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OPERATION CORPORATE — REPATRIATION OF BODIES

1. At the 10/82 Meeting of the DOE, ACDS(P&L) was tasked
with reporting on the policy for the burial of those killed in
OP CORPORATE and further, to consider how best to present this
policy to the public.

25 Attached is a draft note. Your cohments, preferably in

the form of proposed amendments, would be appreciated by 1600
hours Wednesday %l June 1982. .
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ATTACHMENT TO

VCDS(P&L) 1/14/3

REPATRIATION OF BODIES
(Note by ACDS(P&L)

BACKGROUND

1. The 2 PARA operations in the GOOSE GREEN/DARWIN area
resulted in 17 British killed/died of wounds and about 250
Argentines killed.

e A pool despatch by Robert Fox of BBC referred somewhat
emotively to a Mass Grave burial on a hill above San Carlos (1)
and in the despatch there was a reported comment from the RSM
as follows:

"The lads want the dead to go home. It's tradition.
People will want to visit the graves for the Marines as
well as the Paras. The nation was quick enough getting
us out here, it has a duty to get the dead home".

It is not known whether or not the RSM actually said these words.
3. Possibly as a result of the ensuing media interest in
the subject, CTG 317.1 asked MOD (2) for the long-term planned

intentions on burial procedures. A holding reply (3) has
been signalled.

CURRENT POLICY

4. The policy agreed for OPERATION CORPORATE and promulgated
to the Task Force Commander (4) is:

a. Death South of Gibraltar: no repatriation of body,
burial at sea or on land at Task Force Commanders
discretion.

b. Death North of Gibraltar: repatriation of body at
Commanding Officers discretion.

This policy was notified to S of S (5).
By The policy has so far been implemented and a number of

burials have taken place at sea, in addition to those on land
at Goose Green.

Notes: (Attached).

1. PR3 CDOBDERM 302245Z May 1982,

2. CTG 317.1 19F/WBL/WCL 310020Z May 1982.

3. MODUK 19F/WBL/WCL 311345Z May 1982.

4. MOUK AAA/19F/W5C/W5B 301145Z April 1982.

5% D/US of S(AF) JW/55/5/7 dated 30 April 1982,
i
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ACTION TO BE TAKEN WITH REGARD TO TEMPORARY BURIALS

: 6. While military operations are taking place, it is evident

that emergency war burials must continue. It would, however,
ease the task of those detailed to carry out any future
reburials, or the repatriation of bodies, if the long-term
policy on land burial for OPERATION CORPORATE were determined
now and suitable short-term measures enacted where necessary.
It would appear that there are three options for long-term
land burial procedures.

a. Permanent burial in the civil cemetery in Stanley.

b. Provision of a specific Service cemetery at Stanley
or elsewhere in the Falklands.

@ Repatriation of all bodies, or of those requested
by the NOK. ;

7. OPTION A. The present method of temporary burials was
planned with the ultimate view of permanent burial taking

place in the civil cemetery in Port Stanley, where there are
already some Service graves. Such a measure is commensurate
wlth the past practice of burying the dead from military
engagements in the nearest formal Christian graveyard. The
graves would become the responsibility of the PSA. (NB the War
Grave Commission only care for the graves of those killed in
WWI and WWII, although they will agree to be responsible for
others subject to satisfactory payment arrangements).

8. OPTION B. While the creation of a special Services
cemetery in Stanley or elsewhere is unlikely to cause any
practical difficulties, 1t is felt that 1t could only be
Justified if the number of dead exceeded the number of plots
available in the civil cemetery. Such a decision must await
future events, although the Argentine deaths alone would
probably Jjustify a military cemetery.

9. OPTION C. The repatriation of all or some British bodies
from the FI would be an emotive subject which could well

raise further problems if adopted. When considering this
option the following points should be born in mind.

a. Bodies which are buried in temporary graves will
not have been embalmed. Repatriation over the distances
involved may not be practicable.

be Aircraft are not a suitable means of transport for
this purpose as they cannot be refrigerated and the
bodies would therefore have to be transported in lead-
lined coffins.

C. Specialy refrigerated ships will not be available
for such a task until after hostilities have ceased.
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d. Repatriation could cause distress and even intense
ill-feeling in those families whose NOK was buried at
sea or declared missing.

e. Repatriation could cause an unwanted precedent for
future military operations, or, a demand for the
repatriation of Argentine dead buried on the Falklands.

CONCLUSION

10. The subject of repatriation of the dead has caused
emotive outbursts in the media which will only get worse if
left unanswered. While the natural reaction of NOK is likely
to be in favour of repatriation, the practical difficulties
of this task are large and distress could be caused to those
for whom repatriation is not possible. It is therefore
concluded that reburial of land casualties in the civil
cemetery in Stanley remains the best option, with the creation
of a special Services cemetery being kept in reserve. The
media and those NOK who enquire should be informed at the
earliest opportunity that repatriation of the dead will not
take place. NLC's guidance to public relations (6) should be
drawn on as necessary.

RECOMMENDATION

11. It is recommended that the cﬁrrent policy of burial at
sea or on land with no repatriation of bodies be upheld.

Note: (Attached).
6% D/NLC/19/1/2 dated 5 May 1982.
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