A victory

- parade,
noisily
enjoyed
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L R e A B F TR SRR T e R T T BN ey ' Every nation needs its heroes
and vesterday was the occasion
for Britain (o honour the men
who fought to win back the
Falkiand Islands from the
Argentine invaders. :

It is not every day that tanks
rumble through London, and
their presence may have caused
a flutter or two in the sccialist
suburbs of Camden and
Lambeth. They were noisily
enjoyed, however, by about
300.000 people. according 10
policc estimates. who lined the
parade route from City Road to
Guildhall.

The crowds began 1o gather at
dawn, forcing thc occasional
top-hatted stock jobber on his
way 1o work to vault the
barriers, prompting checrs. By
midday the strects werc a mass
of balloons and flags.

As the first spois of rain fell,
the band of thc Scots Guards
launched intc a medley of
forces’ favourites. There were
sporadic cheers for the various
dignitaries who appearced on the
Mansion Housc platform 10
take the salute. Then, after a
brief renderng of “Wc want
Maggic”. the Prime Minister
appcarcd, to the loudcst cheers
so far, wearing a Dbroad-
brimmed white hat with navy
ribbon, navy blue sttt and white
gloves. She clearly relished
cvery moment.

After a flypast by helicopters
the first troops rounded the
corner of Thrcadneedle strect.
to a crescendo of cheering and
waving.

Plumed and lcopard-skinned
bandsmen wcre followed by
Royal Marines with green berets
and scveral bristiing moustach-
cs. The more flamboyant naval
beards came next. Then the
clatier of the armoured vehicles,
the maroon berets of the
Parachute Rcgiment, the bear-
skins of the Welsh Guards and
the kilts and pipes of the Scots.

There was a special cheer for
the fierce-featured Ghurkas,
their kukns hanging from their
belts; and then for the Harrier
pilots, voung men with the look
of veterans.

The crowd broke inte a
spontancous rendering of “*Ruic
Britannia™, then the procession
was gone and Harners, Vulcans,
Nlmrods and Hercules troop
carriers concluded events with a
flypast.

Salmon moussc. beef, horsc-
radish and champagne at
Guiidhall greceted the 1,250
representatives of the task force,
courtesy of the City of Londen.

Sir Christopher Lever, the
Lord Mayor, whosc right arm
must have been aching from
doffing his hat to thc saluting
troops. told his luncheon gucsits
that their endeavours had had

g SEEEA % an cffect recaching far further
e e Gochiadats: than the  recovery  of  the

seliomddainaasies Falklands.

“You have given this country
Th , SRR T R e e s a newfound confidence: vou
ol g e e SR e sz have ensured an cven stronger
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“The band of Commando Forces. Rdyal Marines: | admg detachments of 3 Commando Brigade Royal Marines past the Tespect worldwide both for the

Mansion House, with the Royal Exchange in the background ‘(Photograph: Brian Harrls). Continued on page 2, col §




‘You have vindicated our
youth’, task force told

Continued from page 1

protessionahism and quality of
our armed services, and tor the
ability of our many supprt
services, above all you have
vindicated the youlh of this
country. You represent what is
best in Britain.”

As he presented swords to
Admiral Sir John Woodward,
commander of the task force,
and to General Sir Jeremy
Moore, the land torce com-

mander, everyone in the great
hall stood and checred.

The Prime Minister, too,
received a standing ovation.
“The Falklands campaign™, she
declared, “was one of the most
brilliant achievements of mod-
ern umes, a triumph of
cndeavour of skill. We owe that
triumph to the best, the bravest
and the most professional
armed services in the world.”

She paid tribute to the 777
wounded and the 255 dead,
whose mcemory would be
honoured for ever, and she
‘mentioned many other individ-
ual sections of the task force.

Mrs Thatcher later met
representatives ol the iask force,
including six of the badiy
wounded.

Thirteen  peace  protesters
were arrested aller chaining
'themselves together and sitting

in the road at Moorgale. Three
people who collapsed during the
parade were taken to hospital.
The security operation, which
involved the cancellation of all
City of London police leave,

was the biggest since the royal
wedding.

Relations  between  Mrs
Margaret Thatcher and the
media  were further strained
yesterday when moves by
Downing Strreel to step up its
reprisals over the widespread
breach of the Falklands honours
hist embargo brought angry

protests from journalists (Philip
Webster writes).

It was learnt yesterday that
government departiments  had
been instructed on the Prime
Minister’s orders to delay the
relcase 1o the press of advance
copies of documents and re-
ports.
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