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.PHIME MINISTER

Michael Ivens sent me the attached letter
from Chapman Pincher. It is self-

explanatory, and I am therefore passing it
to you without further comment. A
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Dear Michael,

Thank you very much for your Yorick piece and for
all your marvellous support over so many years, 1 think there is
no doubt that 1 am winning this one, I enclase a2 Times article in
case you missed it. Also a Mail piece about missing documents,
Neither has yet produced any response in Parliament so the conspiracy
of silence continues. You may have noticed, however, that a young
man who calls himself Nigel West ( real name Rupert Allason) is
pushing pieces knocking the Hollis suspicions., He is being put up to
this by Sir Martin Furniwval Jﬂﬂesf the D.G. of MI5 who succeceded
Hollis and was recommended by him and, 1 suspect, by S5ir Dick White
who recommended Hollis for the top job, So both have a huge
professional interest in keeping the lid on the case and main-
taining the fiction that Hollis was cleared,

You will see that I have avoided blaming Margaret for
misleading theé House. She read from a brief prepared by others who
concocted it, I suggest that if you write anything further in
Yorick you should underline this. You might also suggest that, in
her own interests, Mrs T should get a first-hand account of the
Hollis Affair from one or more of the men who did the investigations,
There is one who would be only too happy to do this and I know that
Jonathan Aitken has written to her suggesting this but, no doubt,
the Cabinet Office has objected and given her the wrong advice. As
I say in The Times she has been pushed out on to a dangerous limb

from which she could be sawn off any day. 1 think my discovery that
the White Commonwealth and the Americans were warned as late as

May 1974 that Hollis might have been a spy has half sawn through the
limb, She should take steps to ease back off it. Perhaps you can

encourage her to do so,.
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All best wishes to you ana your excellent starff

Yours ever .
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spent a lifetime inves-
tigating Spies and
| Spycraft there ig VEry
Lttle that astomishes
me any more, - .
"Yet  even my eyes
blinked when I heard the,
Prime Minister admit in
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was miisled

In March this vear 1the Prime
Mimster confirmed i Parlia-
ment that Sir Ropger liollis,
the former Director-General
of MIS, had been deeply
\I.l‘-.[-EE.ll.!'d of being a Russian

v hut had bepn |;|1‘~Ln vl hiwe
lnu sepurate inguires. Tlos
LiICArance was so af v lJI.IIILlE'
with the e¢vidence of those
who had investigated him
over seven years that I have
spent the intervening eizht
months irying 10 discover
who had been misled. Was it
myself through the evidence

fd-mﬁl. Hollis which 1 dis-
i my l'*r ’L Theer
Trade 15 T ool 'l:l'. was it

Mrs Thatcher l.hrnu::h the
statement prepared for her
{by Cabinet office and Home
Office officials, with assist-
ance from MI15), in direct
response to my book? I am
now in no doubt that it was
the Prime Minister who was
misled

The first alleged clearance
resulted from an  internal
inquiry by MI5 (the Security
Service) with aszistance from
current and past officials of
MI6 (the Secret Intelligence
Setvice). MIS chiefs led by
Sir Martin Furnival Jones, a
ealicitor, decided o close the
case against Hollis with a
judgment that, thnough his
nnocence could not  be
roved, there was no evi-
dence which could have
incriminated him in a British
court of law. He was,
therefore,  judeed to  be
cleared of suspicion.

This secret decizsion, which
was not promulgated to those
investigating olficers who
had produced the evidence,
was taken in 1972. Yet I have
now established that in May
1974 an oflicial warning that
Hollis mizhkt have been a
Sovicl 220] the vwhale ol
his 27 years i Lil5 was given
o security chiefs of the
United States, Canada, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand so
that they could take remedial
action, even at that late stege,

---
1 3181

arainst any danage which he
might kave infli ted on them
It was consicdered neces-
sary because Hollis had been
deeply involved in setting up
L[!llI.HtLi' l"_‘“':j'I'!IL':lrId | = ﬂfﬂﬂnl?d'
Canasda Apetralia
and New Zealun:d, and he had
had close links with the CIA
and FEBI. No Y hitehall offi-
cial or politiciin was told
about this warning but the
Solicitor General of Canada,
Mr Robert Kaplan, has re-
cently confirmed that C1na~
dian security received it *
the mid-1970s"" and took w hat
remedial actor it eov!, an
admission which has embar-
rassed Whitehall.

A few weeks alter the
warning Mr  Stephen  de
Mowbray, one of the nfncers
involved in the Hollis inquir-
ies, was so incensed with
what had occurred inside MIS
that he went to see the Prime
Minister, then Harold Wil-
son. Instead he saw  the
Cabinet Seccretary, Sir John
Hunt (now Lord Hunmt of
Tanworth), who was _ so
impressed by his allegations

1|r e |11

that he n.cunmcn ced a
further mquny {; Lord
Trend,

?ru: ECes50T.
".'r""-'{sn cnnr:u:rrr*l

Lord Trend did no more
than review the previous
internal inquiry, interviewing
witnesses and cxamining old
files. People who have read
his secret report confirm that
no effort was made 10 secure
any new cvidence, though 1
helieve that  crucial new
information might be avail-
able if the Government
wished to obtain it. Lord
Trend consulted former MIS
and MI16 chiefs who had hecen
party to the original *“‘clear-
ance"™ and was impressed by
their view thai if Follis had
been a spy {for 2 long there
would have k. cn clinching
cvidence from o defector or
some other sou:ce.

In fact one reliable defec-
tor, Igpor Grizenko, had
reported in 195 that Sovicl

military intellipence had a
spy inside MI5 in England for
whom Hollis is a near perfect
fit. A would-be - defector
called '%"ﬂ!km' had also told of

a 5py in what now SCEMmMSs o
|'|1'|ﬂ ‘l-'-il-Il H‘ll'-\. fl nuﬂl-. '|.-u.

information was at  first
interpreted as applying to
Philby, who was in MI6.

Mrs Thatcher's statement
which revealed that Lu:.rci
Trend had agreed with the
original clearance, has been
analysed by some  of *the
former investigating officers.
They have found at least six
areas where it is grossly al
variance with the facts as!
they knew them. The state-
ment was worded to give the
impression (hat all the events
1 Jq:h::rlbc'-tl in my book were
very old when in fact Hollis

was mnot interrogated until
1970 and was still being
investipated in 1975,  two

years after his death.

It indicated that the inguir-
ies leading to the suspicion
of Hollis arose from routine
investipations alter the defec-
tion of Burgess and Maclean
in 1951. In fact they were
undertaken because so many

MI5 up{*ratmna in the 1950s
il.'l-lud I:-E:I; WETNL &5 Sai rl'- |1]||
wrong that they could be

explained only if there was a
high-level spy stll m thr:
Organization. ’
- The statement curripﬂunﬂtd
this misleading suggestion by
saying that the case apainst
Hollis was based on “certain
leads that sugpested, but did
not prove, that there had
been a Russian Intelligence
service agent at relativel

senior  level in Britis

counter-intelligence in the
last uecars of the war {(my
italics)™.

This innuendo that the
only leads puinting to Hollis
dated from 1945 and before is
so opposed 1o the evidence
that 1 wrote 10 Lord Trend. [
knew that he had examined
leads which had arisen in the

19605 and his reply indicawes
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' the MIS5 mole controversy -
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that he iz not wrepared fo be
associated with the restric-
tion of them 1o “rthe last
years of the war',

Mrs Thatcher also told
Parliament that “each of the

leads pointing to Holljs could .

also be taken as
Fhiiby or Blung®,
MI3 In-1946 and Philby lefi
MIE in 1951, So this was
clearly an auwempt by the
officials who prepared the
speech .to lumber Bluntg and
Philby  with " penetrations
achieved by the KGB long
after they had ceased 1o have
access to secret information,

The MI5S investigators and
others  associated with
Hollis  inguiries haye no
hesitation in calling this part
of the statement a fabri-
cation. * Philby and Blung
were always agents of the
KGB while the evidence
-indicates that the suspected
spy in MI5S was working for
-the GRU Soviet military
intelligence, which operates
independently.

The Prime Minister's state-
ment, said the MIS clearance
was challenged by *a YVEry
few of -those concerned*,
-While few may haye chal-
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eévidence if the Government had
wanted it

lenged ir, many disagreed
with it. The sa-called Fluency
Comminee v hich made the
original  investigations  and
concluded that Hollis was the
prime suspect consisted of
SCVEN  experienced officers.
This was replaced by &
PErmaacsi s. ciion, K7, set up
10 investigaic possible pene-
trations of KIS, MI6 and
GCHO, the radio-intercept
apency, and invelving about a
dozen officers who had not
served on the Fluency Com-
mittee. Independently they
recommended that  Hollis
should be interrogated in the
belief that he might break

‘down and confess,

5 imtcirogation  was
carried out Ly Mr John Day
of Sccrion K7 under the
tughtest secrec bucause
there were high-level fears

that a leak 10 the Russians
might result in Hollis*s
defection, with appalling

international  consequences.
Day was 50 unimpressed by
Hollis's defence of his inng.
cence that he supported de
Mowbray in challenging the
gecision to close the case. It
was the decision that Hollis
should be givin an umpire's

verdict of “Not out” that was

supporied by “a very few of
lhose concerngd. ™ ¥
Mrs Thatcher's assurance

that no evidence had been
found which “Incriminated™
Hollis was galsp true. of
Fuchs, Elake, Maclean,
Philby, Blunt  and Long,
dpunst whom all the BV

dence was Circumstantal or
50 secrel that it tould not be
used in a British coury unless
they volunrarily confessed,
To cast further douby on my
Hollis disclosures, the
briefers ensured that the
Prime Minister would smear
my book as being “Inaccu-
rate and distoriad. ™

since then there have beepn
2 number of confirmations,
My disclosure that Elunt was
“blown" by an American,
now known to he Mr Kichae!
Straight, has been confirmed
by Swraight  himself. The
Londoen woman who “blaw"

Philby has been identified as
Mrs Flora Solomon. My
account of Blunt’s con-

fession, including his naming
of Leo Long, who was clearly
described in the book, has

bren fully justified.  The
revelation that Tom Driberg,
later Lord Erad well, ithe

Labour MP and Labour Party
chairman, had been recruited
by MI5 1o penetrate the
Communisi Party and later
spy on MPs was dismissed as
laughable but  has been
confirmed by a  former
woman officer of MIS, Critics
woere quick e discount my
statement that Gouvzenko had
indicated an MI5 spy with the
code-name  “EIli**,” bur the
unvxpected release of his
erviginal testimony has con-
founded them. There will be
further confirmatjons is
InGuiries continue,

The analysis of Mrs That-
cher's statement to  Parlia-
ment leaves me in livle doubt
that it was an Establishment
concoction intended to bury
the horrific Hollis Affair and
anything connected with ir.
No doubt the officials who
prepared it convinced them-
selves that they were aclng
in the
but all the Prime hinister
needed 1o bave said was rhat
Hollis had been suspected,
had been iJL\'cHliE,uiud' and
that the case remains unpro-
ven. Instead she was induced
1o go out on 1o a limb from
which she might be sawn off
any day, for it is far from
impossiele that proof that
Hallis was a spy might stil!
EMErge.
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