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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER TO ME FROM COLLINS DELIVERED BY

IRISH EMBASSY ON T MAY:
QUOTE. L
MY DEAR FOREIGN SECRETARY

1o IN THE VIEW OF THE IRISH GOVERNMENT, THE IMPOSITION BY THE
COMMUNITY OF SANCTIONS ON ARGENTINA WAS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE AN
ELEMENT OF ECONOMIC PRESSURE WHICH, IN COMBINATION WITH A
%ﬁLANCED APPLICATION OF POLITICAL AND MILITARY PRESSURE, WOULD
SERVE THE PURPOSE OF INDUCING ARGENTINA TO ABIDE BY THE TERMS OF
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 502 AND THUS MAKE A PEACEFUL
POLITICAL AND DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION OF THE ANGLO-ARGENTINE DISPUTE

POSSIBLE.
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2. THE ACTUAL USE OF MILITARY FORCE IN THE AFTERMATH OF
MR HAIG'S MEDIATION EFFORTS HAD UNFORTUNATELY UPSET THAT BALANCE

AND INCREASED THE RISK OF A WIDER CONFLICT.

IN THIS SITUATION,

THE CONTINUATION OF SANCTIONS BY THE COMMUNITY WAS BOUND TO BE
REPRESENTED AND PERCEIVED AS SUPPORTING AND REINFORCING A SOLUTION
THROUGH PREDOMINANTLY MILITARY MEANS. IT IS FOR THIS REASON' THAT

_ IRELAND CONSIDERED THAT THE CONTINUED APPLICATION OF SANCTIONS BY
THE COMMUNITY WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE IN THE PREVAILING

CIRCUMSTANCES.

3. YOU WILL BE AWARE THAT IN THEIR STATEMENT OF 4 MAY THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT ALSO INDICATED THAT IRELAND INTENDED TO SEEK A MEETING
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. THE PURPOSE OF SEEKING TO ACTIVATE THE
SECURITY COUNCIL WAS TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT EVERY.DIPLOMATICH

MEANS WAS NOT ONLY EXPLORED BUT FULLY EXPLOITED.

WE BELIEVE THAT

' THE APPROACH OF THE COMMUNITY AND ITS MEMBER STATES TO THE
FALKLANDS CRISIS WILL BE BETTER APPRECIATED IF, AT THE SAME TIME,
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THE UN IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE SEARCH FOR A DIPLOMATIC
SOLUTION.

4, YOU WILL BE AWARE THATIN INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS IN THE
SECURITY COUNCIL THE IRISH DELEGATION MADE IT PLAIN THAT OUR
EFFORTS'ARE AIMED AT COMPLEMENTING THOSE OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL: ~MAY T 'SAY THAT WE WERE HAPPY TO LEARN OF THE POSITIVE
AND CONSTRUCTIVE.RESPONSE BY ARGENTINA AND BRITAIN TO THE UN
SECRETARY GENERAL'S EFFORTS TO CREATE A CREDIBLE DIPLOMATIC
FRAMEWORK FOR NEGOTIATIONS. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND I BELIEVE
IT IS RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD REVIEW THE OUESTION OF COMMUNITY
SANCTIONS AT OUR INFORMAL MEETING IN VILLERS-LE-TEMPLE

TOMORROW. I SHALL BE GLAD TO EXPLAIN MORE FULLY THE REASONS FOR
THE IRISH POSITION ON THE CONTINUATION OF SANCTIONS. IN ANY
EVENT, I'M SURE YOU WILL AGREE, THE TEN AS A WHOLE SHOULD AVAIL
OF THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONSIDER AT THIS STAGE WHETHER AND IN
WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES A COMMUNITY DECISION TO MAINTAIN OR TO

PRENEW THE SANCTIONS MAY OR MAY NOT BE APPROPRIATE: YOU MAY TAKE
IT THAT WE WILL GIVE DUE WEIGHT TO THE PRINCIPLE OF COMMUNITY
SOLIDARITY. ’

YOURS VERY SINCERELY c

GERARD COLLINS

FOREIGN MINISTER
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