CONFIDENTIAL

cc Mr Facer
Mr Hatfield

ANGLO-IRISH INTERGOVERNMENTAL COUNCIL (AIIC)

1. Patrick Eyers told me today that our Charge d'Affaires in Dublin,
David Tatham, was recently told by Wally Kirwan that the time had come

to increase Anglf)—Irish contacts at official level and the Irish therefore
intended to propose that AIIC activity should be resumed. What they
apparently have in mind is a meeting of the Coordinating Committee of the
ATIC on which you are the United Kingdom representative. Wally Kirwan,
from the Taoiseach's Office, is your opposite number.

¢
1 2, Kirwan told Tatham that Dermot Nally would probably ring Sir Robert
k X l Armstrong this week with this suggestion. TYou will recall that they are

respectively the Irish and United Kingdom representatives on the Steering
Committee of the AIIC,

3., I never saw the record of the Prime Minister's bilateral with

Dr FitzGerald at the last European Council. However, I assume that this
approach may be in fulfilment of the agreement at that meeting that one or
two private official contacts might take place before the British Election.
I assume that this dispensation would cover a meeting of the Coordinating

Committee of the AIIC although it might be prudent, before agreeing, to
clear this with No 10 Downing Street.
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