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U On 7 Iay, OD(SA) agreed that any Argentine warship or military
aircraft found more than 12 nautical miles (iili) from the Argentine
coast would be regarded as hostile and dealt with accordingly. &
public announcement and a formal notification to the Argentine

Government were made that day.

28 The restriction upon attacks within 12 NM from the Argentine coast
vas self-imposed. Since then, there has been a considerable change

in both political and military circumstances. Negotiations are no
longer taking place. The military conflict has escalated dramati-

Y cally / And the Arg entines have not imposed any parallel restrictions
upon their own freedom of action. On the contrary, they continue
to occupy much of the Falkland Islands, and are attacking British
forces within the Falkland Islanés (ie. British) territorial waters

Two of the warships were sunk there.

56 The Chiefs of Staff believe tiat the time has come to remove

the sanctuary which we have allowed up to now for Argentine forces
within 12 §M of their own coast. To do so may not only provice a

number of important military targets, but also inhibit Argentine

forces from leaving their mainland bases for Tear of increasing the
vulnerability of the Argentine navy to sea or air attack, thereby
reducing the resources available for offensive operations against us

in the Falklands arca or elsewvhere.

[ 4, The attacks which the Argentines continue to mount on our ovm
naval and merchant shipping justify full avthority for the Task Force
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55 Tt is necessary to continue to observe the limits upon the
Task Force's action which have been notified to the Chilean Governz
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*with four of our warships having been sunk.




t'@Pr2231ian, Chilean and Uruguayn coast should also remain in

force. The precise geographical linmits, and the terms of any
further warning to the Argentines, need to be considered further
in consultation with the Foreign and Commonwecalth Office.

6. OD(SA) is recommended to authorise OpC;athnu Dy theavaiyauy11161:e<
Force against a]l p051t1vc1y identified Artenblnn/uhnns, submarines, /
idéntified e

or allcrafg/per;orrlnr a military function within 12 NI of the
Argentine coast, subject to precise geographical limits and the
ternms of any warning being agreed by the Ministry of Defence with
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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