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Visit to the USA by the Prime Minister - \

el so S Qeaalyr

Your letter of 3 Jud¥y records that the Prime (LR SN
Minister is consideril a visit to Washington immediately w———
before the next US/Soviet Summit, if one takes place. f*i)fkk’)

The Foreign Secretary will be meeting Mr Shultz LQ&?
on 9 September (and Vice-President Bush on 10 September).

They will undoubtedly discuss the Summit. Sir Geoffrey 1—1'&
mentioned to Mr_Shultz when they met on 17 July the /'
possibility of a visit by the Prime Minister. Shultz

took note, and may now ask if the Prime Minister

is still interested. Shultz said, incidentally,

that the President did not envisage a repeat of the

arrangements made to brief allies around the President's

visit to Brussels in 1985 after the Geneva Summit.

The US had not decided what form consultation might

take.

Since then we have been told by the State Department
that the President is llkely to invite "Allled leaders“
to meet him in New York in late September. The purpose
of the meeting would be to report to the allies on
the talks with Shevardnadze "and also (perhaps) look
ahead to the Summit. We are told that the "Allied
Teaders" will in practice probably mean Foreign Ministers.
The Foreign Secretary will on present plans be in
New York from 21-28 September, in connection with
the United Nations General Assembly.
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Depending on the form it eventually takes, and
if it materialises, that September meeting may weaken
the case for a later visit by the Prime Minister.
But at this stage it is by no means clear that it
will. If you agree, the Foreign Secretary intends
to tell Shultz that the Prime Minister remains interested
in principle in a visit some time before the Summit.

Tovs oy
Cstiin Bndd

(C R Budd)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
No 10 Downing St
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CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

1 September 1986

VISIT TO THE USA BY THE PRIME MINISTER

Thank you for your letter of 29 August about a possible
visit by the Prime Minister to Washington this autumn.

The Prime Minister agrees we should tell the Americans
that she would in principle wish to visit Washington to see
the President at some time before the Summit. The fact that
we hold the Presidency of the European Community gives added
weight to this. She would not regard the proposed meeting at
the end of September as being an adequate opportunity on its
own to put British and European views.

(C.D. POWELL)

C.R. Budd, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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