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Reference: D/Air(PE)Gen 21/1/22 (279/82) dated
26 May 1982 (not to all)

1. Thank you for your minute at reference. I ]
now need to submit a draft reply to Mr Gillmore's
letter of 20 May to AUS(D Staff) (copy attached
for non-recipients) and should be grateful for
your comments on the attached drafifs

2. There are two aspects in particular on which

I should welcome your advice. The first conceﬂﬁs
the reference in the Capetown telegrams to the
approach having been made "through Service
It would be useful to know whether British
Aerospace first raised the matter
African Defence Attaché eithez in I
Gapetown+ 1if so, I think this would
reference. Secondly, I should be
your confirmation that, so far as
no further approaches of this

If so, we will be able to &o
of the attached draft.
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Service channels. It would be helpful to have
any comments or clearance by close of play

Thursday 27 May.
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26 May 1982 P M W FRANCIS
DS11

MB 9346 7446




CONFIDENTIAL

DRAFT LETTER FROM AUS(D STAFF) TO MR GILLMORE, FCO

SOUTH AFRICA/ARGENTINA

1. Thank you for your letter of 20 May - istoe
was somewhat surprised to see the suggestion

in Capetown telno 326 of 11 May that a request
had been made to the South Africans "through
Service channels" for certain items of equipment.
As we have informed the South African Department,

there have been no approaches of this kind
by the Ministry of Defence.

2. We think the South Africans may have been
referring to a purely commercial enquiry by
British Aerospace which, at an earlier stage of
the crisis, approached the South Africans over
the possible supply of aircraft drop-tanks.

The approach was entirely private and was in no
sense prompted by the Ministry of Defence.

far as I am aware, there have been no fu:
approaches by British Aerospaea nor
any immediate intention to pnrsue the
RAF Buccaneer aircraft do use a &
is similar to the South Afmm
smaller, but there is no




now taken steps to ensure that this is
recognised by all concerned in the Ministry
of Defence. We shall, of course, continue
to keep you informed of any further

developments.
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