEADY FLOW AND PROBABLY |N FAIRLY LARGE
NUMBERS. WE BELIEVE THOSE REMAINING DIViDE ROUGHLY INTO THREE
GROUPSs THOSE IN THE PROCESS OF LEAVING, THOSE STILL WAVERING,
AND THOUSE WHO HAVE DUG IN.

2, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO WAY OF ESTIMATING THE SIZE OF THE REMAINING
COMMUNITY (ONLY 1,314 OF WHICH 572 ARGENTINE BORN HAVE RESPOMDED
TU OUR RE~-REGISTRATION CALL SINCE 19 APRIL AND THE FLOW HAS
DY/INDLED TO A TRICKLE IN SPITE OF THE INCREASED HOSTILITIES OF

THE LAST THREE DAYS) WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO PREDICT THE CIRCUM=
STANCES WHICH MIGHT PROVOKE A DEMAND FOR MASS EVACUATION, AND TO
DECIDE WHAT OUR RESPONSE COULD SENSIBLY BE.

3. AT PRESENT A PERSON SPEAKING ENGLISH IN PUBLIC MAY PROVOKE
SOME ADVERSE REACTION BUT, SO FAR, NON=~VIOLENT. THERE HAVE REEN
INSTANCES OF ENGLISH-SPEAKING FAMILIES COLD-SHOULDERED BY THEIR
HE | GHBOURS, SCHOOL CHILDREN TAUNTED FOR THEIR ENGL)SHNESS:

AND, MORE FRIGHTENING, ANONYMOUS THREATENING TELEPHONE CALLS TO
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS, THESE ARE SHAKING QUT THE NERVOUS AND EN-
COURAGING THEM TO LEAVE, SOME DEMAND FOR EVACUATICN CCULD GROW

IF W IDESPREAD VICTIMISATION OF BRITISH RESIDENTS ERUPTED AND

SUCH AN EVENTUALITY SHOULD WOT BE RULED OUT IF LAW AND ORDER

VERE TO BREAK DOWN. EUT WE SERJOUSLY DOUET WHETHER WE SHALL NEED
TO MCUNT A CLASSIC EVACUATION OPERATION FROM HERE BECAUSE THE
YAST MAJORITY OF THE BRITISH CITIZENS HOW REMAINING APPEAR DETER-
MINED TO STAY. RATHER WE SEE OUR ROLE AS ONE OF PROVIDING FINAN-
CIAL ARD PASSPORT FACILITIES TO ENABLE OUR CITIZENS TC MAKE THEIR
WAY TO URUGUAY EY COMMERCIAL AND FRIVATE TRANSPORT. WE SHOULD BE
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THE S¥ISS SY HAS ALWAYS TAKEN THE VIEW THAT NOTHIMG SHOULD BE
OVERDRAMAT THIS OPINION WAS ALSO MADE KNOWN TO OUR BRITISH
COLLEAGUES, WHO HAVE UNDERSTOOD, SHARED I|T TO A LARGE EXTENT AND
TAKEN IT [N RELATION TO THE BRITISH PRESS, AT THE MOMENT ONE CANNOT
SPEAK OF A WAVE OF HATRED OR ANTI-BRITISH FEELING AS HAS BEEN
APPARENT [N ANALAGGUS CIRSUMSTANCES IN OTHER COUNTRIES TOWARDS

THE PROTECTED POWER IN PARTICULAR AND THE VWEST IN GENZRAL. THERE
ARE ALWAYS EXTREMISTS BUT IT IS TO BE HOPED THAT THE

SITUATION WiLL CONTINUE TC REMAIN UNDER CONTROL,
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