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You asked for an up-date on the various measures taken
in the wake of the Courtaulds closures in Wrexham and
Delyn. I attach a note which sets out the action taken
by both the Department and the company which covers
progress to date and also an announcement which is

expected shortly.
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BACKGROUND BREIFING — COURTAULDS CLOSURES

Following the closure of the Courtaulds plants st Greenfield and Wrexham the
Secretary of State and Courtaulds plc both anncunced & range of measures to

O ———————
azsist the areas affected. These included:-

Secretary of Btate

sympathetic consideration to economically Justifiable road projects

[l VRS Ll

designed to encourage new industrial development and impfbve'access
between the AL83 and the Wrexhem Industrial Estate;

urban programme aid of £1lm (in 1985/86) for new schemes in the Clwyd
M
erea and provision by the MSC of edditional special progrsmme places;

edditional factory building by the WDA at Wrexhem and Deeside, costing

£2.4m, &nd use of the full range of its support services.

Courtaulds ple

d. intensive sesrching for Jobs available in exizitng enterpwiees and the
use of specislist tralning consultants;

cleering the sites of hazardogg_materials, preparing & report on each,
and transferring ThHem %o tne Tocal suthorities concerned;

ST —
arranging senior menagement input into the Delyn Enterprise Agency.

Action taken since then includes:=-

Welsh Office/WDA

announcement of the Transport Supplementary Grant settlement in December 1985,
which will enable Clwyd County Council to commence construction in 1986/87
on the provision of & road bridge cver the Wrexham—-Bidston reilway line &t

the Deeside Industriasl Perk;

irban progremme measures for 1986/87 for infrastructure works at the
Wrexham Technology Park (£350,000) and the Redwither Industriel Estate,
Wrexham (£m), and the Delyn Enterprise Zone (&m);
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- ¢. special capital ellocations (PRNI) for 1986/87 for work on the Delyn
Enterprise Zone end the Greenfield site (£1.8m) end on the Redwither
Tndustrial Park, Wrexham (£0.8a);

the WDA is constructing & 50,000 sq ft unit on the Deeslde Industriel Park
together with e wide range of other units; is plenning the construction

of 3 units (total 15,000 sq ft) on the Wrexham Technology Park; and has
Just started work on an extensive land reclamation scheme at the
Greenfield site. Total expenditure to date is £2.7m; budget for 1986/8T
18 £2.84m (partly included in the "to date" totel).

Courtaulds ple/Delyn Borough Council/Delyn Enterprise Agency

Job sesrch centres were set up at each plent, providing individual
counselling and informstion. All the craft epprentices affected by
+he closures were successfully placed with other employers. The
specialist consultants provided additionel support, for example by
identifying letent skills and providing structured tr ning in
conjJunction with the MSC;

both the Courtaulds No 1 site at Oreenfield and its plant at Wrexhan
(at Redwither) have now been almost completely cleared of hazardous
meterisls and most of the redundent buildings at Greenfield have

pEmme

been demolished. Reports on the condition of each site were given to
both local euthorities (Delyn BC and Wrexham BC) and the sites transferred;

senior managers have been seconded to the Delyn Enterprise Agency. The
full-time secondee (Mr Griffiths) will remain there for up to 3 yeers,
helping the LEA in its verious taske of asslsting locel enterprise to
develop. One example of this is the conversion by Delyn BC of former
Courtaulds werehouses into micro workshops (due for completion in July)
which will be menaged by the LEA, The Agency and the new workshops

are due to be formally opened by Mr Wyn Roberts in October.

The success of the messures is now starting to be seen: we have the recent
ennouncement by Bréger Gibson, the first company to set up on the Greenfield
site, of a development which promises up to 300 jobs in the next few years.
[Confidentiel: an annoucment is expected soon thet a second company, from

Finland, will start operations at Greenfield employing about 60 people. ]







