10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 9 May 1986
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My visit to Panmunjom and the DMZ last week enabled me
to appreciated the outstanding work done by the soldiers of
the United Nations under your command. I should like to
thank you most warmly for the excellent arrangements made for
my visit and for the first class briefing. What I saw left a
deep impression both of the ever present danger of Communist
aggression and of the constancy of the United States in
defending freedom around the world. It was a privilege to

experience this. You are truly in the front line for

freedom.

I should be grateful if you would give all those
concerned with the arrangements for the visit my most sincere
thanks - not least for the Iron Lady cap. I am still trying

to decide the best occasion on which to wear it!

With best wishes,
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General William J. Livsey.
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PRIME MINSSTER'S ViliS#T TO KOREA: MESSAGES OF THANKS.

1. ¢ UNDERSTAND THAT MRS. RYDER ASKED MY A D A FOR A DRAFT
LETTER FOR THE PR:WME MINISTER TO SEND TO GENERAL LseVSEY.

2. TEXT FOLLOWS.

BEGHNS ¢

¢ WOULD LWKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECHATHON TO YOU AND THOSE
UNDER YOUR COMMAND FOR ALLOWNING ME THE OPPORTUMNSWTY TO SEE AND

LEARN AT FIlRST HAND SOMETHWNG OF THE OPERATHONS AND ACTHWVIRTIHES
OF THE UNSTED NATHONS COMMAND,

it FOUND THE PRESENTATHON OUTLHN#NG THE ACTHWON OF THE 29TH
INFANTRY BRIMGADE AT SOLMA-Reli;, AND MY VeSINTS TO THE GLOSTER
MEMOR#AAL AND TO THE UNGTED NATHONS CEMETERY AT PUSAN A SOBERIENG
REMENDER OF THE PR#CE WE HAVE ALL HAD TO PAY FOR THE FREEDOM
WHICH THE REPUBLMC OF KOREA NOW ENJOYS. THE VWMSINT TO THE JOWNT
SECURINTY AREA AT PANMUNJOM MADE ALL TOO EVIMDENT THE NEED FOR
THE CONTIWMNUED PRESENCE OF THE MULTW—NATMONAL UNWRTED NATWONS
COMMAND TO MA#NTABN THE ARMISTINCE AND TO DETER RENEWED AGGRESSION
AND THE POSSHB:IWLINTY OF A FURTHER DEVASTATHNG OUTBREAK OF
HOSTWL:WT#ES ON THE PEMN:WNSULA. TO TRY AND MA:NTA#N SUCH A
FRAGILE ''PEACE'' YEAR AFTER YEAR MUST CALL FOR THE H#GHEST
STANDARDS OF PAT:MENCE, PERSHSTENCE, DMNGENCE AND COMMYTMENT
FROM ALL THOSE UNDER YOUR COMMAND.

MAY ¢ CONCLUDE BY SAY!WNG THAT ¢k DO APPREC/HFATE ALL YOU DD
PERSONALLY TO PROVWDE ME WHKTH SUCH AN ENLMUGHTENWING ViLSilT.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH,
ENDS.
SPRECKLEY.
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