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SPEECH TO CONSERVATIVE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

My Secretary of State mentioned to you at the Back
of the Chair this afternoon that it might be advisable
to cross check the speeches which the Prime Minister and
he were intending to give to the conference tomorrow.

I now attach a copy of my Secretary of State's draft.

A copy goes to John Holmes at the FCO.
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not allow it tof succeed.
R

Inwthe'case of the Falkland Islands the Justification of our

case was'immediately recognised by the passing of the mandatory

“UN'Resolution 502 which condemned the illegal Argentins invasion
and called for the withdrawal of Argentine forces. Our Common Market
partners quickly rallied round by imposing economic-sanctions on
Argentina. These sanctions will be continued. Our NATO partners
have been equally staunch and steadfast. Earlier this month NATO
Ministers condemned Argentina's invasion and stressed the importance
of maintaining the principle that aggression or occupation of
territory by force should not be allowed to succeed. On Saturday .
the North Atlantic Council expressed the solidarity of their 

countries with the British actions.

Madam Chairman, our security depends on the collective security
of the NATO Alliance, as various speakers have made clear. Although
all our attention is now directed towards the Falkland Islands
we must not forget that the main threat to our peace and security
is still from the East, from the Soviet Union and her allies in the

Warsaw Pact.




But there are lessons to be learnt. We will have to
wait until the issue is resolved before we can make final
judgements. But a number of points are already clear.

First, sufficient stocks bf weapons, spares and fuel are

- vital to the success of milifary operations. Staying power -
N SR

as we ehphasised in our White Paper - is vital. Second,
we must concentrate more resources on weapons rather than
- on the vulnerable platforms which carry them. 'Thifd, the
crisis has shown that we must be prepared to be much more
flexible in our plans to use civilian assets. The immense
skill and improvisation which has been shown in adapting

merchant ships to military use in the course of the crisis

shows what can be done.

But the real lesson of the crisis is that we must
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be prepared’'to show will and resolve when our interests

are threatened. Our people have responded magnificently

o this test of national wiil. No greater tribute can

be paid to the men of our Task Force than to say that

they have fully justified the confidence placed in them

by our people.




- _ Qur forces are now established on the Falkland Islands

with all the necessary supplies, together with»théz;\E:Z?§>‘\°

equipment and air defence missiles. They have mobility
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With a large number of helicopters at their disposal - and

their spirits are high. They still face formidable problems

in difficult terrain with‘a hostile climate. We must expect
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fresh attacks upon them, and there can be no question of

_pressing the force commander to move forward prematurely -

- the judgement about the next tactical moves must be his -
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and his alone.
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But, one thing is certain. The days of the occupying
Argentine garrison are i 111 not be long
before tiie Falklang/ Islanders on again have their full

democratic righfs restored.




