Private Secretary cc Miss Waghorn
Mr Fitton
Mr Lindsay
Mr Hoggard

BONSAI TREES

1. I understand the Prime Minister expressed interest in taking

a bonsai tree back to the UK. Unfortunately, UK phyto-sanitary
regulations prohibit the importation of trees and shrubs, including
bonsai, into the UK by private individuals. I attach a copy of
guidance which we received recently from MAFF on the subject.

2. If the Prime Minister is still interested in importing a bonsai
tree, I understand that this can be done through licensed importers,
of which MAFF can provide details.

S J Gomersall

6 May 1986
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PROHIBITICNS 1.1 ALL PLANTS OF TREZS AND SHRUES (IMCLUDING

BONSAI):
PLANTS AND SEEDS OF

PLANTS AND FAMILIE
AND SCLANACEAE:
: TRUE SEED OF POTAT

ANNUAL AND BIENNIAL

PLANTS OF HERBACEQUS DERt'NIA

CARYOPHYLLACEAE (EACEPT CARNAT

COMPCOSITAE

CRUCIFERAE

LEGUMIMOSAE

RCSACEAE (MAlY FRUITING AND CRNAMENTALS):
1.7 PLANTS COF CHRYSANTHEMUM:
1.8 PLANTS I sIC”U: CULTURE.

THE ABOVE MAY NOT BE IMPORTED 23Y PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS.
AL ENQUIRERS SHOULD BE ASKED TO GET THEIR U.K.
TC CONTACT THIS DIVISION.

ALL OTHER PLANTS MAY BE I{PORTED, FOLLOYWING INSPECTIOW BY

JAPAESE M.A.F. INSPECTORS TO ENSURE FREEDO{# FROM PLANT

PESTS, AND ACCCMPANIED BY A PHYTOSAMITARY CERTIFICATE

ISSUED BY THEM WITHIN 14 DAYS OF EXPORT. PLANTS MUST BE

FREED FROM SOIL/GROWING MEDIUM. ANY PACKING ©#UST BE FREE

FROM SOIL, PLANT PESTS AND DISEASES AND THIS MUST 3E DEC
HEALTH CERTIFICATE.

ENDING OUR '‘'GUIDE TO INPORTERS'' BY AIR MAIL.
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