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1L, Mr Whitmore telephoned this afternoon to give the following

account of the Prime Minister s conversation today with Signor
Colombo. Mr Whitmore said he understood that Mr Haig would be
seeing Colombo immediately he had seen the Secretary of State
and he asked that the Secretary of State should see the record
of the Prime Minister’s conversation with Colombo before his
meeting with Mr Haig, since he might wish to use Mr Haig as a
channel of communication with Colombo.

2. Mr Whitmore said that Colombo had said that he saw the
full significance of the Prime Minister’s arguments for the
renewal of sanctions. He made play of Italian support for
Britain so far, but went on to warn the Prime Minister that this
had given rise to opposition not only within the Italian
opposition but within the Government as well. He mentioned the
""millions” " of people of Italian origin in Argentina who were
influencing Italian opinion and through that influencing the
Government .

3 Colombo had to say with great regret that if he were to
say yes to the continuation of sanctions against Argentina,

it would risk a Government crisis in Italy. This conclusion
followed a long discussion he had had yesterday with Spadolini.
He said that there was much goodwill towards Britain within the
Italian Government but also great pressure on it. He did not
know if the matter could be resolved ““today or tomorrow” ”.

4. Colombo undertook to speak to Spadolini and to relate
the Prime Minister”s arguments to him in full. But he could
not guarantee success.

555 The Prime Minister went through the arguments again

with Colombo. She said she had tried to speak to Spadolini

today but had failed. Colombo said he himself had failed to

get in touch with Spadolini earlier in the day because he

was travelling (Mr Whitmore commented that it was therefore
unclear how Colombo would succeed in putting the Prime Minister-’s
arguments in full to Spadolini immediately, as he had promised).

6 Colombo asked the Prime Minister about progress in the
negotiations in New York and when they were likely to be
concluded. The Prime Minister said she had had a three and a
half hour meeting this morning with Sir Antony Parsons. He
would be going back to New York with instructions ~“to go on
trying very hard for a settlement” . It was clear that this
week was critical for the negotiations. " If a settlement is
possible at all we ought to be able to get it very soon””.
There would need to be a great effort to get a settlement
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this week. The Prime Minister said she hoped this would help
Colombo in his conversation with Spadolini.

s Colombo said he would get in touch with the Secretary
of State as soon as he could in Luxembourg.

ok Mr Whitmore added that the Prime Minister had decided
not to speak to Mr Haughey.

16 May 1982
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TELEPHONE CALL - PRIME MINISTER/SR COLOMBO, 16 MAY

i e Mark Pellew, who acted as interpreter for the Prime
Minister, telephoned at 1450 hours to give us the gist of
the substance of the call.

2 Sr Colombo said that the Italian Cabinet had discussed
the question of extending sanctions at length on 15 May .
Regretfully they had decided against renewal. It was now
a political issue in Italy - the Government were under
immense pressure from Opposition Parties and a decision to
renew could lead to a major Government crisis. There

were literally 'millions of Argentines' of Italian descent
who had been active in lobbying support for the Argentine
cause in Italian political parties.

3. Personally, Sr Colombo expressed his support for our
position and said that he would do his best to change the
Cabinet's decision. To that end, he would attempt to
contact Sr Spadolini during the course of today.
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