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Memorandum by the Secretary of State for Education and Science

113 At the meeting of E Committee on 14 January 1981 I was
invited to consult formally with the bodies represented in
the Burnham Committees with a view to changing the arbitral
arrangements in time for the coming 1981 pay negotiations.
That I have now done; this paper is to report the outcome.

25 So far as the employers are concerned, the Association
of County Councils (ACC) have made no public statement but
remain in favour of changing the access rules for this year.
The Association of Metropolitan Authorities (AMA) have come
out privately and publicly against the change, and the
Welsh Joint Education Committee have also advised against
change this year.

3. On the union side, I saw a formal deputation from all
the unions. They unanimously opposed the proposal to ch:ge
the arrangements for this year. They were ad?mant t{hag anz
Government's changing the rules for teachers in Eng a:tish
Wales when parallel changes were not proposed f°1’1 g?:r.hority
teachers, nor apparently for the rest of the loca i
world, was discriminating unfairly against them. tetion '
they thought that such action would invite confr:?t:atiox.i
Thirdly, whereas they would willingly dlscussiar s acmieeer
in the context of my wider review of negotiating

ns of
for the future determination of pay andc::l;e;uigrsldg'iathi‘
Service, they said that changing the access Suief (0, Ko

Year in jsolation would seriously affect
those longer-term negotiations.
11y the effect of going

4 T find it difficult to assess fu ;

that in
proad now with action of this kind. T ::szhestoutcome of
Practice it may make little difference it would harden
his year's pay negotiations, but I fear

1.




attitudes and make it more difficult fo

T u
we want from the sub;m‘quenr negotiationg oi to Jain &
of future machinery for settling teachers' the re"iewat

conditions of service. I do not think tha Pay ang o
lightly ignore this industrial relationg a;p:etsh‘)‘lldher
c .

5. Burnham meets on Wednesday next.

An
taken before then. Y actiop must ,

6. I should be grateful for the views of colles
Jues,
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