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remain a }Pv factor in sustaining
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Provision of a suitable
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fixed wing deck space in ILLUSTRIOUS is under investigation.

b, We recommend that the Chiefs of Staff take note of the options

detailed at Appendices A and B and
to keep them under review.
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A. Military Options - Operation
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MILITARY OPTIONS — OPERATION CORPORAT

ta

Al Options in ascending order of polifico — military impact
are set ouft below:

| At Appendix 1 - Options in Hand or Superseded:

'Option ]

2
3z

(o)}

Psychological Operations
Total Exclusion Zone
Harassment operations against the‘Argenbine
Garrison by Air and Sea attacks

Extension of operations against the Argentine
qarrison by Special Forces or Commando raids

Unrestricted attacks against Argentine naval -l L S
units or militarj aiécraft more than 12 nm fﬁégfii::.
the Argentine coast : I » o
Landing with limited aim of establishir
military presence on part of the !
without attempting to evict Arg
Landing with aim of ﬁaiivéﬁa %
of the Falkland isl

Landing Southern A



. II 13: Attack selected Argentine mainland targets
=

tary cooperation with Chile
si

14:  Increase
bility of formal military alliance)

d mili
(including pos

Appendices:

L Options in Hand or Superseded.
2. Future Options. “
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OPTION 1

OPTION - Psychological Operations.

FORCES REQUIRED/AVAILABLE — Special.

TIMING - In effect now.

PROS CONS

Political: Pollticals

Low cost. Might call info questi@ﬂ

UK integrity.
Counter to false Argentine PR

claims May require further

manipulation with risl
further strained re

Military: < . Military:

Confuses enemy's Commahd and * ° Effectivenes
weakens morale.




R AL

L OPTION - Total Exclusion Zone.

| 2 FORCES REQUIRED/AVAILABLE - Task Force as deployed,
| Vulcans and MPA.

TIMING - In effect




1. OPTION - Harassment Operations agail

by Air and Sea Attacks

Military:

Neutralisation of Stanley Airfield
has an enhanced impact on the TEZ
to deny effective aerial resupply.
Selective attacks to weaken the
Garrison capability and resolve.
Discriminate attacks on military
positions eg Airfields/Airstrips,
'Radar/POL/ammunition sites to
reduce Argentine capability.

CONS

Political:

Some risk of civilian c
and damage to infrastructure
:"} g = N



ons

TIMING - In effect now.

BEROS

Polifical:
Successful attacks on high value
targets are essential part of
repossessing the -islands.

Reduces risk to popu]atlon from
general combat

Military:

Scale and nature of attacks can
be graduated and controlled to
achieve disproportionate and
accumulative ef fect.

Confusing command and eroding thﬁ A
will to defend.

$8S/Commando

populaticn.

Islands.

azainst Argentine garrison by

Zal

forces.

Political: 3
The destructlon of tar/” : :
could cause harﬁsh*p ta'

Could lead to ri
civil population




e N

CPTION 5
1% OPTION - Unrestricted atbtacks
or miiit ary elrcraft more than

2. FORCES REQUI

3. TIMING - Now in operation wi

PROS

e Politicale

Potential for clear and early
success if enemy presents targets.

Sinkings might bring Argentine to
negotiate more seriously. 3

Demoralising to Argentine public
opinion and garrison. -

Military:

Sinkings, particularly Argentinian
CVA and SSK, will ease maintenance
of TEZ and support of land forces

ashore.

Lessens subsequent risk to UK
assets.

Smaller UK garriison cf”FI might b

ainst Apgentine Hayainy
12.nm from the Argentine

ea and Air forces deployed.

th 1190593 constraints.

Jnits

&
COaAs Gy

CONS

Political:

High visibility of success .-
could engender strong 24S/Werid
reaction agzainst UK; coald
alienate our frinnds and

engender increasing politi
pressures at home.

Spread of conflict ar:
arouse adverse internat
reaction.

Possible reprisals

against UX ¢ v‘ is
mainland. d

Military:



Force as presen,lj constit

Eoldibiealils

Negotiation might be possible
free from the strong emotions
wuich might be generated by more
direct confrontation.

Might help. to secure nmutual
withdrawal.

Civilian casualties and damage
could be kept to minimum.

Maintains political initiative
consistent with minimum use of
force.

Military:

Control of part of Falklands
could be established. -

"Might be possible to establish
base ashore-for Harrier/support
helicopter operations which
would reduce the pressure on

embarked air assets. AR

Feasibilitx;' (¢1) = in
o periad and

hout attemptingz

Amphibious Landing

Could lesad to long Eerm
operations and stalemate.
Military: -

Danger of -a prolcnged campaign
with additional need to defend
fleet and landing force
air attack.

Limited military :

many of the risks as
full repossession.
support effort -



2. FORCES R

Force as presently constitute

31 May/1l June.
| =B TIMING - In effect now.
PROS
Roldtieal:

Direct and unambiguous
demonstration of HMG's resolve.

Climate could be created for
negotiated settlement.

Military:

Concentration of force would put
early and maximum pressure on
Argentine garrison.

Possibility of evicting
Argentines militarily.

Most direct means of attempting

to restore British control.

Feasibility: (1) - Not feasibl

Harrier and helicopter
success increased if
d ¥

sk Force and Amphibious Landing
with addition of 5 Bde &p from

cous
Politiean:
International (and domestic)

support could be undermined if )_) i
casualties are heavy. - :

Military stalemate could ensue.

Military:

Achievement of obj




Political:

‘Severe blow for junta.
Might provide bargaining
counter for withdrawal of
Argentine forces from
Falkland Islands.

Would be pesitive measure of
HMG resolve.

Military:

Demonstrates capability to
extend conflict.

Military:.

(Tierra del Piezoll

and Amnphibieus

forces to Option 7.

Ccons

Political:

Severe repercussions internationally
and domestically.

Legltimacy under Arficle 51 %
of UN Charter would Be &halieﬁgéﬁ

Any Chilean involvement would
widen scope of confliet.

Likely to increase Avggnti
resistance. e

Very high risk




i TIMING - From now.

Political:

Might have some relevance to UK

stake in Antarctica.

Remove from Argentina a useful
bargaining point in the event of
diplomatic solution.
Commensurate with maintaining

diplomatic and military pressure
on Argentina.

Military:

Small scale operation.

Political: b s Al
Looks like a soft option.
Exerts virtually no press

Argentina to withdraw troc
Falkland Isliands.

o > !
)'..l?.‘tl‘_ -

Military:

Diverts forces from
priority Gases.

Supportive of othe
a decisive S

Virtually
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1 s

Obviates risk of
casualties among

Minimises rlsk of potential action
against neutral shipping and
aircraft.

Might in time be suffieient to
create favourable climate for

negotiated withdrawal.

Clearly related to self defence. forces may

Prevent Argentine reoccupation or

reinforcement by sea. Risk of key loss, eg. to dn
; aircraft carrier, major
Military: troopship, or RFA which could

severely impede our aim.
Isolation of Argentine Forces on
Falkland Islands would erode will
and capacity to counter subsequent
landing.

Attrition could be imposed on
Argentine naval and air forces
(provided that they present
targets to our forces).

Feasibility: This op

stalemate on land or
successful retaking
the alr EZ cannot b:

>d In the event of a midicary
ce to admit defeat followins

our own forces. However

olonged pericd without the

€OS S27(5)




OPTION 10 (Continued)
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‘Feasibility: At detriment

at LlLO"u Ha
unless ONYX di
has now succe
assessment

Political:

Likely to lead to severe.
disruption of trade.

made available for mini Z
results and high riak carrngﬁ
option.

‘bo othe;*

land Argentine ports.

dnrﬂulns, Yulean,

for 2 lcads) prepazed
time on= monta frem UX

r timing. ‘- Hercules

imi dzpendent on

in the tvigis. =¥

CONS

Political: e

Difficult to present 1

allenate internatio
undermine domes tia

Military:

Would entail g:
naval capab:




Political: ; Poligicals
Increases economic Increased motive feor Soviet
pressure. involvement because of { SR
. disruption to grain supplies. =
Some port closures might 7 3 £ 1
. be achieved for a limited Difficult to presemt = i -
period. - internationally; likely to
1 generate international
Military: resentment. e
Could reduce the , Slow to achieve real e
effectiveness of the b 5 -
Argentine Navy. Militarx:' v g
' Scuttle ships onl
! in narrow ehanne
dlfficult to )

Feasibddity: Partial bloﬁkade 15
to other tasks; might be 1
retire into mainland harb




G L

Military:

Surprise might be achieved.
Bombing of airfields wonuld
reduce effectiveness of
Argentine air foree.

Special forces operations
could be carefully controlled.

Could reduce effectiveness
of Argentine Navy.

UK ability to strike from long
range will have an impact on
sense of domestic security
within Argentina. Likely to
tie down air defence remote
from area of conflict.

-on military faeilitiss not

Severe repercussiorns

internationally for the
bombing crtion. However
for special forces cption, S
depending on the collateral ke
damage and casualfies, ' Ehe b
repercussions could be less.

6—-‘&7’.

Difficult to justify atbac
operating in suppeort
Argentine effort.

Legitimacy might
in context of Articl
UN charter. LF



€] 1t generate active
mildt upporiz for Argentiﬁe.
3ritish forces could be
greatly outnumbered.

High risks to cur own forces
are involved. -

bombing raids would be limited
aAR. ”
uld be a. key element of success.
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